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7 Summary of Consultation Activities

7.1. OVERVIEW
An extensive consultation program was undertaken to 
support the development of the Transportation Development 
Strategy. The consultation program was designed to address 
the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment 
Act and the approved EA Terms of Reference (ToR) for this 
project. 

Those consulted include the general public, local community 
and interest groups, federal and provincial ministries 
and agencies, upper- and lower-tier municipalities and 
First Nations. Early and ongoing engagement with these 
groups has provided the Study Team (including Ministry 
of	 Transportation	 staff	 and	 consultant	 specialists)	 with	 a	
broad range of perspectives and viewpoints and has aided 
in	 the	 development	 and	 refinement	 of	 the	 Transportation	
Development Strategy. 

Stakeholders were able to choose their level of involvement 
in the project from one or more of the following options, as 
appropriate:

•	 Study Website (www.gta-west.com);

•	 Notices, reports, information session;

•	 Public Information Centres;

•	 Community Advisory Group, Interest Group, and 
community meetings;

•	 Government and Agency meetings including:
 ₋ Municipal Advisory Group meetings;
 ₋ Regulatory Agency Advisory Group meetings;
 ₋ Upper-	and	Lower-tier	Council/Committee	workshops	

and presentations;
 ₋ Individual Municipal, Provincial Agency, Federal 

Agency and Technical workshops and meetings;

•	 Transportation Service Providers and Business and 
Commercial Stakeholder meetings;

•	 First Nations meetings; and

•	 Contacting the Study Team directly via mail, e-mail, 
phone or fax

A round of consultation was initially held during the 
preparation	 of	 the	 ToR,	 which	 included	 a	 first	 round	 of	
Public Information Centres (PICs) and corresponding 
government and agency meetings in April-May 2007.  All of 
the consultation events that have occurred for Stage 1 since 
the approval of the ToR (i.e. since PIC #1) are outlined below.
 
7.2. PUBLIC CONSULTATION
7.2.1. Mailing List and E-mails / Letters 

Study Mailing List

A GTA West study mailing list was developed following 
the	 first	 Public	 Information	 Centre	 (PIC)	 which	 included	
interested	 stakeholders	 that	 submitted	 requests	 through	
the	 study	website	 (webform),	 e-mail,	 fax,	 phone	 or	 letter,	
and	those	who	signed	in	at	the	first	PIC.		This	list	has	been	
constantly updated throughout the EA study.  Those who 
signed in at subsequent PICs or who contacted the team 
by other means were added to the study mailing list.  Once 
stakeholders were added to the mailing list they received 
notification	of	study	milestones,	as	outlined	below,	through	
their	preferred	method	of	contact	(e-mail	/	letter).		

Mailing lists containing the names of municipal, provincial 
and federal representatives were also generated. In 
consultation with local municipalities, a list of area interest 
groups (ratepayers associations, environmental groups, 
agricultural groups, etc.) was developed.

As of October 2012, the public e-mail / mail list included 
approximately 1380 names, the interest group e-mail / 
mail list included approximately 170 names / groups, the 
business and commercial stakeholders / transportation 

service providers e-mail / mail list included 440 names, 
and the municipal/provincial/federal mailing list included 
approximately 180 names. The overall number of contacts 
on the study contact lists total over 2170 names.

A current list of the stakeholders consulted is included in the 
PIC #5 Consultation Record.  Consistent with the Freedom 
of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, public lists 
developed as part of this study have not been included. 
Details	regarding	First	Nations	notification	are	included	in	
Section 7.6.

E-mail / Letter Notification of Transportation Demand 
Forecasting Information Sessions

On June 2, 2008, individuals on the Study mailing list were 
invited	 by	 e-mail	 /	 letter	 (depending	 on	 their	 preferred	
method	 of	 contact)	 to	 attend	 Transportation	 Demand	
Forecasting Information Sessions.  The sessions, held on 
June 23 and 26, 2008, focused on providing a general, non-
technical overview of how transportation forecasting was 
to	be	conducted	and	how	it	related	to	the	 identification	of	
transportation problems and opportunities. The sessions 
were held between PICs 1 and 2.

E-mail / Letter Notification of Study Progress Update

On November 10, 2008, individuals on the Study mailing 
list	were	notified	by	e-mail	/	letter	with	a	study	progress	and	
schedule	update.	 	The	e-mail	 /	 letter	described	the	study’s	
progress since PIC #1 and explained the revised overall 
study schedule. 

E-mail / Letter Notification of Public Information Centre #2

On	February	 13,	 2009,	 PIC	 #2	 notification	 e-mails	 /	 letters	
were sent directly to individuals on the Study Team’s 
External Agency mailing list (including representatives of 
the Municipal Advisory Group and Regulatory Agency 



GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study | Transportation Development Strategy Report - November 2012

Page 184

Advisory Group) and interest groups.   Individuals on the 
mailing	list	were	also	sent	a	letter	/	e-mail.		MPPs	within	the	
preliminary	study	area	were	notified	via	mail	on	March	2,	
2009.

E-mail / Letter Notification of the Release of the Draft Area 
Transportation System Problems and Opportunities Report

On July 31, 2009, individuals on the Study mailing list were 
notified	 by	 e-mail	 /	 letter	 of	 the	 release	 of	 the	Draft	Area	
Transportation System Problems and Opportunities Report. 
The GTA West study website was updated to include the 
report on July 31, 2009.

E-mail / Letter Notification of Public Information Centre #3

On	November	13	and	17,	2009,	PIC	#3	notification	e-mails	/	
letters	were	sent	directly	to	individuals	on	the	Study	Team’s	
External Agency mailing list (including representatives of 
the Municipal Advisory Group and Regulatory Agency 
Advisory Group) and interest groups.  Individuals on the 
mailing	list	were	also	sent	a	letter	/	e-mail.		MPPs	within	the	
preliminary	study	area	were	notified	via	mail	on	November	
9, 2009.

E-mail / Letter Notification of the Release of the Draft Area 
Transportation System Alternatives Report

On April 9, 2010 and April 13-14, 2010, individuals on the 
Study	 mailing	 list	 were	 notified	 by	 e-mail	 /	 letter	 of	 the	
release of the Draft Area Transportation System Alternatives 
Report. The GTA West study website was updated to include 
the report on April 9, 2010.

E-mail / Letter Notification of Public Information Centre #4

On	May	31,	2010,	PIC	#4	notification	e-mails	/	letters	were	sent	
directly to individuals on the Study Team’s External Agency 
mailing list (including representatives of the Municipal 
Advisory Group and Regulatory Agency Advisory Group) 
and interest groups.  Individuals on the mailing list were 
also	sent	a	letter	/	e-mail.	MPPs	within	the	preliminary	study	
area	were	notified	via	mail	on	May	16,	2010.

Further	notification	was	undertaken	following	the	release	of	
the Draft Strategy Report (February 2011) and as part of the 
consultation undertaken for the additional analysis in the 
Halton	Area,	 including	 a	 fifth	 Public	 Information	 Centre.	
See Sections 7.7 and 7.8 for more details.

7.2.2. Website

A GTA West study website (www.gta-west.com) was 
launched to coincide with the study commencement 
notification	 released	 during	 the	 Terms	 of	 Reference	 (ToR)	
round of consultation, and has remained active throughout 
the EA study. The website has been consistently updated 
throughout the course of the study.  

The website provides an ongoing opportunity for the public 
and stakeholders to review up-to-date study information, 
download reports and study materials and to contact the 
Study Team through the study e-mail address (project_
team@gta-west.com), which is provided on the “Contact 
Us” page. The “Contact Us” page also includes a “webform” 
feature, where comments can be entered and sent directly to 
the Study Team to facilitate feedback from interested parties.

The website has been well used throughout the study.  Over 
300 comments have been received via the website since the 
commencement	 of	 the	 study,	 and	 it	 has	 seen	 significant	
visitation.  The website’s recent usage between January and 
July 2012 is shown below: 

GTA WEST WEBSITE USAGE – 2012 MONTHLY VISITS

Month Number of Unique Visits

January 789

February 688

March 735

April 693

May 1,113

June 1,361

July 546

A copy of recent content of the study website is included in 
the PIC #5 Consultation Record.

7.2.3. Public Information Centres

Public Information Centres (PICs) were held to provide 
the public with an opportunity to review study materials, 
provide comments and discuss issues with representatives 
of the Study Team.

A	first	round	of	PICs	was	held	in	April-May	2007	to	provide	
the public with an opportunity to review the draft Terms 
of	Reference	(ToR).	The	ToR	was	submitted	to	the	Ontario	
Ministry of the Environment on July 15, 2007 and was 
approved on March 4, 2008.  

Sections  7.2.3.1 to  7.2.3.3 summarize PICs #2, 3 and 4 that 
have occurred since the approval of the ToR. An additional 
PIC (PIC #5) was held following the release of the Draft 
Strategy Report (March 2011) and as part of the consultation 
undertaken for the additional analysis in the Halton Area. 
See Section 7.8.3 for more details of PIC #5.

7.2.3.1. Public Information Centre #2

The second round of PICs was held in March 2009 in order 
to present the public with an update on the Study progress 
and to provide the opportunity for the public to comment on 
maps and displays depicting the problems and opportunities 
identified	within	the	GTA	West	Corridor	preliminary	study	
area.

The PICs were held as drop-in centres with display panels 
presenting maps and displays illustrating the problems and 
opportunities and information for providing comments.  
Ministry of Transportation (MTO) and Consultant 
representatives	of	the	Study	Team	attended.	The	Study	Team	
participated	 in	 discussions	 with	 the	 attendees	 to	 address	
questions and concerns. 
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The PICs were held as follows:

WEDNESDAY  
MARCH 4, 2009

THURSDAY  
MARCH 5, 2009

MONDAY  
MARCH 9, 2009

River Run Centre 
Canada Company Hall 

35 Woolwich Street
Guelph, ON

Brampton Fairgrounds
Hall

12942 Heart 
Lake Road

Caledon, ON

Mold Master 
Sportsplex 
Alcott Hall

221 Guelph Street
Georgetown, ON

4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY MARCH 11, 2009 THURSDAY MARCH 12, 2009

Le Jardin Special Events Centre
Venetian Room

8440 Highway 27
Woodbridge, ON

Pearson Convention Center  
Hall C

2638 Steeles Avenue East
Brampton, ON

4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.

A total of 338 members of the public signed the Visitor’s 
Register	at	the	five	PIC	venues.	

In addition to verbal comments, the Study Team representatives 
encouraged	visitors	 to	 submit	written	 comments	 regarding	
the information presented.  Comment sheets were available 
for	members	of	the	public	to	fill	out	at	each	PIC	or	to	send	in	
by the comment deadline (April 3, 2009) by e-mail, fax or mail 
to the Study Team. 

At	 the	PICs,	 37	written	 comment	 sheets	were	 collected.	 	 In	
addition, 15 comments were received via webform, e-mail, 
fax or mail by the comment deadline.  The following is a 
breakdown	of	attendance	and	number	of	comments	submitted	
by PIC date/venue:

DATE / LOCATION
RECORDED 

ATTENDANCE
WRITTEN COMMENTS 

RECEIVED

March 4, 2009 Guelph 94 14

March 5, 2009 Caledon 125 11

March 9, 2009 Georgetown 69 2
March 11, 2009 Woodbridge 34 5
March 12, 2009 Brampton 16 5
Total Comment Forms 
Received at the PIC 37

Total Comment Forms received 
via fax, mail, e-mail or webform 8

Total 338 45

A complete PIC #2 Consultation Record is available under 
separate cover, on the project website.

7.2.3.2. Public Information Centre #3

The third round of PICs was held in November / December 
2009 to present alternatives that were developed to address the 
problems and opportunities presented at the second round of 
PICs, provide a high level assessment of the alternatives, and 
receive public input prior to the evaluation of the alternatives.

The PICs were held as drop-in centres with display panels 
and maps illustrating the transportation alternatives under 
consideration in the GTA West Corridor. MTO and Consultant 
representatives	of	the	Study	Team	attended.	The	Study	Team	
participated	 in	 discussions	 with	 attendees	 to	 address	 any	
questions or concerns. 

The PICs were held as follows:

MONDAY NOVEMBER 30, 2009 THURSDAY DECEMBER 3, 2009

River Run Centre 
Canada Company Hall 

35 Woolwich Street
Guelph, ON

Mold Master Sportsplex 
Alcott Hall

221 Guelph Street
Georgetown, ON

4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.

TUESDAY DECEMBER 8, 2009 THURSDAY DECEMBER 10, 2009

Brampton Fairgrounds
Hall

12942 Heart Lake Road
Caledon, ON

Le Jardin Special Events Centre
Venetian Room

8440 Highway 27
Woodbridge, ON

4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.

A total of 312 members of the public signed the Visitor’s 
Register at the four PIC venues (note: the Brampton venue 
was eliminated for this round due to the low turnout at PIC 
#2 and the availability of another venue in Peel Region). 

In addition to verbal comments, Study Team representatives 
encouraged	visitors	 to	 submit	written	 comments	 regarding	
the information presented.  Comment sheets were available 
for	members	of	the	public	to	fill	out	at	the	PIC	or	to	send	in	

by the comment deadline (January 15, 2010) by e-mail, fax or 
mail to the Study Team. 

