GTA West Transportation Corridor
Planning and EA Study – Stage 2
Introductory Municipal Executive Advisory
Group Meeting
September 24, 2014
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Today’s Agenda
• Mandate and Objectives of the Municipal Executive Advisory Group
• Overview of the Study Background, Process and Schedule
• Coordination with Municipal Planning Initiatives
• Long List of Route Alternatives
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Planning with Vision, Planning for People
• To follow an open and transparent process that provides meaningful
opportunities for all stakeholders to help shape the outcome of the project
• To arrive at a recommended solution that provides the best balance of
benefits for the local communities and the users of the transportation
system that minimizes impacts
To accomplish this, we are committed to engaging our municipal and agency
partners in open two-way communication that leads to meaningful
discussions, proactive information exchange and a constructive working
relationship
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The MEAG
•

The Municipal Executive Advisory Group (MEAG) includes senior staff from
Metrolinx and each of the Regional Municipalities of Halton, Peel, and York

•

The MEAG will meet at key project milestones:
–
–
–

•

Generation of Route Planning Alternatives (Today)
Identification of the Preferred Alternative (Fall/Winter 2015)
Preliminary Design (Winter/Spring 2017)

A forum to discuss broad strategic planning issues:
–
–
–
–
–
–

Current and anticipated policy and planning issues in the municipalities
Municipal interests
How findings will be received by stakeholders
How findings will be received by municipal councils
Coordination of provincial and municipal transit service plans
Others?
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Study Background
Stage 1 of the GTA West Transportation Corridor Planning and EA Study was
completed in November 2012:
Multi-Modal Strategy
•
•
•
•

Optimize the existing transportation network
Improvements to non-roadway transportation modes such as transit and rail
Widening of existing highways, and
A new transportation corridor

Stage 2 focuses on the recommendation for a new transportation corridor:
•
•
•

Extending from Highway 400 in the east to the Highway 401/407 ETR interchange
area in the west
Will feature a 400-series highway, a transitway, and potential goods movement
priority features
The scope includes route planning, preliminary design for the corridor and
crossing roads, and EA approval
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The Future Transportation Needs
Based on forecasts derived from the Places to Grow Act and the Growth Plan
for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, the coming growth in population and
employment in the Greater Golden Horseshoe will drive the need for
additional transportation infrastructure:
•

100,000 people and 80,000 jobs will be added to the region each year over
the next 20 years

•

1.5 million additional trips (cars and trucks) in the GTA West study area by
2031

•

Without any major changes to the transportation network, average commute
times are expected to increase by about one third (27 minutes per day) by
2031
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Benefits of the GTA West Corridor:
•

Better accommodate the travel demand of future population and employment
growth identified in the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe

•

Promote economic growth within the study area and improve access to the
transportation network for commuters and commercial goods movement

•

Enhance connectivity between urban growth centres, including Brampton,
Caledon, Vaughan, Halton Hills and Milton

•

Enhance transit opportunities by providing a transitway that will connect to
existing and future local and regional public transit operations

•

Respect the intent of the Greenbelt Plan by maintaining the integrity of and
minimizing disruption to important natural and agricultural areas
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Coordination with Municipal Planning Initiatives
•
•

•

The Project Team will work with municipal staff to advance planning for growth
In areas where municipal initiatives overlap with the GTA West Route Planning
Study Area, it must be recognized that:
–

The planning for the future GTA West Corridor ultimately falls under the
jurisdiction of MTO

–

Accommodating future municipal planning visions is one of several important
considerations

–

The preferred GTA West corridor may not coincide with outcomes of municipal
planning studies

To avoid the potential for stakeholder confusion, stakeholders should be referred
to the GTA West Project Team or the GTA West website (www.gta-west.com) for
the most up-to-date information
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Managing Future Development Needs
•

The Project Team is committed to moving forward as quickly as
possible with this study

•

A long list of route alternatives has been developed

•

The long list will be screened this fall and the preliminary short
list presented at PIC 1 later this year

•

The Study Area will remain the same over the course of the
study, but MTO objections to development applications in some
areas will be lifted progressively at key milestones:

•

–

Identification and confirmation of the short list of route
alternatives (following PIC 1)

–

Identification and confirmation of the preferred route (following
PIC 2)

–

Completion of the preliminary design of the preferred route
(following PIC 3)

All lands outside of the preferred route location, as denoted in
the EA documentation, will be released only once EA approval is
obtained

Development Construction within the
Study Area
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Long List of Route Alternatives - Generation Process
The long list of route alternatives were developed using the following
data sets:
• Digital Terrain Model (DTM) – topography
• Geometric standards
– Design speed, minimum curve radius, right-of-way width, typical cross section, etc.

• Construction costs
– Earthworks
– Structures
– Roads

• Land use constraints mapping
– Wetlands, woodlands, built heritage features, cemeteries, existing residential areas,
planned land uses, etc.

• Input from stakeholders
– Four community workshops in July and August
– Consultation with stakeholders, including municipal and regulatory agencies

11

Consultation & Engagement
• The consultation program features multiple outreach tools and points of
contact:
– Public Information Centres (3 rounds)
– Community workshops (4 rounds)
– First Nation and Métis Council/Community Meetings (3
rounds)
– Stakeholder advisory groups, working groups, and
Council presentations
– Project website: www.gta-west.com
– Project Team e-mail address: project_team@gtawest.com
– Twitter feed: @GTAWestStudy
– Toll-free telephone line: 1-877-522-6916
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Consultation & Engagement
• Introductory Community Workshops held on July 24 (Woodbridge), July 29
(Mississauga), August 13 (Brampton), and August 14, 2014 (Caledon)
• Key comments from the Introductory Community Workshops included:
– Requests to make a decision as soon as possible and alleviate landowner uncertainty
– Inquiries about study schedule and when the preferred route will be presented
– Routes should stay parallel to existing transportation infrastructure
to minimize disruption
– Suggestions to bypass specific areas
– Minimize the number of interchanges
– Interchange location suggestions
– Protect agricultural lands
– Inquiries about timing of construction
– General inquiries about how routes are being generated and
evaluated
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Next Steps
• Screen Long List of Route Alternatives/Identify Short List
• Advisory Group meetings (MAG, RAAG, CAG, GTAG, etc.) – Fall 2014
• Public Information Centre #1 – Planned for November/December 2014
• Regional Council Presentations –Winter 2014/2015
• Confirm Short List of Route Alternatives
• Define area where MTO may consider removing objections to
development applications
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