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1. SUPPLEMENTAL CONSULATION RECORD OVERVIEW
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is working to provide for the efficient
movement of people and goods within the context of the province’s Growth Plan for the
Greater Golden Horseshoe. To support the policy directions in the Growth Plan, MTO
has commenced the formal environmental assessment (EA) process for the GTA West
Corridor. The purpose of this Study is to examine long-term transportation problems and
opportunities and consider alternative solutions to provide better linkages between
Urban Growth Centres within the GTA West Corridor Preliminary Study Area, such as
Downtown Milton, Brampton City Centre, Vaughan Corporate Centre and Downtown
Guelph.
The Study is being undertaken as an Individual EA in accordance with the Ontario
Environmental Assessment Act (the Act). The GTA West Corridor Environmental
Assessment Terms of Reference was submitted to the Ontario Ministry of the
Environment on July 15, 2007 and was approved on March 4, 2008.
Since the commencement of the study in January 2007, the following tasks have been
completed:
 Development of Environmental Assessment Terms of Reference – approved by
the Minister of Environment on March 4, 2008;
 Development of two draft reports: "Overview of Transportation & Economic
Conditions", and "Overview of Environmental Conditions and Constraints",
released in July 2008 for public review and comment;
 Development of the draft "Transportation System Problems and Opportunities
Report" for public review in July 2009;
 Development of the draft "Area Transportation System Alternatives Report" for
public review in March 2010;
 Consultation with Municipalities and Advisory Groups regarding the elements of
the Transportation Development Strategy;
 Evaluation and selection of preferred Group #1 (Optimize Existing Network) and
Group #2 (Non-Road) Alternatives;
 Assessment and evaluation of Group #3 (Improve Roads) and Group #4 (New
Roads) Alternatives;
 Preparation of the Draft Transportation Development Strategy; and,
 Additional analysis of alternative transportation improvements in the Halton area.
Consultation Records for each round of Public Information Centres have been prepared
to document all of the consultation activities undertaken as part of the study. These
Consultation Records are available under separate cover.
This Final Supplemental Consultation Record outlines the events, activities and
correspondence received outside of theses events but during Stage 1 of the GTA West
Corridor EA Study, including:


All formal comments and correspondence received from municipalities and
agencies – see Appendix A for copies of all municipal comments and
responses, and Appendix B for copies of all agency comments and responses.
The responses to comments pertaining to the draft “Transportation System
Problems and Opportunities Report”, “Area Transportation System Alternatives
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Report”, “Overview of Transportation and Economic Conditions” and “Overview of
Environmental Conditions and Constraints” reports have been addressed in the
revised draft reports appendices. Comments on the “Draft Transportation
Development Strategy (February 2011)” are enclosed in the appendix of the Final
Transportation Development Strategy (November 2012). Copies of all of these
comment tracking tables are provided in Appendix C.


Other municipal technical meeting summary notes (see Appendix D). The
following is a list of these meetings, the date they were held and their overall
purpose:
Date
March 18, 2008

Meeting
Town of Caledon Council Workshop

April 11, 2008

Corridor Protection Meeting with
Municipalities, MAH, MEI [formerly
the Ministry of Public Infrastructure
and Renewal (MPIR)]
Town of Caledon Council and Staff

May 16, 2008

February 23, 2009
February 24, 2009
February 24, 2009
March 2, 2009

Municipal Workshop – Halton
Region
Municipal Workshop – Peel Region
Municipal Workshop – York Region
Municipal Workshop –
Guelph/Wellington

April 24, 9009

Town of Halton Hills Council
Workshop

June 8, 2009

City of Vaughan Planning
Department

June 9, 2009

Township of King Planning
Department
Town of Caledon Planning
Department

June 25, 2009

July 3, 2009

City of Brampton Planning
Department

July 3, 2009

Town of Halton Hills Planning
Department

October 13, 2009

Halton Transportation Advisory
Committee

November 2012

Purpose
Updated Council on the study’s
progress since the approval of
the ToR, reviewed the purpose of
study and addressed questions.
Provided an update on the
study’s progress, discussed
corridor protection issues and
addressed questions.
Provided an update on the
study’s progress and answered
questions.
To discuss corridor protection
issues, review areas of interest
identified by the study team,
discuss opportunities to refine
these areas and identify any
additional areas known by
municipalities.
Discussed corridor protection
and development issues related
to the areas of interest identified
by the study team.
Discussed development activity
and municipal planning studies
and the need to consult
regarding potential corridor
protection.
Discussed development activity
and municipal planning studies.
Discussed development activity
and municipal planning studies
and the need to consult
regarding potential corridor
protection.
Discussed development activity
and municipal planning studies
and the need to consult
regarding potential corridor
protection.
Discussed development activity
and municipal planning studies
and the need to consult
regarding potential corridor
protection.
Presentation and discussion on
the Draft Area Transportation
System Problems and
Opportunities Report
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Date
May 25, 2010