At	 the	PICs,	 29	written	 comment	 sheets	were	 collected.	 	 In	
addition, 26 comments were received via webform, e-mail, 
fax, mail and the toll-free number/phone by the comment 
deadline.	 	The	 following	 is	a	breakdown	of	attendance	and	
the	number	of	comments	submitted	by	PIC	date/venue:

DATE / LOCATION
RECORDED 

ATTENDANCE
WRITTEN COMMENTS 

RECEIVED

November 30, 2009 Guelph 88 17
December 3, 2009 Georgetown 106 6
December 8, 2009 Caledon 77 3
December 11, 2009 Woodbridge 41 3
Total Comment Forms 
Received at the PICs 29

Total Comment Forms / 
Comments received via fax,  
mail, e-mail, webform or 
the toll-free number

26

Total 312 55

A complete PIC #3 Consultation Record is available under 
separate cover, on the project website.

7.2.3.3. Public Information Centre #4

The fourth round of PICs was held to provide the public with 
an opportunity to review and comment on the draft multi-
modal Transportation Development Strategy for the GTA 
West Corridor including the Preliminary Route Planning 
Study Area, provide comments and discuss issues with 
representatives of the Study Team.  

The PICs were held as drop-in centres to allow members of 
the public to review display material and discuss the study 
one-on-one with Study Team members.  In addition, as a 
result of direction to do so, brief presentations were held each 
night at 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. to provide a study overview. 
MTO, Metrolinx/GO Transit and Consultant representatives 
of	 the	 Study	 Team	 attended.	 The	 Study	 Team	 participated	
in	discussions	with	 the	 attendees	 to	 address	 questions	 and	
concerns. 
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The PICs were held as follows:

MONDAY JUNE 14, 2010 TUESDAY JUNE 15, 2010
WEDNESDAY JUNE 16, 

2010

Brampton Fairgrounds
Hall

12942 Heart 
Lake Road

Caledon, ON

Le Jardin Special 
Events Centre
Venetian Room

8440 Highway 27
Woodbridge, ON

Mold Master 
Sportsplex 
Alcott Hall

221 Guelph Street
Georgetown, ON

4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.

TUESDAY JUNE 22, 2010 THURSDAY JUNE 24, 2010

Snelgrove Community Centre
Auditorium

11692 Hurontario Street
Brampton, ON

River Run Centre 
Canada Company Hall 

35 Woolwich Street
Guelph, ON

4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.

A total of 325 members of the public signed the Visitor’s 
Register	 at	 the	 five	 PIC	 venues	 (note:	 the	 Brampton	 venue	
was added for this round in order to ensure the draft Strategy 
was made available throughout the study area).

In addition to verbal comments, Study Team representatives 
encouraged	visitors	 to	 submit	written	 comments	 regarding	
the information presented.  Comment sheets were available 
for	members	of	the	public	to	fill	out	at	the	PIC	or	to	send	in	
by the comment deadline (July 26, 2010) by e-mail, fax or mail 
to the Study Team. 

At	 the	PICs,	 23	written	 comment	 sheets	were	 collected.	 	 In	
addition, 25 comments were received via webform, e-mail, 
mail and the toll-free number/telephone by the comment 
deadline.	 	The	 following	 is	a	breakdown	of	attendance	and	
the number of comments	submitted	by	PIC	date/venue:

DATE / LOCATION
RECORDED 

ATTENDANCE
WRITTEN COMMENTS 

RECEIVED

June 14, 2010 Caledon 79 5

June 15, 2010 Woodbridge 30 2

June 16, 2010 Georgetown 128 10

June 22, 2010 Brampton 39 1

June 24, 2010 Guelph 49 5

Total Comment Forms 
Received at the PICs

23

Total Comment Forms / 
Comments received via fax,  
mail, e-mail, webform or 
the toll-free number

25

Total 325 48

A complete PIC #4 Consultation Record is available under 
separate cover, on the project website.

7.2.4. Newspaper Notifications

Newspaper notices announcing each round of PICs were 
published in 17 newspapers with circulation across the 
preliminary study area. The notices provided an update on 
the	study’s	progress,	notification	of	the	dates	and	locations	of	
the respective PICs, a key map for study context and contact 
information for key Study Team members. The notices were 
also placed on the study website. Copies of the newspaper 
notices are included in the corresponding PIC Consultation 
Record and each was published as outlined below.   Notices 
announcing the second, third and fourth round of PICs 
were published in the following 17 newspapers.  Notices 
announcing	the	fifth	round	of	PICs	were	published	in	all	of	
the below newspapers, except the Wellington Advisor and 
Halton Compass due to the papers ending print publishing.  
Reference to First Nations newspapers is also included in 
Section 7.6.  

•	 Daily Newspapers:
 ₋ Toronto Star; and
 ₋ The Guelph Mercury.

•	 Tri-weekly Newspapers:
 ₋ Mississauga News; and
 ₋ Brampton Guardian.

•	 Bi-weekly Newspapers:
 ₋ Caledon Enterprise;
 ₋ Vaughan Citizen;
 ₋ Guelph Tribune;
 ₋ Georgetown Acton Independent; and
 ₋ Milton – The Canadian Champion.

•	 Weekly Newspapers:
 ₋ Caledon Citizen;
 ₋ King Township Sentinel;
 ₋ The Erin Advocate;
 ₋ Le Metropolitain (French);
 ₋ Turtle Island News;
 ₋ Tekawennake New Credit Reporter;
 ₋ The Halton Compass; and
 ₋ Wellington Advertiser (changed to bi-weekly for PICs 

#3 and #4).

7.2.5. Community Advisory Group

To assist the Study Team as the study progressed, a 
Community Advisory Group (CAG) was formed to provide 
ongoing advice and relay valuable input on community 
perspectives. The CAG was comprised of 19 – 31 members of 
the community and organizations interested in or potentially 
affected	 by	 the	 project,	 including	 a	 range	 of	 residents	 and	
ratepayers with representation throughout the municipalities 
of the GTA West preliminary study area, environmental and 
conservation Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s), 
business and agricultural sectors, and others. The CAG was 
formed with selection based on applications received during 
the preparation of the EA Terms of Reference and up to PIC 
#2 and through purposeful invitations sent to individual’s 
representing issue areas. 

A total of 7 CAG Meetings were held leading up to the release 
of the Draft Strategy Report (March 2011).  These included:

•	 CAG #1 (June 3, 2008) - to review the purpose/role of the 
CAG, the group’s operational procedures and Charter, 
introduce the EA study, and receive feedback on the 
goals, problems, and opportunities of the study;
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•	 CAG	#2	(December	4,	2008)	-	to	discuss	the	specific	types	
of transportation problems in the preliminary study area 
and review the Study Team’s consultation approach for 
PIC #2;

•	 CAG #3 (February 5, 2009) - to further discuss the 
transportation problems in the preliminary study area 
and provide the opportunity for preliminary feedback 
and questions;

•	 CAG #4 (July 14, 2009) - to get feedback on the proposed 
process to generate and evaluate alternatives and input to 
the types of alternatives that should be considered;

•	 CAG #5 (November 5, 2009) - to receive feedback on 
the generated transportation system improvement 
alternatives, the preliminary high-level assessment 
conducted and to discuss the packaging of the material 
for the third round of consultation;

•	 CAG #6 (May 4, 2010) - to present and receive feedback 
on the preliminary planning alternatives [including 
initiatives to optimize the existing transportation network 
(Group #1) and introduce new/improved non-roadway 
infrastructure (Group #2)], the short-listed transportation 
alternatives [potential road widening’s / improvements 
and new transportation corridors (Groups #3 and #4)], 
and the preliminary assessment of the short-listed 
alternatives; and

•	 CAG #7 (September 21, 2010) – to provide an update on 
the project’s status and to present and receive feedback 
on the draft Transportation Development Strategy.

The summary notes from CAG Meetings #1 to #6 are included 
in the corresponding PIC Consultation Records. The summary 
notes from CAG Meeting #7 are included in the Supplemental 
Consultation Record. All consultation records are available 
on the project website.

Additional CAG meetings were held following the release 
of the Draft Strategy Report (February 2011) and as part of 
the consultation undertaken for the additional analysis in the 
Halton Area. See Sections 7.7.2 and 7.8.2 for more details.

7.2.6. Summary of Public Comments Received

All comments received during the draft Transportation 
Development Strategy (March 2011) consultation were 
considered by the Study Team and aided in the development 

and	refinement	of	the	Strategy.	Comments	submitted	to	which	
a reply was requested, received a response from the Study 
Team.  These comments and responses are available under 
separate cover. All personal information has been removed 
consistent with the Freedom of Information and Protection 
of Privacy Act.

In general, public stakeholders:

•	 Understood	 and	 agreed	 that	 significant	 transportation	
problems would occur in the area if the growth envisioned 
in the Growth Plan occurred;

•	 Understood and supported the ‘building block’ approach 
as they generally supported the concept of optimizing the 
existing network and improving non-roadway solutions 
prior to the consideration of building new roadway 
infrastructure;

•	 Recognized that optimizing the existing network and 
improving non-roadway solutions only could not fully 
address all the future transportation problems and some 
new roadway infrastructure was likely required;

•	 Supported the Province’s commitment to public transit 
and	 a	 transit	 first	 approach	 and	 recognized	 the	 long	
timelines involved in planning new infrastructure; 

•	 Some felt that the planning horizon (2031) was too short 
and the Province should be considering a timeframe 
beyond that time horizon.  For this and / or other reasons 
(for example, improved economic links to the Guelph 
area), Alternatives 4-4 and 4-5 were favoured in some 
instances; and

•	 Supported the alternatives being carried forward for 
further consideration however,
 ₋ Many	wanted	to	know	how	specific	route	alternatives	

would impact their community, property and 
environment;

 ₋ Concerns with Alternative 4-3 and its potential impact 
on the rural / agricultural communities in Halton 
Hills. 

Notwithstanding the above and recognizing the widespread 
acknowledgement of the need to improve road capacity, 
there was some opposition to any new road infrastructure. 
This was typically predicated on concerns about impacts to 
either the natural or built environment.

The following table summarizes the key public and interest 
group comments raised from PICs #2 to #4. The comments 
have been summarized and organized by theme, with 
the corresponding response that was generally provided. 
Comments raised at PIC #5 are included in Section 7.8.3. 
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SUMMARY OF KEY PUBLIC AND INTEREST GROUP COMMENTS RAISED FROM PICS #2 TO #4

THEME COMMENT RESPONSE

Preliminary Study 
Area

How were the preliminary study area boundaries 
determined?

The preliminary study area reflects the Purpose of the Study which is based on the transportation policy direction of the province’s Growth Plan for the Greater Golden 
Horseshoe (2006).  The Growth Plan identifies the need for better transportation linkages between some Urban Growth Centres including Brampton City Centre, 
Vaughan Metropolitan Centre, Downtown Milton and Downtown Guelph. The boundaries of the preliminary study area were developed to capture an area which 
included these Urban Growth Centres.   The boundaries of the preliminary study area are approximate and subject to refinement as the EA study progresses.

Preliminary Study 
Area

Expand the preliminary study area boundary north to 
include Highway 9, to include additional communities/
roads.

The preliminary study area reflects the Purpose of the Study which is based on the transportation policy direction of the province’s Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2006). 
A corridor north of the existing preliminary study area boundary, in the vicinity of Highway 9, would be well removed from the transportation linkages currently envisaged in the Growth 
Plan.  The travel demand analysis conducted by the Study Team has examined transportation linkages and gateways outside of the preliminary study area which have an influence on 
the travel demand and traffic patterns in the study area. As such, the inter-relationship between the traffic on Highway 9 and those in the preliminary study area has been examined.

Preliminary Study 
Area

Expand the preliminary study area east of Highway 400. The purpose of the GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment (EA) Study is to proactively plan for future infrastructure needs by examining long-term transportation 
problems and opportunities to the year 2031 and considering options to provide better linkages between Urban Growth Centres within the GTA West Corridor EA preliminary 
study area as identified in the Growth Plan, including Downtown Guelph, Downtown Milton, Brampton City Centre and Vaughan Metropolitan Centre. While the study 
modeling and forecasting work did include the transportation network on the east side of Highway 400, and the entire Greater Golden Horseshoe, corridor connections 
east of Highway 400 are outside of the scope of the current study. There are significant constraints east of Highway 400 due to concentrated development along the Yonge 
Street corridor and the presence of the Oak Ridges Moraine. The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) currently does not have plans to pursue a GTA East Study. 

Preliminary Study 
Area

Expand the preliminary study area farther west to include 
Kitchener/Waterloo and Guelph.

The Study Team is considering the transportation linkages and gateways in areas both in and outside of the preliminary study area since both can have an influence on the travel demand 
and traffic patterns in the study area. Having received environmental approval for the Highway 7 Environmental Assessment, the Ministry of Transportation is now proceeding with the 
design for a new four-lane highway between Kitchener and Guelph. The GTA West Study has taken the approved Highway 7 project into account and has been examining alternatives that 
will provide better linkages between Urban Growth Centres in the preliminary study area, including Vaughan Metropolitan Centre, Brampton City Centre, Downtown Milton and Downtown 
Guelph. The proposed improvements to Highway 7 between Kitchener and Guelph will address future travel demands and improve the linkage between Guelph and Kitchener-Waterloo. 

Preliminary Study 
Area / Study 
Process

When will the preliminary study area be refined? 
When will the new transportation corridor mapping be 
narrowed and a specific route selected?

This will be done as the study progresses.  The first step will be to establish a Preliminary Route Planning Study Area for Stage 2 – Route Planning and Preliminary 
Design.  This will be done to identify an area where a reasonable range of alternatives could be generated and evaluated.  This study area will vary in width 
depending on local conditions.  In some areas it could be as wide as 7-8 km.  In other areas it could be as narrow as 1 km.  Once this area is established, 
specific route alternatives can be generated and evaluated. The bulk of this work will occur as part of Stage 2 of the EA after the recommended Transportation 
Development Strategy is finalized. This Transportation Development Strategy Report will be made available for stakeholder review in late 2010. 

Timeframe This Study should be completed as soon as possible. 
Transportation solutions are needed now to address 
transportation problems currently being experienced.

The Ministry of Transportation is committed to undertaking the Study in a timely manner while meeting the requirements of the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment Act.  This includes providing opportunities for public consultation throughout the process.  

Travel Demand 
Analysis

Incorporate the recent economic recession and peak oil 
into the Study data and modelling.

The travel demand analysis completed by the Study Team has incorporated the prospect of economic fluctuations, including higher fuel prices. These fluctuations are difficult to estimate for 
future timeframes and their impact to travel are likewise difficult to estimate. Our specialist team includes economic experts and their resources will be called upon throughout the Study.

Travel Demand 
Analysis

Display congestion levels, goods movement and 
commuter patterns for areas outside of the preliminary 
study area.

Due to the size of the preliminary study area (it encompasses 3 Regional Municipalities and 1 County) the Study Team chose to concentrate on the data within the study area.  The Study Team 
is considering the transportation linkages and gateways outside of the preliminary study area since they can have an influence on the travel demand and traffic patterns in the study area.

Alternatives Prefer a rail / transit / transportation demand 
management solution.

The Study Team used a building-block approach when developing the various alternatives which considered optimizing the existing transportation network and new / 
expanded non-road infrastructure (such as public transit and rail) prior to the consideration of widening / improving / building new road infrastructure. This approach gives 
full consideration to those transportation improvement techniques that have the least physical impact (optimization and new / expanded non-road infrastructure) and then, if 
future needs aren’t entirely met, considers further techniques where more infrastructure would be required (widening / improving / building new road infrastructure). With full 
use of optimization techniques and new / expanded non-road infrastructure initiatives in the preliminary study area in addition to the Metrolinx Regional Transportation Plan 
and GO 2020 Strategic Plan, a further 4% reduction in auto demand could be achieved along with a 10% reduction in longer distance truck demand. Road widening (Group# 
3) and new corridor (Group #4) Alternatives were thus still found to be required in order to address the remaining 2031 future capacity needs in the study area.
The Province is currently planning many transit initiatives in the preliminary study area that were recommended by GO Transit as a part of the GO 2020 Strategic Plan and by Metrolinx as 
a part of the Regional Transportation Plan. All of the transit improvements recommended by GO Transit and Metrolinx have been incorporated as a part of the base network for this Study. 
More details on these improvements can be viewed on the GO Transit website at www.gotransit.com or Metrolinx Regional Transportation Plan at www.metrolinx.com/thebigmove. 
The draft Transportation Development Strategy has identified ways to improve freight movement by rail, through supporting the following actions:
Removal of constraints to improve freight and passenger rail operations and increase utilization; 
Coordinate with CN Rail, CP Rail and Metrolinx to identify freight rail / passenger rail conflict points;
Support potential future initiatives to remove freight rail / passenger rail conflicts;
Provide grade separations at key road / rail crossings; and
Support the Ontario-Quebec Continental Gateway strategy.

Alternatives Prefer solutions that encourage active transportation 
(cycling and pedestrian travel).

The Study Team has examined Transportation Demand Management (TDM) alternatives to shift demand from the existing transportation network 
to alternative modes of transportation, principally transit, cycling and walking. Active transportation is an integral part of the Metrolinx Regional 
Transportation Plan. More details on the Metrolinx Regional Transportation Plan can be viewed at www.metrolinx.com/thebigmove.
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SUMMARY OF KEY PUBLIC AND INTEREST GROUP COMMENTS RAISED FROM PICS #2 TO #4

THEME COMMENT RESPONSE

Alternatives Consider dedicated truck lanes. Some very preliminary analysis was carried out in assessing the benefit of utilizing the new transportation corridor as a truck only 
route. This will be carried forward for further consideration and analysis during Stage 2 of the EA Study

Alternatives Consider dedicated High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes 
and bus lanes. 

The Ministry of Transportation has developed a plan for adding HOV lanes to the 400-series highways in the Greater Golden Horseshoe over the next 25 years. It is a 
plan for building an HOV network that allows for more efficient travel for all vehicles on some of the most heavily used and congested highways in our major urban areas. 
There is potential for over 450 kilometres of new HOV lanes to be created. More details of the Ministry’s HOV Plan can be obtained by visiting the website at: 
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/traveller/hov/plan2007.shtml#figure3 
In addition, bus lanes and other dedicated bus facilities are either now in service or are in the planning stages for several provincial and municipal 
services. Both of these techniques are expected to provide better use of existing and future transportation infrastructure.  

Alternatives Consider transit corridor allowances along any new 
highways.

The Ministry of Transportation will consider the implementation of higher order transit along any new transportation corridor.

Alternatives Consider transportation solutions that have been 
implemented in other Provinces or internationally to 
ensure all reasonable and innovative transportation 
solutions are examined.

The Study Team has considered relevant transportation studies and how other jurisdictions deal with transportation issues, including current transportation planning occurring 
out-of-province and internationally.  Our Study Team includes an extensive group of specialists that are familiar with similar initiatives elsewhere in the world.

Alternatives Concern regarding the location of the Group #4 
Alternatives.

The representative Group 4 (New Transportation Corridors) alternatives shown are intended to illustrate possible end points and potential connections 
to the transportation network. Specific route locations/alignments of these illustrative alternatives, the detailed effects (advantages and disadvantages), 
as well as the selection of the Preferred Alternative(s) will be examined in more detail in subsequent steps of the EA Process.

Alternatives Why were Alternatives 4-4 and 4-5 not carried forward? 
A new corridor to Guelph through the Niagara 
Escarpment would be beneficial.

Upon evaluation and analysis, Alternatives 4-2 and 4-3 were found to provide better overall benefits and less impact when compared to the other alternatives, and were therefore 
recommended as part of the draft Transportation Development Strategy. Alternatives 4-2 or 4-3 have both been found to be able to address the transportation demands west of 
Milton through widening of Highway 401, while avoiding the significant effects and costs associated with impacts to agricultural lands, cultural features, and crossing the Niagara 
Escarpment, Greenbelt and other environmentally sensitive features. (Note: subsequently, additional analysis was carried out for Alternatives 4-2 and 4-3; see Chapter 5.)

Alternatives Why were the widening alternatives not carried forward? 
They won’t have as big an impact on the natural 
environment as a new corridor.

The Study Team considered road widening (Group #3) and new corridor (Group #4) Alternatives. Upon analysis and evaluation using factors and criteria relating 
to the natural environment, social environment, cultural environment, economy, transportation, as well as cost and constructability, Alternative 3-1 was found to 
be least preferred when compared to the Group #4 new corridor alternatives. Widening existing highways was found to be more costly to construct, would have 
severe constructability issues, a severe negative impact on the 407 Transitway, and would result in local community and economic impacts associated with 
major traffic disruption and delay during construction.  Alternative 3-1 also did not address the operational issues within the preliminary study area.
We do acknowledge that the Group #4 Alternatives have higher natural environment effects than the Group #3 Alternatives. That has been recognized and 
considered in the evaluation. Alternative 3-1 was identified as most preferred from a Natural Environment and Cultural perspective and similar to some of the Group 
#4 Alternatives from an economic perspective. However, Alternative 3-1 has higher Land Use / Social impacts, does not perform as well from a transportation 
perspective and has some significant constructability challenges.  Given these issues, Alternative 3-1 was not carried forward for further consideration. More detailed 
information on the evaluation of alternatives and rationale for the preferred alternatives (as presented at PIC #4) is available in Chapter 3 of this report. 

Alternatives A corridor connection between Highway 400 
and Highway 427 passes almost entirely through 
lands designated as Greenbelt and encompasses 
environmentally significant areas.

Forecasts for the GTA West preliminary study area show substantial growth to 2031: population and employment are expected to more than double between 2001 and 2031, including 
growth of more than 1 million people and more than 450,000 jobs. As a result of this population and employment growth, 2031 travel demand is expected to increase and will be 
accommodated through the several means of transportation improvements that are proposed, including new highways. It has been demonstrated that even with a multi-modal solution 
to providing for future travel demands, this projected rise in traffic volumes is anticipated to be accompanied by worsening congestion and travel conditions during peak periods 
and throughout the day, particularly on Highways 401, 400, 427 and 410. 407 ETR is also anticipated to operate with major congestion between Highways 400 and 427. This future 
roadway congestion is expected even with the significant investment in transit recommended in the Metrolinx Regional Transportation Plan, highway improvements already planned 
by MTO and area municipalities, and the Group 1 and Group 2 initiatives recommended in the draft Transportation Development Strategy developed by the Study Team. 
Without additional highway improvements to compliment the investment in transit infrastructure, the projected increase in congestion on the highways in the study area is forecast to:
impact commuter travel resulting in increased travel times between Urban Growth Centres in the study area (i.e. +15% - Vaughan 
to Milton, +20% Brampton to Vaughan, +35% Milton to Vaughan, and +40% Guelph to Vaughan); 
impact tourist travel with Highway 401, through Mississauga, representing a key bottleneck between Southwestern Ontario and 
the Niagara area and Eastern Ontario, Toronto, and cottage country to the north of the GTA; and
increase travel delays and unpredictability in travel times for goods movement into and through the GTA, which will have negative impacts on the competitiveness of the GTA 
and the broader Southern Ontario region and limit the ability to retain and attract new industry that depends on access to major highways, ports and rail terminals.     
The major highways in York and Peel Regions, for example, are all forecast to be operating over capacity by 2031 even with the significant investments in transit noted 
above. Highways 401, 400, 427 and 410 were all identified as needing additional capacity to accommodate the project growth in these communities, with or without 
the proposed GTA West corridor.    Impacts related to inter-regional traffic (autos and trucks) using municipal roads are also forecast to increase significantly by 2031, 
and many stakeholders noted that this trend is already beginning to cause problems in many communities. Much of the diversion in longer distance trips to municipal 
roads within the GTA West study area can be traced back to recurring congestion on Highway 401, including congestion at the Highway 401/400 interchange. 
Given these problems, the Study Team fully examined a number of alternatives, including modal alternatives and road widening alternatives, prior to recommending new corridor infrastructure.
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Environmental 
Effects

Generally concerned about environmental effects. The GTA West Study is an environmental planning process, required by law, to ensure the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) examines alternative ways of addressing 
transportation problems and opportunities in selecting a preferred alternative. When considering alternatives, MTO is required to consider the advantages and disadvantages 
of the various alternatives on the natural, socio-economic and cultural environments. The evaluation process was designed to select an alternative that avoids, minimizes 
or prevents adverse effects to significant environmental features, including land use, natural, socio-economic and cultural features, to the extent possible.
The Study Team has compiled a Draft Overview of Environmental Conditions and Constraints Report (July 2008) which documents the existing environmental 
conditions and constraints within the preliminary study area. As the EA Study progresses more detailed environmental investigations will be undertaken. 
The Draft Overview of Environmental Conditions and Constraints Report is available on the study website at www.gta-west.com.

Environmental 
Effects

Protect the Greenbelt, the Oak Ridges Moraine, Niagara 
Escarpment and other conservation areas.

The EA process being followed by the GTA West Study Team is designed to carefully consider potential impacts to environmental features including the 
Niagara Escarpment, Greenbelt, Oak Ridges Moraine and other conservation areas during the generation and evaluation of alternatives.  
The results of the evaluation determined that while Alternatives 4-2 and 4-3 will result in new footprint impacts to some previously undisturbed areas, these alternatives have 
fewer impacts to sensitive designated lands and their impacts are considered relatively moderate and mitigable (particularly when compared to Alternatives 4-4 and 4-5 which 
result in a new escarpment crossing and significant encroachment into the Greenbelt).  Impacts to natural areas will be minimized where possible during generation / evaluation 
of route planning alternatives in the next stage of the EA.  The next EA study stage will also be supported by environmental field work that will include identifying locations 
of the most sensitive features within these designated areas. (Note: subsequently, additional analysis was carried out for Alternatives 4-2 and 4-3; see Chapter 5.)