November 2012

Meeting
Halton Transportation Advisory
Committee

Purpose
Presentation and discussion on
the Draft Area Transportation
Systems Alternatives Report
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Date
June 14, 2010

Meeting
Town of Milton Staff

September 7, 2010
September 9, 2010
September 13, 2010

Municipal Workshop – York Region
Municipal Workshop – Halton
Region
Municipal Workshop – Peel Region

September 10, 2010

City of Guelph Staff

April 12, 2011

Caledon Council Workshop

April 14, 2011

Region of Halton, Town of Halton
Hills, Town of Milton Staff Meeting

April 20, 2011

Municipal Advisory Group (MAG)
Meeting #6

April 29, 2011

York Region, City of Vaughan Staff
Meeting

May 4, 2011

York Region Planning and
Economic Development Committee

May 10, 2011

Town of Halton Hills Council

May 16, 2011

Town of Caledon Staff

May 20, 2011

Halton Peel Boundary Area
Transportation Study (HP-BATS)
Municipal Stakeholder Meeting

May 25, 2011

York Region – Councillor Deb
Schulte Meeting

November 2012

Purpose
Follow-up meeting to MAG #5 to
present and receive feedback on
preliminary planning alternatives.
To discuss and obtain input on
the draft route planning study
area limits for new transportation
corridor alternative(s) that would
be carried forward into the next
stage of the EA.
To provide an update on the
progress of the GTA West TDS
and summarize the City of
Guelph’s Transit Growth Strategy
and Plan.
To provide an overview of the
progress of the Study and review
the recommendations in the Draft
Strategy.
To provide an update on the
study’s progress, discuss specific
municipal issues and answer
questions.
To present and discuss the Draft
Strategy, with particular focus on
the Preliminary Route Planning
Study Area, in order to facilitate
municipal review of the report
and discuss any preliminary
municipal comments.
To follow-up on letters received
from municipal staff regarding
issues with the Draft Preliminary
Route Planning Study Area.
To provide an overview of the
progress of the Study and review
the recommendations in the Draft
Strategy.
To provide an overview of the
progress of the Study and review
the recommendations in the Draft
Strategy.
To discuss the development
pressure issues associated with
the proposed GTA West Corridor
in the Town of Caledon –
particularly the South AlbionBolton area and Mayfield West
Phases 1 and 2.
To discuss the connection and
functional needs at the GTA
West Corridor North-South Link /
Highway 401 / 407ETR
interchange, and the EA
coordination process options
available when proceeding with
Stage 2 of the EA Study.
To follow up on the presentation
made by the Project Team to
York Region Planning and
Economic Committee on May 4,
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Date

Meeting

May 26, 2011

Peel Regional Council

May 31, 2011

City of Vaughan Committee of the
Whole

June 13, 2011

City of Brampton Planning, Design
and Development Committee

June 20, 2011

Region of Peel, City of Brampton,
City of Mississauga, and Town of
Caledon Staff

June 21, 2011

Mid-York East-West Transportation
Study Meeting

September 21, 2011

City of Brampton

November 2, 2011

Town of Caledon Staff

November 2012

Purpose
2011. Meeting requested by
Councillor Deb Schulte, and also
attended by municipal staff.
To provide an overview of the
progress of the Study and review
the recommendations in the Draft
Strategy.
To provide an overview of the
progress of the Study and review
the recommendations in the Draft
Strategy.
To provide an overview of the
progress of the Study and review
the recommendations in the Draft
Strategy.
To follow-up on recent
presentations regarding the Draft
Strategy, Draft Preliminary Route
Planning Study Area and related
input submitted by municipalities
to the Project Team.
To review the study background,
existing conditions, and
development of preliminary
interchange and corridor
alternatives. For GTA West
Study information purposes only.
To provide an overview of the
progress of the Study and
discuss land use issues in the
City of Brampton, particularly
with regards to Area 47.
To further discuss the integration
of the GTA West Corridor and
development planning in the
Town – particularly, South
Albion-Bolton area and Mayfield
West Phases 1 and 2. The
meeting was in follow-up to a
meeting held on May 16, 2011.
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Other agency technical meeting summary notes (see Appendix E). The following
is a list of these meetings, the date they were held and their overall purpose:
Date
December 15, 2008

Meeting
Ontario Chamber of Commerce

May 19, 2009

Conservation Authority Workshop –
Conservation Halton/Niagara
Escarpment Commission
Conservation Authority Workshop –
Toronto and Region Conservation
Authority
Conservation Authority Workshop –
Credit Valley Conservation
Conservation Authority Workshop –
Grand River Conservation Authority
GTA West and Niagara to GTA
Provincial Agency Workshop

May 20, 2009

May 20, 2009
May 26, 2009
September 25, 2009

September 28, 2009

Ontario Growth Secretariat

November 16, 2009

Meeting with Greenbelt Council

January 21, 2010

Niagara Escarpment Commission,
Board Meeting

February 9, 2010

Ontario Power Authority / Hydro
One

February 24, 2010

Ontario Power Authority / Hydro
One

April 22, 2010

GTA West and Niagara to GTA
Inter-Governmental Provincial
Agency Workshop (MTO, MEI,
MAH, GO Transit, Metrolinx)

June 17, 2010

Niagara Escarpment Commission

November 2012

Purpose
To discuss the identification of
problems and opportunities
within the Preliminary Study
Area.
To discuss current Conservation
Authority/NEC studies and the
sensitive environmental features
within the preliminary study area.