Environmental 
Effects

Concern about increased development pressure along 
any new corridor located in Greenbelt lands.

If a new corridor is located within the Greenbelt, limited highway access and proper land use policies can discourage development pressure for lands adjacent to the new corridor. 

Environmental 
Effects

Protect natural recreation areas (i.e. The Bruce Trail, rural 
hiking trails)

The Study Team has compiled a Draft Overview of Environmental Conditions and Constraints Report (July 2008) which documents the existing environmental constraints within the preliminary 
study area, including a recreation and trail map (Exhibit 4-7). The Draft Overview of Environmental Conditions and Constraints Report is available on the study website at www.gta-west.com. 
As we move forward in the study we will begin gathering further detailed information on trail networks within the study area.  This information will be used 
primarily in Stage 2 of the EA (Route Location) when the preferred alignment and right-of-way requirement for a new corridor will be determined.  At that 
stage the Study Team will consider all trails and will develop mitigation measures to ensure trail connectivity, if impacts are anticipated.  

Environmental 
Effects

Protect agricultural lands and the interests of farmers 
and rural landowners.

The study maintains as an underlying principle to protect prime agricultural lands to the extent possible which is consistent with the provincial policy direction in the 
Growth Plan (2006) and Greenbelt Plan (2005). Each of the road widening and new corridor alternatives were assessed based on a number of evaluation criteria, 
such as natural environment (including agriculture and rural land use), social environment, cultural environment, economic, transportation performance and cost and 
constructability. Alternatives 4-2 and 4-3 were found to provide better overall benefits and less impact as compared to the other alternatives, and were, therefore 
recommended to be carried forward for additional analysis. (Note: subsequently, additional analysis was carried out for Alternatives 4-2 and 4-3; see Chapter 5.)
The additional analysis of these options will allow us to look more closely at the specific potential effects associated with these two options including 
specific effects to land-use, the agricultural community and natural environment in order to make a more informed decision.      

Environmental 
Effects

Concerns regarding the effects of increased idling and 
traffic on air quality.

As the study progresses, specific measures of the effects on air quality will be developed. Stage 1 of the EA Study included an assessment of regional air quality including an 
examination of greenhouse gas emissions associate with the various alternatives. More detailed air quality modeling will be undertaken during Stage 2 of the EA Study.

Provincial 
Transportation 
Planning

The Province’s transportation planning efforts should be 
coordinated.

While the GTA West Corridor EA Study is primarily examining east-west travel in the Greater Golden Horseshoe (GGH), the transportation demand forecasting for the study has 
been based on the entire transportation network in the GGH. Therefore, future travel to and from cities/communities outside the preliminary study area, such as Peterborough 
and Fort Erie US, has been accounted for. In addition, the analysis and findings from other Ministry of Transportation studies, such as the Niagara to GTA Corridor, 427 Corridor 
Extension, Highway 407 East Extension Corridor and municipal transportation studies, has been considered and coordinated throughout the GTA West EA Study.

Corridor 
Protection

What is the purpose of the Areas of Interest? It has been recognized that the fast-paced land development in certain areas within the preliminary study area may significantly reduce the amount of opportunities 
available for new transportation corridors. The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has been working with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH), the Ministry 
of Energy and Ministry of Infrastructure (formerly Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure (MEI)) and municipalities to explore strategies to retain corridor opportunities while 
the EA Study is still underway. This work has led to the identification of strategic and critical locations that are under development pressure - called “Areas of Interest”. The 
identification of the “Areas of Interest” will guide the Province and municipalities in monitoring and reviewing development activities in the preliminary study area.

Growth Plan General doubt about the predicted growth figures in the 
Growth Plan.

The Greater Golden Horseshoe is one of the fastest growing regions in North America. The Growth Plan is a 25-year plan that sets out a vision and strategic policy 
direction for managing growth in the Greater Golden Horseshoe. The population and employment projections and distributions that have been developed by the Study 
Team are consistent with the policy objectives of the Growth Plan and have been developed in consultation with the Ministry of Energy and Ministry of Infrastructure 
(formerly Ministry of Public Infrastructure and Renewal), Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing and the municipalities within the preliminary study area.

Growth Plan The planning horizon of 2031 is too short of a planning 
timeframe.

The Study Team recognizes the challenge to balance the need for planning for longer terms and the need to have reliable forecast information regarding growth patterns.  It is 
particularly important to strike the right balance in order to make informed decisions when planning for major infrastructures.  The planning horizon and the growth level in the 
GTA West Corridor Study are consistent with the Growth Plan which provides the growth targets and the associated growth management policies for the year 2031.

Growth Plan Discourage the propagation of urban sprawl. This study was initiated to support the policy directions of the Province’s Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2006), which was designed specifically 
to direct growth to built-up areas, where the capacity exists to accommodate the expected population and employment growth. Subsequently, the focus of this EA 
study has been to provide better transportation linkages between Urban Growth Centres in the GTA West Corridor preliminary study area identified in the Growth 
Plan (including Downtown Guelph, Downtown Milton, Brampton City Centre and Vaughan Metropolitan Centre) through an integrated system of transportation modes 
characterized by efficient public transit, a highway system for moving people and goods with good access to intermodal facilities, airports and transit hubs.

Growth Plan Concern about the rate of growth in Southern Ontario. A planning vision for the Greater Golden Horseshoe Region to 2031 has been outlined in the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2006). Among 
other policy directions, the Growth Plan identifies the need to plan for infrastructure to support growth and for better transportation linkages between Urban 
Growth Centres. Within the GTA West Corridor study area, these Urban Growth Centres include Brampton City Centre, Vaughan Metropolitan Centre, 
Downtown Milton, and Downtown Guelph.  We encourage you to review the Growth Plan.  A copy can be found at www.placestogrow.ca.   
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7.2.7. Media
Through the duration of the project, media (newspapers 
/ online blogs) in the preliminary study area have been 
reporting on the project’s progress. Media outlets also 
attended	 select	 Public	 Information	 Centre’s.	 For	 a	 sample	
of	articles	written	on	 the	project,	 refer	 to	 the	Supplemental	
Consultation Record.

7.3. MUNICIPAL CONSULTATION
7.3.1. Municipal Advisory Group
A Municipal Advisory Group (MAG) was formed during 
the Study’s commencement and included representatives 
from upper and lower tier municipalities in the preliminary 
study area. The MAG provided input from a municipal and 
regional perspective.

A pre-study meeting was held on January 12, 2006, ahead 
of	study	initiation,	and	the	first	MAG	meeting	was	held	on	
March 6, 2007. Both of these meetings were held prior to ToR 
approval.   An additional four meetings were held leading 
up to the release of the Draft Strategy Report (March 2011).  
These included:

•	 MAG #2 (February 3, 2009) - to discuss transportation 
problems and opportunities in the preliminary study 
area.  The meeting provided the opportunity for 
preliminary feedback and questions on the problems and 
opportunities material;

•	 MAG #3 (June 24, 2009) - to get feedback on the proposed 
process to generate and evaluate alternatives and acquire 
input to the types of alternatives that should be considered;

•	 MAG #4 (November 3, 2009) - to receive feedback on the 
generated alternatives and the assessment process used; 
and

•	 MAG #5 (May 11, 2010) - to present and receive feedback 
on the preliminary planning alternatives [including 
initiatives to optimize the existing transportation network 
(Group #1) and introduce new/improved non-roadway 
infrastructure (Group #2)], the short-listed transportation 
alternatives [potential road widening’s / improvements 
and new transportation corridors (Groups #3 and #4)], 
and the preliminary assessment of the short-listed 
alternatives.

The summary notes from MAG meetings #2 to #5 are provided 
in the corresponding PIC Consultation Records.

Additional MAG meetings were held following the release 
of the Draft Strategy Report (February 2011) and as part of 
the consultation undertaken for the additional analysis in the 
Halton Area (MAG #6 and 7). See Sections 7.7.2 and 7.8.2 for 
more details on these.

7.3.2. Individual Technical Meetings

In addition to MAG meetings, the Study Team held 
individual technical meetings with the upper- and lower-
tier municipalities in the preliminary study area as needed / 
requested. The following is a list of those meetings, the date 
they were held and their overall purpose:

DATE MEETING PURPOSE

March 18, 2008 Town of Caledon Council Workshop Updated Council on the study’s progress since the approval of the 
ToR, reviewed the purpose of study and addressed questions.

April 11, 2008 Corridor Protection Meeting with 
Municipalities, MAH, PIR

Provided an update on the study’s progress, discussed 
corridor protection issues and addressed questions.

May 16, 2008 Town of Caledon Council/Staff Provided an update on the study’s progress and answered questions.

February 23, 2009 Municipal Workshop – Halton Region To discuss corridor protection issues, review areas of interest 
identified by the Study Team, discuss opportunities to refine these 
areas and identify any additional areas known by municipalities.
To discuss corridor protection issues, review areas of interest 
identified by the Study Team, discuss opportunities to refine these 
areas and identify any additional areas known by municipalities.

February 24, 2009 Municipal Workshop – Peel Region

February 24, 2009 Municipal Workshop – York Region

March 2, 2009 Municipal Workshop – Guelph/Wellington

April 24, 2009 Town of Halton Hills Council Workshop Discussed corridor protection and development issues related 
to the areas of interest identified by the Study Team.

June 8, 2009 City of Vaughan Planning Department Discussed development activity and municipal planning studies and 
the need to consult regarding potential corridor protection.

June 9, 2009 Township of King  Planning Department Discussed development activity and municipal planning studies.

June 25, 2009 Town of Caledon Discussed development activity and municipal planning studies and 
the need to consult regarding potential corridor protection.

July 3, 2009 City of Brampton Planning Department Discussed development activity and municipal planning studies and 
the need to consult regarding potential corridor protection.

July 3, 2009 Town of Halton Hills Planning Department Discussed development activity and municipal planning studies and 
the need to consult regarding potential corridor protection.

October 13, 2009 Halton Transportation Advisory Committee Presentation and discussion on the Draft Area Transportation 
System Problems and Opportunities Report

May 25, 2010 Halton Transportation Advisory Committee Presentation and discussion on the Draft Area 
Transportation Systems Alternatives Report

June 14, 2010 Town of Milton Staff Follow-up meeting to MAG #5 to present and receive 
feedback on preliminary planning alternatives.

September 7, 2010 Municipal Workshop – York Region To discuss and obtain input on the draft route planning study area limits for new 
transportation corridor alternative(s) that would be carried forward into  
the next stage of the EA.September 9, 2010 Municipal Workshop – Halton Region

September 10, 2010 City of Guelph Staff To provide an update on the progress of the GTA West Strategy and 
summarize the City of Guelph’s Transit Growth Strategy and Plan.

September 13, 2010 Municipal Workshop – Peel Region To discuss and obtain input on the draft route planning study 
area limits for new transportation corridor alternative(s) that 
would be carried forward into the next stage of the EA.

 The summary notes from these meetings are included in the 
Supplemental Consultation Record.

Additional technical meetings were held following the 
release of the Draft Strategy Report (February 2011) as part of 
the consultation undertaken for the additional analysis in the 
Halton	Area	and	as	part	of	the	consultation	for	refinements	
to the Preliminary Route Planning Study Area. See Sections 
7.7.2 , 7.8.2 and 7.9 for more details.
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7.3.3. Council / Committee Presentations

The Study Team was received as delegations at upper-tier 
municipal	councils	and	committees	at	the	time	of	each	round	
of Public Information Centres to provide updates on the 
progress	of	the	Study.		The	consultation	program	was	flexible	
to accommodate requests for additional presentations (e.g. 
provide presentation to local municipalities if requested and 
as possible).  The summary notes from these meetings are 
included in the corresponding PIC Consultation Records.  
Presentations were also recorded in the municipal minutes of 
meeting as adopted.   The presentations associated with PICs 
#2 – 4 were held as follows:

PRIOR TO / DURING PIC #2
•	 Halton	Region	–	Planning	and	Public	Works	Committee	

February 4, 2009
•	 Peel	Region	–	General	Committee 

February 5, 2009
•	 County of Wellington Council*  

February 26, 2009
•	 York Region – Planning and Economic Development 

Committee						March	4,	2009

*The City of Guelph as well as lower-tier municipalities in the 
County	of	Wellington	were	invited	to	attend	the	Wellington	
Council presentation.

PRIOR TO / DURING PIC #3
•	 Halton	Region	–	Planning	and	Public	Works	Committee	

(joint presentation with NGTA Study Team) 
November 12, 2009

•	 Town of Caledon – Council  
November 17, 2009

•	 County of Wellington Council*  
November 23, 2009

•	 Peel	Region	–	General	Committee	  
December 3, 2009

•	 City of Brampton – Council  
January 27, 2010

*As above.

By request of the Commissioner of Transportation and Works 
and through the Manager of Transportation Planning, the 

GTA West Study Team delegation scheduled for December 2, 
2009 at the York Region Planning and Economic Development 
Committee	 was	 cancelled.	 The	 material	 that	 was	 to	 be	
presented was forwarded to the Regional Clerk on November 
24,	2009	for	distribution	to	Committee	members.

PRIOR TO / DURING PIC #4
•	 Halton	Region	–	Planning	and	Public	Works	Committee	

(joint presentation with NGTA Study Team) June 16, 
2010

•	 York Region – Planning and Economic Development 
Committee	June	16,	2010

•	 Peel	Region	–	General	Committee	 June	17,	2010
•	 City of Brampton – Planning and Development 

Committee	June	21,	2010
•	 Town of Caledon – Council June 22, 2010
•	 County of Wellington Council* June 24, 2010

*As above

Additional	 council	 /	 committee	 presentations	 were	 made	
following the release of the Draft Strategy Report (February 
2011) and as part of the consultation undertaken for the 
additional analysis in the Halton Area (PIC #5). See Sections 
7.7.2 and 7.8.2 for more details.

7.3.4. Summary of Municipal Comments Received

All correspondence with Municipal Stakeholders is included 
in the Supplemental Consultation Record.   

The following summarizes key municipal comments, which 
are largely consistent with the public input noted in Section 
7.2.6:

•	 Understood	 and	 agreed	 that	 significant	 transportation	
problems would occur in the area if the growth envisioned 
in the Growth Plan occurred;

•	 Understood and supported the ‘building block’ approach 
as they generally supported the concept of optimizing the 
existing network and improving non-roadway solutions 
prior to the consideration of building new roadway 
infrastructure;

•	 Recognized that optimizing the existing network and 
improving non-roadway solutions only could not fully 

address all the future transportation problems and some 
new roadway infrastructure was likely required;

•	 Supported the Province’s commitment to public transit 
and	 a	 transit	 first	 approach	 and	 recognized	 the	 long	
timelines involved in planning new infrastructure; 

•	 Concerned about the timelines required to plan and 
construct new infrastructure and were concerned 
about the impact this could have on land development 
applications;

•	 Some felt that the planning horizon (2031) was too short 
and the Province should be considering a timeframe 
beyond that time horizon.  For this and/or other reasons 
(for example, improved economic links to the Guelph 
area), Alternatives 4-4 and 4-5 were favoured in some 
instances; and,

•	 Supported the alternatives being carried forward for 
further consideration however,
 ₋ Some	 (specifically	 the	 Town	 of	 Halton	 Hills)	 were	
concerned	 about	 the	 benefits	 of	 Alternative	 4-3	 in	
relation to 4-2; it was felt that Alternative 4-3 would 
have	 significantly	 higher	 social	 and	 agricultural	
impacts than 4-2; and,

 ₋ Wanted	 to	 know	 how	 specific	 route	 alternatives	
would impact their communities.

7.4. REGULATORY AGENCY CONSULTATION
7.4.1. Regulatory Agency Advisory Group

A Regulatory Agency Advisory Group (RAAG) was 
formed during the Study’s commencement and includes 
potentially	affected	provincial	ministries,	agencies	(including	
Conservation Authorities), and federal departments. 

The	first	RAAG	meeting	was	held	on	March	9,	2007	during	
the ToR round of consultation.  An additional four meetings 
were held leading up to the release of the Draft Strategy 
Report (February 2011).  These included:

•	 RAAG #2 (February 12, 2009) - to discuss transportation 
problems and opportunities in the preliminary study 
area.  The meeting provided the opportunity for 
preliminary feedback and questions on the problems and 
opportunities material;

•	 RAAG #3 (June 19, 2009) - to get feedback on the proposed 
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process to generate and evaluate alternatives and acquire 
input to the types of alternatives that should be considered. 
This meeting was held as a joint meeting with the Niagara 
to GTA Corridor Environmental Assessment team;

•	 RAAG #4 (November 10, 2009) - to receive feedback on 
the generated alternatives and the assessment process 
used; and

•	 RAAG #5 (May 7, 2010) - to present and receive feedback 
on the preliminary planning alternatives [including 
initiatives to optimize the existing transportation network 
(Group #1) and introduce new / improved non-roadway 
infrastructure (Group #2)], the short-listed transportation 
alternatives [potential road widening’s / improvements 
and new transportation corridors (Groups #3 and #4)], and 
the preliminary assessment of the short-listed alternatives. 
This meeting was held as a joint meeting with the Niagara 
to GTA Corridor Environmental Assessment team.

The summary notes from RAAG meetings #2 to #5, held during 
the draft Transportation Development Strategy consultation, 
are provided in the corresponding PIC Consultation Records. 

Additional RAAG meetings were held following the release 
of the Draft Strategy Report (February 2011) and as part of 
the consultation undertaken for the additional analysis in the 
Halton Area (RAAG #6 and #7). See Sections 7.7.2 and 7.8.2 
for more details.

7.4.2. Other Agency Meetings

In addition to RAAG meetings, the Study Team held individual 
technical meetings with agencies in the preliminary study 
area as needed/requested. The following is a list of these 
meetings, the date they were held and their overall purpose:

DATE MEETING PURPOSE

December 15, 2008 Ontario Chamber of Commerce To discuss the identification of problems and 
opportunities within the preliminary study area.

May 19, 2009 Conservation Authority Workshop – Conservation 
Halton/Niagara Escarpment Commission (NEC)

To discuss current Conservation Authority/NEC studies and the 
sensitive environmental features within the preliminary study area.

May 20, 2009 Conservation Authority Workshop – Toronto 
and Region Conservation Authority

May 20, 2009 Conservation Authority Workshop – 
Credit Valley Conservation

May 26, 2009 Conservation Authority Workshop – Grand 
River Conservation Authority

September 25, 2009 GTA West and Niagara to GTA 
Provincial Agency Workshop

Workshop to update agency members on the work completed 
for NGTA and GTA West and to engage agency members in a 
discussion to encourage the members to provide comments and 
/ or potential policy issues with the preliminary alternatives.

September 28, 2009 Ontario Growth Secretariat Reviewed purpose of study and addressed questions.

November 16, 2009 Meeting with Greenbelt Council Reviewed how Greenbelt Plan policies will be addressed.

January 21, 2010 Niagara Escarpment Commission, Board Meeting Joint Niagara to GTA and GTA West presentation 
providing a study progress update.

February 9, 2010 Ontario Power Authority / Hydro One To discuss coordination opportunities between the GTA 
West Study and prospective Hydro Corridor study.

February 24, 2010 Ontario Power Authority / Hydro One To further discuss coordination opportunities between the 
GTA West Study and prospective Hydro Corridor study. 

April 22, 2010 GTA West and Niagara to GTA Inter-
Governmental Provincial Agency Workshop 
(MTO, MEI, MAH, GO Transit, Metrolinx)

Purpose of the workshop is to present preliminary planning 
alternatives, preliminary assessment of the alternatives 
developed, discuss potential implementation responsibilities 
and conformity with existing provincial policies/ regulations 
and coordination with other related provincial initiatives.

June 10, 2010 407 ETR To present and receive feedback on preliminary planning alternatives.

June 17, 2010 Niagara Escarpment Commission Provided a study progress update and addressed questions.

July 29, 2010 Joint GTA West / NGTA meeting with Southern 
Ontario Gateway Council (SOGC)

To discuss the draft Transportation Development Strategies.

September 10, 2010 Joint GTA West / NGTA meeting with Greenbelt Council To present the draft Transportation Development Strategies.

September 16, 2010 Conservation Halton To provide a study progress update, discuss sensitive environmental 
features within the preliminary study area and address questions.

September 20, 2010 Ministry of the Environment (MOE) – Environmental 
Assessment Approvals Branch (EAAB)

To provide a study update, overview of recommendations, the process 
followed and compliance with the Terms of Reference, and review 
key comments / issues and First Nations consultation held to date.

September 24, 2010 Ontario Power Authority / Hydro One To further discuss coordination opportunities between the GTA West 
Study and prospective Hydro Corridor study as per the issued agenda.

October 5, 2010 Joint GTA West / NGTA meeting with 
Ontario Chamber of Commerce

To discuss the draft Transportation Development Strategies.

October 13, 2010 Joint GTA West / NGTA meeting with 407 ETR To discuss the draft Transportation Development Strategies.

November 30, 2010 Ontario Power Authority / Hydro One To further discuss coordination opportunities between the 
GTA West Study and prospective Hydro Corridor study.

The summary notes from these meetings are included in the 
Supplemental Consultation Record.

Additional agency meetings were held following the release 
of the Draft Strategy Report (February 2011) and as part of 

the consultation undertaken for the additional analysis in the 
Halton Area. See Sections 7.7.2 and 7.8.2 for more details on 
these.
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7.4.3. Summary of Agency Comments Received

All correspondence with Agency Stakeholders is included in 
the Supplemental Consultation Record.   

The following summarizes key agency comments prior to the 
release of the draft Strategy:

•	 Understood	 and	 agreed	 that	 significant	 transportation	
problems would occur in the area if the growth envisioned 
in the Growth Plan occurred;

•	 Understood and supported the ‘building block’ approach 
as they generally supported the concept of optimizing the 
existing network and improving non-roadway solutions 
prior to the consideration of building new roadway 
infrastructure;

•	 Recognized that optimizing the existing network and 
improving non-roadway solutions only could not fully 
address all the future transportation problems and some 
new roadway infrastructure was likely required;

•	 Supported the Province’s commitment to public transit 
and	 a	 transit	 first	 approach	 and	 recognized	 the	 long	
timelines involved in planning new infrastructure; 

•	 Concerned about natural environment impacts;

•	 Supported the alternatives being carried forward for 
further consideration however,
 ₋ Wanted	 to	 know	 how	 specific	 route	 alternatives	

would impact their mandates/jurisdictions; and, 
 ₋ Liked that a new crossing of the Niagara Escarpment 

was avoided.

7.5. TRANSPORTATION SERVICE PROVIDERS 
AND BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL STAKEHOLDERS 
CONSULTATION
In April - August 2008, the Study Team consulted with 
Transportation Service Providers (TSP) and Business and 
Commercial	Stakeholders	(BCS)	in	order	to	better	understand	
people and goods movement within the preliminary 
study area and to obtain relevant information about their 
transportation requirements. TSP and BCS stakeholders were 
consulted	via	letter	/	e-questionnaire,	face-to-face	interviews	
and/or through one-on-one phone interviews.
A copy of the Business and Commercial Stakeholders & 

Transportation Service Providers Problems and Opportunities 
Consultation Summary Report has been compiled under 
separate cover.

An additional TSP / BCS meeting was held following the 
release of the Draft Strategy Report (February 2011). See  
Section 7.7.2 for more details.

7.5.1. Individual Technical Meetings

In addition to the TSP/BCS consultation, the Study Team held 
individual technical meetings with transportation service 
providers and business and commercial stakeholders in the 
preliminary study area as needed/requested. The following 
is a list of these meetings, the date they were held and their 
overall purpose to the release of the draft Strategy:

DATE MEETING PURPOSE

October 21, 2008 GO Transit Reviewed the study purpose and 
transportation forecasting approach.

July 27, 2009 407 ETR Discussion of the projects in 
relation to the 407 ETR.

October 14, 2009 Metrolinx/
GO Transit

To provide a study update and 
present and seek feedback 
on the group alternatives 
that had been generated.

February 19, 2010 Metrolinx/
GO Transit/
Smart 
Commute

Joint meeting with Metrolinx, 
GO Transit and Smart Commute 
to Discuss Transportation 
Demand Management (TDM) 
and transit concepts.

The summary notes from those meetings are included in the 
Supplemental Consultation Record.

7.6. FIRST NATIONS
During the development of the draft Terms of Reference, 
MTO	 identified	 First	 Nations	 that	 may	 have	 an	 interest	
in the preliminary study area.  Based on this review MTO 
initiated contact with four First Nations groups including: 
the Six Nations of the Grand River Territory Elected Council; 
the Six Nations of the Grand River Confederacy Council (the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy Council); the Mississaugas of 
the New Credit First Nation; and the Kawartha Nishnawbe 
First Nation.

Following the approval of the EA Terms of Reference, MTO 
continued to engage these First Nations groups. 

The early focus	 of	 consultation	 with	 the	 identified	 First	
Nations assisted the Study Team with the collection of data 
on the location and understanding of treaty rights and 
traditional land uses, as well as other aspects that may be of 
interest to these First Nations groups.

Consultation held prior to / during PIC #2
Letters	were	 sent	by	MTO	to	 the	 four	First	Nations	groups	
on	February	4,	2009	inviting	them	to	attend	PIC	#2	in	order	
to review and comment on the materials presented.  Notice 
of PIC #2 was also advertised in the following weekly 
newspapers:

•	 Turtle Island News
•	 Tekawennake New Credit Reporter

In addition to inviting the First Nations community members 
to	 PIC	 #2,	MTO	offered	 to	 present	 the	 information	 to	 First	
Nations communities and / or their Councils. 

Consultation held prior to / during PIC #3
A meeting was held with the Mississaugas of the New Credit 
First Nation on October 28, 2009 in order to provide a study 
progress update, present and seek feedback on the process 
framework for developing & assessing transportation 
alternatives and to present and seek feedback on the group 
alternatives that had been generated.

The	Study	Team	also	offered	 the	opportunity	 to	meet	with	
First	Nation	communities	potentially	affected	by	the	project	
at their request at any point in the study process.

Letters	were	sent	by	MTO	to	the	four	First	Nations	groups	on	
November	9,	2009	inviting	them	to	attend	PIC	#3	in	order	to	
review and comment on the materials presented. 

Notice of PIC #3 was also advertised in the above mentioned 
weekly newspapers.

Consultation held prior to / during PIC #4
A meeting was held with the Six Nations of the Grand River 
on April 10, 2010 to provide them with an update on study 
progress and discuss the draft framework of the First Nations 
Existing Conditions Report. 
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The	Study	Team	also	offered	the	opportunity	to	meet	with	the	
other	First	Nations	communities	potentially	affected	by	 the	
project at their request.

Letters	were	sent	by	MTO	to	the	four	First	Nations	groups	on	
April 21, 2010 informing them of the release of the draft Area 
Transportation Systems Report.

Letters	were	also	sent	by	MTO	to	the	four	First	Nations	groups	
on	May	26,	2010	 inviting	 them	to	attend	PIC	#4	 in	order	 to	
review and comment on the materials presented. 

Notice of PIC #4 was also advertised in the above mentioned 
weekly newspapers.

All correspondence with First Nations is included in the 
corresponding PIC consultation record. 

A First Nations communications binder has also been 
assembled which includes the First Nations consultation 
plan, meeting minutes, record of contact with agencies, and 
communication logs for each First Nation. The binder is 
constantly updated.

On September 20, 2010, the Study Team was invited to 
present the draft Transportation Development Strategy to the 
Mississaugas of the New Credit Chief and Council.  MTO also 
offered	the	same	opportunity	to	the	Six	Nations	of	the	Grand	
River Territory and to the Haudenasaunee Confederacy 
Council.

Study	 Team	 members	 and	 consultants	 also	 met	 with	 staff	
from Mississaugas of the New Credit and Six Nations of 
the Grand River Territory to discuss the development of an 
‘existing conditions report’ for Stage 2 of the EA.

Consultation following the release of the Draft Strategy 
Report (February 2011)

The MTO continued to engage First Nations groups during 
the Draft Strategy Report review period. Two copies of the 
Draft Strategy Report, plus a digital CD copy, were sent to all 
First Nations on the study mailing list on March 8, 2011.
No meeting requests or comments on the draft report have 
been received from First Nations.

Consultation held during the Additional Analysis in Halton 
during PIC #5

Letters	were	also	sent	by	MTO	to	the	four	First	Nations	groups	
on	May	18,	2012	 inviting	 them	to	attend	PIC	#5	 in	order	 to	
review and comment on the materials presented. 

Notice of PIC #5 was also advertised in the above mentioned 
weekly newspapers.

A meeting was held with the Mississaugas of the New Credit 
First Nation on June 18, 2012 to provide a project status update 
to Chief and Council, with the focus being on the additional 
analysis work undertaken in Halton. 

A meeting was held with the Six Nations Consultation and 
Accommodation Process (CAP) Team on August 8, 2012 to  
provide project status updates on the NGTA and GTA West 
Corridor studies.

7.7. CONSULTATION FOLLOWING RELEASE OF DRAFT 
TRANSPORTATION DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY (MARCH 
2011)
The following section outlines the consultation completed 
during the review period for the Draft Transportation 
Development Strategy (Strategy) Report (February 2011). The 
Draft Strategy Report was made available starting March 7, 
2011, for a minimum 90 day review period.  Due to interest 
and the volume of comments, the actual review period 
lasted over 120 days, ending July 8, 2011, although input has 
continued	to	be	submitted	since	then.

All comments received during the review period from the 
general public, interest groups, First Nations, agencies and 
municipalities were considered by the Study Team. The 
consultation which occurred during the Draft Strategy Report 
review period played an integral role in project decisions.

For an outline of the consultation program undertaken to 
support the development of the Draft Strategy Report prior 
to its release in March 2011, refer to Sections 7.2 to 7.6.

7.7.1. Draft Strategy Report Release

Notification	of	 the	 release	of	 the	Draft	Strategy	Report	and	
its	availability	were	provided	via	letter	to	those	on	the	study	

mailing list by regular mail and / or e-mail on March 7, 2011. 
At the time of the Draft Strategy Report’s release, the study 
mailing list included over 1,300 contacts: approximately 
1,070 members of the public, 155 interest groups, and 135 
municipal/provincial/federal contacts. Refer to Section 7.2.1 
for further information on how the study mailing list was 
developed.

The GTA West study website (www.gta-west.com) was 
updated to include the Draft Strategy Report on March 7, 
2011. Hardcopies of the Draft Strategy Report were made 
available	at	local	libraries	and	clerk’s	offices	throughout	the	
study area beginning March 11, 2011. The following is a list 
of the review locations:

DRAFT STRATEGY REPORT REVIEW LOCATIONS

Libraries

1. Vaughan Public Library, Pierre Berton Branch

2. Vaughan Public Library, Kleinburg Branch

3. King Township Public Library, Nobleton Branch

4. King Township Public Library, King City Branch

5. Caledon Public Library, Caledon East Branch

6. City of Brampton Public Library, Chinguacousy Branch

7. City of Brampton Public Library, Cyril Clark Branch and Lecture Hall

8. City of Mississauga Public Library, Meadowvale Branch

9. Town of Halton Hills Public Library, Acton Branch Library

10. Town of Halton Hills Public Library, Georgetown Branch Library

11. Milton Public Library, Main Branch

12. County of Wellington Public Library, Erin Branch

13. County of Wellington Public Library, Rockwood Branch

14. County of Wellington Public Library, Marden Branch

15. County of Wellington Public Library, Puslinch Branch

16. Guelph Public Library, Main Branch

Municipal Clerk’s Offices

1. Region of York, Corporate Services Department

2. City of Vaughan, City Clerk’s Department

3. Township of King, Clerk’s Department

4. Region of Peel, Corporate Services Department

5. Town of Caledon, Administration Department
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DRAFT STRATEGY REPORT REVIEW LOCATIONS

6. City of Brampton, City Clerk’s Office

7. City of Mississauga, Office of the City Clerk

8. Region of Halton, Clerk’s Office

9. Town of Milton, Clerk’s Division

10. Town of Halton Hills, Clerk’s Office

11. Wellington County, Clerk’s and CAO Department

12. Town of Erin, Clerk’s Department

13. Township of Centre Wellington, Clerk’s Department

14. Township of Guelph-Eramosa, Administration / Clerk’s Office

15. Township of Mapleton, Clerk’s Department

16. Township of Puslinch, Administration / Clerk

17. Township of Wellington North, Clerk’s and Administration

18. City of Guelph, City Clerk’s Office

19. Region of Waterloo, Clerk’s Department

On June	2,	2011,		those	on	the	study	mailing	list	were	notified	
by regular mail and / or e-mail of the availability of the Draft 
Strategy Report and the established deadline for comments 
– June 30, 2011. The GTA West study website was updated 
on June 2, 2011 to include the comment deadline [Note: 
The comment deadline was later extended to July 8, 2011 
following a Halton Hills Resident Meeting. See Section 7.7.2.1 
for further details].

7.7.2. Meetings and Council / Committee Presentations

Throughout the review period the Study Team consulted 
with various public, government agency, and municipal 
stakeholders,	 both	 at	 meetings	 and	 at	 council	 /	 committee	
presentations, in order to assist stakeholders in reviewing the 
Draft Strategy Report and to obtain feedback on the report. 
The	consultation	program	during	this	time	was	made	flexible	
in order to permit requests for additional presentations and 
meetings.

The table to the right outlines all of the meetings and council / 
committee	presentations	attended	by	the	Study	Team	during	
the Draft Strategy Report review period.

The summary notes from these meetings are included in the 
Supplemental Consultation Record.

DATE MEETING PURPOSE

April 12, 2011 Caledon Council Workshop To provide an overview of the progress of the Study and review 
the recommendations in the Draft Strategy Report. 

April 14, 2011 Region of Halton, Town of Halton 
Hills, Town of Milton Staff Meeting

To provide an update on the study’s progress, discuss 
specific municipal issues and answer questions.

April 20, 2011 Municipal Advisory Group 
(MAG) Meeting #6

To present and discuss the Draft Strategy Report, with particular focus 
on the Preliminary Route Planning Study Area, in order to facilitate 
municipal review of the report and discuss any preliminary municipal 
comments. See Section 7.3.1 for more information about the MAG.

April 29, 2011 York Region, City of 
Vaughan Staff Meeting

To follow-up on letters received from municipal staff regarding issues 
with the Draft Preliminary Route Planning Study Area.

April 29, 2011 Regulatory Agency Advisory 
Group (RAAG) Meeting #6 

To present and discuss the Draft Strategy Report, with particular focus on 
the Preliminary Route Planning Study Area, in order to facilitate agency 
review of the report and discuss any preliminary agency comments. 
See Section 7.4.1 for more information about the RAAG.

May 2, 2011 Huntington Road Community 
Developer Meeting

To follow-up on a letter submitted regarding issues with the Draft Preliminary 
Route Planning Study Area. Meeting requested by developer.

May 3, 2011 Community Advisory Group 
(CAG) Meeting #8

To present and discuss the Draft Strategy Report, with particular focus on the proposed 
new transportation corridor. See Section 7.2.5 for more information about the CAG. 

May 4, 2011 York Region Planning and 
Economic Development Committee

To provide an overview of the progress of the Study and review 
the recommendations in the Draft Strategy Report.

May 10, 2011 Town of Halton Hills Council To provide an overview of the progress of the Study and review 
the recommendations in the Draft Strategy Report.

May 11, 2011 Transportation Service Providers 
(TSP) / Business and Commercial 
Stakeholders (BCS)

To provide an overview of the Draft Strategy Report and receive and discuss 
preliminary comments on the draft report, as they relate to people and goods 
movement. See Section 7.5 for more information about the TSP / BCS.

May 16, 2011 Town of Caledon Staff To discuss the development pressure issues associated with the 
proposed GTA West Corridor in the Town of Caledon – particularly the 
South Albion-Bolton area and Mayfield West Phases 1 and 2.

May 20, 2011 Halton Peel – Boundary Area 
Transportation Study (HP-BATS) 
Municipal Stakeholder Meeting

To discuss the connection and functional needs at the GTA West Corridor North-
South Link / Highway 401 / 407ETR interchange, and the EA coordination 
process options available when proceeding with Stage 2 of the EA Study.

May 25, 2011 York Region – Councillor 
Deb Schulte Meeting

To follow up on the presentation made by the Study Team to York Region 
Planning and Economic Committee on May 4, 2011. Meeting requested 
by Councillor Deb Schulte, and also attended by municipal staff.

May 26, 2011 Peel Regional Council To provide an overview of the progress of the Study and review 
the recommendations in the Draft Strategy Report.

May 27, 2011 Southern Ontario Gateway Council To provide an overview of the progress of the Study and review 
the recommendations in the Draft Strategy Report.

May 31, 2011 City of Vaughan Committee 
of the Whole

To provide an overview of the progress of the Study and review 
the recommendations in the Draft Strategy Report.

June 4, 2011 Bruce Trail Conservancy Board To provide an overview of the progress of the Study and review 
the recommendations in the Draft Strategy Report.

June 13, 2011 City of Brampton Planning, Design 
and Development Committee

To provide an overview of the progress of the Study and review 
the recommendations in the Draft Strategy Report.

June 16, 2011 Meeting with Sylvia Jones, MPP To discuss the progress of the Study and potential impacts to a large 
agricultural operation in Caledon, also attended by owners.

June 17, 2011 Hydro One To further discuss coordination between the GTA West Study 
and prospective Hydro One transmission corridor EA.
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DATE MEETING PURPOSE

June 17, 2011 Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority (TRCA), Credit Valley 
Conservation Authority (CVC) Staff 
(Note: Conservation Halton 
staff was invited to the meeting, 
but were unable to attend.)

To review the progress of the Study, Conservation Authority input provided to 
date, and to further discuss the Preliminary Route Planning Study Area  

June 20, 2011 Region of Peel, City of 
Brampton, City of Mississauga, 
and Town of Caledon Staff

To follow-up on recent presentations regarding the Draft Strategy 
Report, Draft Preliminary Route Planning Study Area and related 
input submitted by municipalities to the Study Team.

June 21, 2011 Mid-York East-West 
Transportation Study Meeting

To review the study background, existing conditions, and development of preliminary 
interchange and corridor alternatives. For GTA West Study information purposes only.

June 23, 2011 Halton Hills Resident Meeting To allow for information sharing about the study and provide concerned 
citizens the opportunity to ask questions of the Study Team. 

June 24, 2011 Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority (TRCA) Board 

To answer questions resulting from the review of a 
TRCA staff report on the study’s progress.

June 28, 2011 South Bolton – Developer Meeting To update the Study Team on the status of lands and discuss issues associated with the 
Draft Preliminary Route Planning Study Area. Meeting requested by developer in Caledon. 

July 22, 2011 Valleywood Resident’s Association To discuss challenges associated with the existing Highway 410 interchange at 
Valleywood, the potential impact to the Valleywood community as a result of the 
proposed Smart Centres development, the proposed connections between Highway 
410 and the future GTA West corridor, and key information that the GTA West Study 
Team should be aware of when moving forward to the next stage of the EA study.

September 21, 2011 City of Brampton To provide an overview of the study progress and  discuss land use issues 
in the City of Brampton, particularly with regards to Area 47.

November 2, 2011 Town of Caledon Staff To further discuss the integration of the GTA West Corridor and development planning 
in the Town – particularly, South Albion-Bolton area and Mayfield West Phases 
1 and 2. The meeting was in follow-up to a meeting held on May 16, 2011.

7.7.3. Summary of Comments Received on the Draft Strategy 
Report

Comments on the Draft Strategy Report were received 
through the following means:

•	 E-mail (project_team@gta-west.com)
•	 Webform (Digital comment form feature on the “Contact 

Us” page of the project website)
•	 Mail	(Attn:	Mr.	Neil	Ahmed,	P.	Eng.,	Consultant	Project	

Manager, McCormick Rankin (MRC), 2655 North 
Sheridan Way, Suite 300, Mississauga, ON L5K 2P8)

•	 Phone (Study Team Toll-Free Line: 1-877-522-6916 OR/ 
Attn:	Mr.	Neil	Ahmed,	McCormick	Rankin	(MRC):	1-877-
522-6916)

•	 Fax (905-823-8503)
•	 Submission to the former Ontario Minister of 

Transportation, Kathleen Wynne, and Premier of 
Ontario, Dalton McGuinty

In total, 465 comments were received by the Study Team 

during the Draft Strategy Report review period (from March 
7, 2011 to July 8, 2011) including: 179 e-mails, 96 webforms, 
7	 letters/faxes,	 85	 phone	 calls,	 46	 municipal	 /	 agency	
comments, and 52 comments sent to the former Minister 
of Transportation, Kathleen Wynne. In addition, a large 
number of postcards were also sent to the former Minister. 
All comments received during the Draft Strategy Report 
review period were considered by the Study Team and aided 
in project decisions. 

7.7.4. Summary of Public Comments Received 

The Study Team considered all comments received from 
the	 public	 and	 interest	 groups.	 Comments	 submitted	 to	
which a reply was requested, received a response from the 
Study Team. These comments and responses are available 
in Appendix A. All personal information has been removed 
consistent with the Freedom of Information and Protection 
of Privacy Act. It should be noted that the majority of public 
comments received on the Draft Strategy Report were from 
the Region’s of York, Peel and Halton.

The following summarizes the key public comments received:

•	 General inquiries about the study process timeline and 
anticipated start of construction. The Study Team was 
urged	to	quickly	proceed	with	EA	Stage	2	and	refine	the	
Draft Preliminary Route Planning Study Area in order 
to	 provide	 better	 certainty	 to	 property	 owners	 and	 the	
development industry;

•	 Concerns	 and	 inquiries	 about	 specific	property	 impacts	
and proximity issues associated with a new transportation 
corridor;

•	 Inquiries about the property acquisition process and 
compensation for potential impacts to property values;

•	 General questions about corridor protection methods to 
be utilized in the future, and particularly if development 
lands will be frozen;

•	 Concerns regarding the environmental impacts of a new 
transportation	 corridor,	 particularly	 its	 effects	 on	 the	
natural and social environments;

•	 Specific	concerns	associated	with	potential	effects	on	the	
Greenbelt (particularly through the City of Vaughan), 
Oak Ridges Moraine, Bruce Trail, and the Humber and 
Credit River Valleys; 

•	 Concerns regarding potential impacts to agricultural 
lands, particularly in the Towns of Halton Hills and 
Caledon;

•	 General questions about the need for a new transportation 
corridor, particularly in the Halton area. Existing 
highways should be widened and/or new rail / transit 
options should be looked at instead of building new 
highway’s; and,

•	 Concerns	about	the	study’s	notification	procedures.	Many	
at the Halton Hills Resident Meeting noted that they were 
unaware	of	the	study	until	they	received	a	letter	from	their	
Mayor.	 In	 future,	 the	Study	Team	should	better	engage	
property	owners	and	provide	notification	to	all	who	will	
be	directly	affected	by	the	EA	process.

Not withstanding the above, there was general support for the 
various improvements recommended in the Draft Strategy 
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Report. There is a widespread acknowledgement of the need 
to improve road capacity and transportation connections 
throughout the study area. 

Appendix A includes summary tables outlining all of the 
specific	comments	received	from	the	public	during	the	Draft	
Strategy Report review period and how those comments 
were responded to / addressed.

7.7.5. Summary of Municipal Comments Received

The Study Team has considered all comments received 
from municipalities. Appendix A includes summary 
tables	 outlining	 all	 of	 the	 specific	 comments	 received	 from	
municipalities during the Draft Strategy Report review period 
and how those comments were responded to / addressed.

The following summarizes the key municipal comments:

•	 Supported the Draft Strategy Report recommendations 
however, 

 ₋ Some	municipalities	(specifically	the	Region	of	Halton,	
Town of Halton Hills and Town of Milton) were 
concerned about the need for and impacts associated 
with including elements of Alternative 4-3, and did 
not support its inclusion as a recommendation in the 
Draft Strategy Report; 

•	 The Study Team should continue to work closely with 
municipalities as the study progresses. Municipalities 
would like to work with the Study Team / MTO in order 
to identify / release lands which will not be needed for a 
future corridor;

•	 The Study Team was urged to quickly proceed with EA 
Stage	2	and	refine	the	Draft	Preliminary	Route	Planning	
Study Area. The selection of a preferred route should 
be expedited in order to provide certainty and allow 
development to proceed;

•	 Specific	issues	associated	with	lands	included	in	the	Draft	
Preliminary Route Planning Study Area;

•	 Specific	issues	associated	with	the	GTA	West	Corridor’s	
connection to existing highways, particularly at 
Highway’s 400, 427, 410 and 401; and,

•	 Concerns regarding the impacts of a new transportation 
corridor,	 particularly	 the	 effects	 on	 agriculture	 and	 the	
natural, social and cultural environments.

All correspondence with municipal stakeholders is included 
in the Supplemental Consultation Record.

7.7.6. Summary of Agency Comments Received

The Study Team has considered all comments received from 
agencies. Appendix A includes summary tables outlining the 
specific	 comments	 received	 from	agencies	during	 the	Draft	
Strategy Report review period and how those comments 
were responded to / addressed.

The following summarizes the key agency comments 
received:

•	 The Study Team should continue to work closely with 
agencies as the study progresses;

•	 Requests	for	specific	information	/	text	to	be	clarified	or	
revised in the report;

•	 Questions regarding the evaluation of the alternatives; 
and, 

•	 Concerns regarding the environmental impacts of a new 
transportation	 corridor,	 particularly	 the	 effects	 on	 the	
natural environment and agriculture.

All correspondence with agency stakeholders is included in 
the Supplemental Consultation Record.

7.7.7. Decision Following Review of Draft Strategy Report 
Input 

In response to the input received on the Draft Strategy Report 
regarding the proposed transportation improvements in the 
Halton area, MTO decided to carry out additional analysis 
and consultation over the Fall 2011 / Winter 2012 to further 
examine the recommendations in that area. 

The	 work	 focused	 on	 further	 examining	 the	 benefits	 and	
impacts of both a potential new transportation corridor 
through Halton Hills and potential improvements to the 

Highway 401 corridor. In particular, the work included 
further assessment of the ability of Highway 401 to adequately 
meet future transportation network needs resulting from the 
rapidly growing population and commercial growth forecast 
for the area into the long term.

The additional work would provide more details on potential 
impacts to natural features, agricultural operations, the local 
communities and area businesses, and included further 
consultation with the public and stakeholders on the results 
before the Transportation Development Strategy was 
updated. See Section 5.0 for further details.

7.8. CONSULTATION FOR ADDITIONAL ANALYSIS IN 
HALTON AREA
The following section outlines the consultation completed 
during the Halton additional analysis work period and leading 
up to PIC #5.  All comments received from the general public, 
interest groups, First Nations, agencies and municipalities 
during this period were considered by the Study Team and 
helped	in	updating	and	finalizing	the	strategy.	

7.8.1. Notification of Additional Analysis in Halton Area

E-mail / Letter Notification of Study Update / Notice of Additional 
Analysis

On December 9, 2011, individuals on the Study mailing list 
were	 notified	 by	 e-mail	 /	 letter	with	 a	 study	 update.	 	 The	
e-mail	/	letter	provided	notice	of	the	MTO	decision	to	carry	
out additional analysis and consultation in order to further 
examine the proposed transportation improvements in the 
Halton area. 

In addition, a bulk mailout and hand delivery of approximately 
2,870	 newsletters	were	 sent	 to	 residents	within	 the	Halton	
additional analysis area in postal codes L0P, L7G and L9T 
during the week of December 12, 2011. 
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E-mail / Letter Notification of Public Information Centre #5

On	May	18,	2012	PIC	#5	notification	e-mails	/	letters	were	sent	
directly to individuals on the Study Team’s External Agency 
mailing list (including representatives of the Municipal 
Advisory Group and Regulatory Agency Advisory Group) 
and interest groups.   Individuals on the mailing list were 
also	sent	a	letter	/	e-mail.		

In addition, a bulk mailout and hand delivery of approximately 
3,450	PIC	notification	brochures	were	sent	to	residents	within	
the Halton additional analysis area in postal codes L0P, L7G 
and L9T during the week of May 21, 2012.

7.8.2. Meetings and Council / Committee Presentations

Throughout the additional analysis work period the Study 
Team consulted with various public, government agency, 
and municipal stakeholders, both at meetings and at 
council	 /	 committee	 presentations,	 to	 acquire	 input	 on	 the	
proposed additional work plan, incorporate information, and 
ultimately receive comments on the draft recommendation. 
The	 consultation	 program	 during	 this	 time	was	 flexible	 to	
accommodate requests for additional presentations and 
meetings. 

The table on the following page outlines all of the meetings 
and	council	/	committee	presentations	attended	by	the	Study	
Team during the additional analysis and PIC #5 period.

The summary notes from these meetings are included in the 
PIC #5 Consultation Record, available on the project website.

7.8.2.1. Municipal/Agency and Stakeholder Workshops

Workshops for stakeholders (March 28, 2012) and 
municipalities / agencies (April 4, 2012) were held to present 
the preliminary results of the additional analysis in Halton 
and allow the Study Team to receive comment and feedback 
on the work completed to date. The sessions were ‘invitation 
only’ and were intended to provide an interim and additional 
step in the consultation process, before the Study Team 
completed the evaluation and presented the results to the 
broader public at PIC #5.

Stakeholder Workshop

The stakeholder workshop was held on March 28, 2012 at the 
Glencairn Golf Club in the Town of Halton Hills from 6:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
An overview presentation was provided, followed by Study 
Team specialists associated with six topic areas (Community/
Natural Features, Agriculture, Future Travel Demand, 
Economic Analysis, Existing and Future Land Use and 
Road Design/Constructability) rotating and presenting the 
preliminary results of their additional analysis to the various 
stakeholder groups.

The	 stakeholder	 groups	 whom	 attended	 the	 meeting	
included varied Halton interest groups, including the Halton 
Hills Chamber of Commerce, Milton Chamber of Commerce, 
Concerned Residents Against a Superhighway in Halton Hills 
(CRASHH), the Milton Heights Resident Group, the Milton 
Heights Landowners Group, and the Halton Hills Owner 
Operator Farmers (HHOOF). The Milton Rural Residents 
Association	was	invited	to	the	meeting	but	did	not	attend.

Most of the discussion at the workshop was focused on 
clarifying information presented, however the following 
general comments were raised:

•	 If the new corridor goes through a farm the impact will be 
far greater than any road widening impact.

•	 Additional slides clarifying the current Highway 401 
Widening EA study limits should be added to the 
presentation.	 The	 difference	 between	 the	 two	 studies	
needs	to	be	better	explained.

•	 Halton farmers have to contend with many issues, 
including	 no	 natural	 gas	 service,	 insufficient	 road	
shoulders for moving equipment, lack of water availability 
due to the expansion of Georgetown, an aging farming 
populstion,	etc.	This	makes	it	difficult	to	farm.

•	 Even though there are two studies looking at widening 
Highway 401 through Milton, the ultimate construction 
of the widening should only be done once.

A complete summary of the workshop is available in the PIC #5 
Consultation Record, which is available under separate cover.

Municipal / Agency Workshop

The municipal / agency workshop was held on April 4, 2012 
at the Glencairn Golf Club in the Town of Halton Hills from 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

An overview presentation was provided, followed by Study 
Team specialists associated with six topic areas (Community/
Natural Features, Agriculture, Future Travel Demand, 
Economic Analysis, Existing and Future Land Use and 
Road Design/Constructability) rotating and presenting the 
preliminary results of their additional analysis.

The	municipalities	and	agencies	 in	attendance	 included	the	
Region of Peel, City of Mississauga, Town of Caledon, City 
of Brampton, Halton Region, the Town of Halton Hills and 
their consultants, Town of Milton and Niagara Escarpment 
Commission. Conservation Halton was invited to the meeting 
but	did	not	attend.

Most of the discussion at the workshop was focused on 
clarifying information presented, however the following 
general comments were raised:

•	 Building	 a	 new	 corridor	 has	 different	 environmental	
impacts than widening an existing facility.

•	 The project’s assumptions regarding transit are aggressive, 
and many policy changes still need to be implemented, 
such as the build out of the Metrolinx Big Move. This 
should be more adequately communicated to the public.

•	 If Highway 401’s maximum capacity is reached in Halton 
by 2031, then what? There is no discussion of solutions for 
beyond 2031.

•	 An assessment of the impact on local roads during 
construction should be completed.

•	 The Town of Halton Hills is appreciative that the Study 
Team delayed the end of the study to do the requested 
additional analysis.

•	 The challenge for the Study Team is determining what is 
more valuable: agriculture or transportation. It will not be 
an	easy	decision	to	make,	as	there	are	a	lot	of	trade-offs	
to consider. 
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DATE MEETING PURPOSE

January 10, 2012 Town of Halton Hills, Halton Region and the Town’s consultant To meet with the Town of Halton Hills and Halton Region, as well as Halton Hill’s consultant, to discuss their submission 
regarding the feasibility to widen Highway 401 to 12 lanes between James Snow Parkway and Regional Road 25.

January 10, 2012 Halton Region, Town of Halton Hills and Town of Milton Staff To provide an update on the GTA West Study including a review of additional work scope to address comments received.

January 18, 2012 Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA), 
Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH) and 
Ontario Ministry of Infrastructure (MOI)  Teleconference

To provide an overview of the GTA West Study work plan for additional analysis in Halton, with a focus on agriculture.

January 19, 2012 Concerned Residents Against Superhighway in Halton Hills (CRASHH) To provide an update on the study, review the work plan for additional analysis in Halton, and acquire input from CRASHH. 

January 20, 2012 Conservation Halton (CH) and Niagara Escarpment Commission (NEC) To provide an update on the study and review and discuss the additional work plan for the Halton area.

January 23, 2012 Halton Hills and Milton Chambers of Commerce To provide an update on the study and review and discuss the expanded work plan for the Halton area.

January 23, 2012 Town of Halton Hills Council To provide an update on the study, highlights of the proposed work plan for additional 
analysis in Halton, and acquire input from Halton Hills Council. 

January 31, 2012 Halton Hills Owner Operator Farmers (HHOOF) To provide an update on the study, review and discuss the expanded work plan for the Halton 
area, and to review and discuss HHOOF’s questions / concerns as provided ahead.

February 1, 2012 Town of Milton Staff To discuss the potential impact of study to the Emery Subdivision at the northwest quadrant of Highway 401 and Dublin Line.

February 6, 2012 Town of Milton Community Services Advisory Committee To provide an update on the study, highlights of the proposed work plan for additional 
analysis in Halton, and acquire input from the Committee. 

February 8, 2012 Country Homes To discuss the potential impact of the study.

February 15, 2012 Halton Peel – Boundary Area Transportation Study 
(HP-BATS) Representatives Update Meeting

To provide an update on the study and review its expanded work plan. A similar and separate meeting 
was held with Halton Region and the Towns of Halton Hills and Milton on January 10, 2012.

February 16, 2012 Freeman Planning Solutions and Emery Investments To provide an update on the study and discuss potential impacts to the subject property.

February 21, 2012 Milton Heights Landowners Association and 
Milton Rural Residents Association

To provide an update on the study, review and discuss the expanded work plan for the Halton area.

February 22, 2012 Halton Planning and Public Works Committee To provide an update on the study, highlights of the proposed work plan for additional 
analysis in Halton, and acquire input from the Committee.

February 22, 2012 Halton Hills Owner Operator Farmers (HHOOF) To discuss the content and logistics to distribute the agriculture information requests to HHOOF members.

February 28, 2012 Halton Agricultural Advisory Committee To provide an update on the study and review the additional analysis underway in the Halton area.

February 29, 2012 Milton Heights Residents Group To discuss residents’ concerns regarding the potential impact of the GTA West Corridor on their community.

March 7, 2012 Ministry of the Environment (MOE) – Environmental 
Assessment Approvals Branch (EAAB)

To provide an update on the study, review the additional analysis underway in the Halton area, and discuss the 2031 planning horizon.

March 8, 2012 Halton Region, Town of Halton Hills and Town of Milton Staff To provide an update on the GTA West Study Team review of the functional plan prepared by Town of Halton 
Hills consultant re: widening of Highway 401 to 12 lanes between James Snow Parkway and Regional Road 
25, as well as other issues associated with Highway 401 widening and demand forecasting. 

March 26, 2012 Region of Peel, City of Brampton and Town of Caledon Staff To provide an update on the study’s progress.

March 28, 2012 Stakeholder Workshop To present the preliminary results of the additional analysis in the Halton area and receive comment and 
feedback on the work presented. See Section 7.8.2.1 for a complete summary of the meeting.



GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study | Transportation Development Strategy Report - November 2012

Page 201

DATE MEETING PURPOSE

April 4, 2012 Municipal / Agency Stakeholder Workshop To present the preliminary results of the additional analysis in the Halton area and receive comment and 
feedback on the work presented. See Section 7.8.2.1 for a complete summary of the meeting.

April 17, 2012 Country Heritage Park To discuss the study with representatives from Country Heritage Park and seek 
input regarding the additional work underway in Halton.

June 1, 2012 Pre-PIC Municipal / Agency Meeting To present the final results of the additional analysis in the Halton area and receive comment and feedback on the work presented.

June 7, 2012 Community Advisory Group (CAG) Meeting #9 To review the findings of the additional analysis in the Halton area and draft recommendations,  and provide an update 
on the overall study, its schedule and next steps. See Section 7.2.5 for more information about the CAG. 

June 11, 2012 Town of Halton Hills Council To provide an update on the study, review the results of the additional analysis in Halton, 
present the draft recommendation, and acquire input from Council.

June 11, 2012 Milton Community Services Advisory Committee To provide an update on the study, review the results of the additional analysis in Halton, 
present the draft recommendation, and acquire input from the Committee.

June 13, 2012 Halton Planning and Public Works Committee To provide an update on the study, review the results of the additional analysis in Halton, 
present the draft recommendation, and acquire input from the Committee.

June 21, 2012 Town of Milton Staff To review and discuss the questions / concerns outlined by Town staff in the June 11, 2012 
Report No. PD-033-12 to the Community Services Standing Committee.

June 26, 2012 City of Brampton Staff To discuss recent update and changes to the Preliminary Route Planning Study Area in the vicinity of City of Brampton Area 47.

June 27, 2012 Town of Caledon Council Workshop To provide an opportunity to have an in-depth discussion with the Town of Caledon Council about 
the study process, development plans and status in the Mayfield West area, a potential connection 
between Highway 410 and the proposed new corridor, and alternatives to minimize impact.

June 28, 2012 Region of Peel Council To provide an update on the study, review the results of the additional analysis in Halton, 
present the draft recommendation, and acquire input from Council.

July 31, 2012 Toronto and Region Conservation Authority To discuss the TRCA lands in Mayfield West.

August 3, 2012 Peel Federation of Agriculture To provide an update on the study’s progress and current status.  

August 15, 2012 Weston Consulting Meeting with property owners regarding site plan in City of Vaughan

August 16, 2012 Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) Meeting arranged by the TRCA to discuss the Nashville Management Tract, located 
within the GTA West Corridor Preliminary Route Planning Study Area.

September 5, 2012 Meeting with Halton Hills Resident Meeting with Halton Hills Resident to discuss comments submitted to the Study Team and Minister’s Office.

September 7, 2012 Smart Centres To discuss Smart Centres Valleywood development

September 11, 2012 Highway 401 Business Stakeholder Meeting To provide a progress update on the GTA West study, review the draft recommendations, and better 
understand potential impacts on businesses and properties along Highway 401.

September 27, 2012 City of Brampton and Area 47 Developers To provide an overview of the study progress and  discuss land use issues in 
the City of Brampton, particularly with regards to Area 47.

October 4, 2012 Region of Halton and Town of Halton Hills To discuss the status of the GTA West Corridor EA and the municipal Halton Peel – 
Boundary Area Transportation Study (HP BATS) corridor protection.

October 11, 2012 Hydro One To further discuss coordination between the GTA West Study and prospective Hydro One transmission corridor EA.
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A complete summary of the workshop is available in the PIC 
#5 Consultation Record, which is available under separate 
cover.

7.8.3. Public Information Centre #5

The	fifth	round	of	PICs	was	held	to	provide	the	public	with	
an opportunity to review and comment on the results of the 
additional analysis in Halton and draft recommendations, 
provide comments and discuss issues with representatives of 
the Study Team.  

The PICs were held as drop-in centres to allow members of 
the public to review display material and discuss the study 
one-on-one with Study Team members.  In addition, brief 
presentations were held each night at 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 
p.m. to provide a study overview. MTO and Consultant 
representatives	of	the	Study	Team	attended.	The	Study	Team	
participated	 in	 discussions	 with	 the	 attendees	 to	 address	
questions and concerns. 

The PICs were held as follows:

TUESDAY JUNE 12, 2012 THURSDAY JUNE 14, 2012

Gellert Community Centre
Kinsmen Hall

10241 Eighth Line
Georgetown, ON

Milton Sports Centre
Banquet Hall

605 Santa Maria Boulevard
Milton, ON

4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.

A total of 250 members of the public signed the Visitor’s 
Register at the two PIC venues. 

In addition to verbal comments, Study Team representatives 
encouraged	visitors	 to	 submit	written	 comments	 regarding	
the information presented.  Comment sheets were available 
for	members	of	the	public	to	fill	out	at	the	PIC	or	to	send	in	by	
the comment deadline (July 31, 2012) by e-mail, fax or mail to 
the Study Team. 

At	 the	PICs,	 15	written	 comment	 sheets	were	 collected.	 	 In	
addition, 49 comments were received via webform, e-mail, 

mail and the toll-free number/telephone by the comment 
deadline.	 	The	 following	 is	a	breakdown	of	attendance	and	
the	number	of	comments	submitted	by	PIC	date/venue:

DATE / LOCATION
RECORDED 

ATTENDANCE

WRITTEN 
COMMENTS 
RECEIVED

June 12, 2012 Georgetown 176 10

June 14, 2012 Milton 74 5
Total Comment Forms 
Received at the PIC’s

15

Total Comment Forms / Comments 
received via fax, mail, e-mail, 
webform or the toll-free number

49

Total 250 79

A complete PIC #5 Consultation Record is available under 
separate cover, and is available on the project website.

7.9. CONSULTATION FOR UPDATING THE PRELIMINARY 
ROUTE PLANNING STUDY AREA
As noted in Section 6.6, since the release of the draft Strategy 
Report (February 2011) a number of comments from 
municipalities and stakeholders were received regarding their 
concerns about the recommended transportation corridor 
through Halton Region which resulted in additional analysis 
in the Halton area as documented in Chapter 5.  Findings 
from the additional analysis indicated that further widening 
of Highway 401 through Halton area would provide the best 
balance	 of	 benefits	 and	 impacts	 amongst	 factors	 in	 social,	
natural and cultural environment, as well as transportation, 
cost and constructability. Therefore, as documented Section 
6.4, the proposed new transportation corridor would begin 
from Highway 400 westerly and then southerly to Highway 
401 / 407 ETR.  

In addition, area municipalities and stakeholders in Peel and 
York Regions also provided comments regarding potential 
impact on future development opportunities and the 
planning of secondary plans within the Preliminary Route 
Planning Study Area as presented in the draft Strategy Report 
(February 2011). In order to address these comments, various 
meetings were held  with municipalities and stakeholders; see  
Section 7.8.2. 

The Study Team investigated various focus areas and 
modified	 the	 boundary	 of	 the	 Preliminary	 Route	 Planning	
Study Area where possible. In general, comments from 
municipalities and stakeholders were mainly related to 
potential	 development	 conflicts	 and	 requests	 to	 refine	 the	
Preliminary Route Planning Study Area to minimize impacts 
to future development and/or delay in moving forward in the 
planning process.

7.10. UPDATED STRATEGY REPORT RELEASE
To notify those on the study mailing list, and the general public 
and property owners within the Preliminary Route Planning 
Study Area (Updated November 2012) of the Transportation 
Development Strategy (Strategy) Report’s release and the 
study’s next steps, the following were completed:

1. Letters	were	sent	via	regular	mail	and	/	or	e-mail	to	the	
study mailing list;

2. Newspaper notices advertising the release of the Strategy 
Report were published starting on November 20th, 2012 
in all of the newspapers noted in Section 7.2.4 (except 
the Wellington Advisor and Halton Compass due to the 
papers ending print publishing), and will occur for two 
consecutive weeks.  

3. Hardcopies of the updated Strategy Report were placed 
in	local	libraries	and	clerk’s	offices.	See	Section 7.2.2 for a 
list of the viewing locations.

4. The GTA West study website (www.gta-west.com) was 
updated to include the updated Strategy Report.