Workshop to update agency
members on the work completed
for NGTA and GTA West and to
engage agency members in a
discussion to encourage the
members to provide comments
and / or potential policy issues
with the preliminary alternatives.
Reviewed purpose of study and
addressed questions.
Reviewed how Greenbelt Plan
policies will be addressed.
Joint Niagara to GTA and GTA
West presentation providing a
study progress update.
To discuss coordination
opportunities between the GTA
West Study and prospective
Hydro Corridor study.
To further discuss coordination
opportunities between the GTA
West Study and prospective
Hydro Corridor study.
Purpose of the workshop is to
present Preliminary Planning
alternatives, preliminary
assessment of the alternatives
developed, discuss potential
implementation responsibilities
and conformity with existing
provincial policies/ regulations
and coordination with other
related provincial initiatives.
Provided a study progress
update and addressed questions.
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Date
July 29, 2010

September 10, 2010

Meeting
Joint GTA West/NGTA meeting with
the Southern Ontario Gateway
Council (SOGC)
Joint GTA West/NGTA meeting with
Greenbelt Council

September 16, 2010

Conservation Halton, Water
Management Advisory Committee
Meeting

September 20, 2010

MOE – EAAB

September 24, 2010

Ontario Power Authority/Hydro One

October 5, 2010

Joint GTA West/NGTA meeting with
Ontario Chamber of Commerce

November 30, 2010

Ontario Power Authority/Hydro One

April 29, 2011

Regulatory Agency Advisory Group
(RAAG) Meeting #6

June 17, 2011

Hydro One

June 17, 2011

Toronto and Region Conservation
Authority (TRCA), Credit Valley
Conservation Authority (CVC) Staff

June 24, 2011

November 2012

(Note: Conservation Halton staff
was invited to the meeting, but were
unable to attend.)
TRCA Board

Purpose
To discuss the draft
Transportation Development
Strategies.
To present the draft
Transportation Development
Strategies.
To provide a study progress
update, discuss sensitive
environmental features within the
Preliminary Study Area and
address questions.
To provide a study update,
overview of recommendations,
the process followed and
compliance with the Terms of
Reference, and review key
comments / issues and First
Nations consultation held to date.
To further discuss coordination
opportunities between the GTA
West Study and prospective
Hydro Corridor study as per the
issued agenda.
To discuss the draft
Transportation Development
Strategies.
To further discuss coordination
opportunities between the GTA
West Study and prospective
Hydro Corridor study.
To present and discuss the Draft
Strategy, with particular focus on
the Preliminary Route Planning
Study Area, in order to facilitate
agency review of the report and
discuss any preliminary agency
comments.
To further discuss coordination
between the GTA West Study
and prospective Hydro One
transmission corridor EA.
To review the progress of the
Study, Conservation Authority
input provided to date, and to
further discuss the Preliminary
Route Planning Study Area

To answer questions resulting
from the review of a TRCA staff
report on the study’s progress.
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Individual Transportation Service Providers (TSP) / Business and Commercial
Stakeholders (BCS) technical meeting summary notes (see Appendix F). The
following is a list of these meetings, the date they were held and their overall
purpose:
Date
October 21, 2008

GO Transit

Meeting

July 27, 2009

407 ETR

October 14, 2009

Metrolinx/GO Transit

February 19, 2010

Metrolinx/GO Transit/Smart
Commute

June 10, 2010

407 ETR

October 13, 2010

Joint GTA West/NGTA meeting with
407 ETR

May 11, 2011

Transportation Service Providers
(TSP) / Business and Commercial
Stakeholders (BCS)

Purpose
Reviewed the study purpose and
transportation forecasting
approach.
Discussion of the projects in
relation to the 407 ETR.
To provide a study update and
present and seek feedback on
the group alternatives that had
been generated.
Joint meeting with Metrolinx, GO
Transit and Smart Commute to
Discuss Transportation Demand
Management (TDM) and transit
concepts.
To present and receive feedback
on preliminary planning
alternatives.
To discuss the draft
Transportation Development
Strategies.
To provide an overview of the
Draft Strategy and receive and
discuss preliminary comments on
the draft report, as they relate to
people and goods movement.



Additional Community Advisory Group (CAG) meeting summary notes (see
Appendix G):
o CAG Meeting #7 (September 21, 2010) – to provide an update on the
project’s status and to present and receive feedback on the draft
Transportation Development Strategy.
o CAG Meeting #8 (May 3, 2011) – to present and discuss the Draft
Strategy, with particular focus on the proposed new transportation
corridor.



Miscellaneous stakeholder meeting / presentation summary notes (see
Appendix H). The following is a list of these meetings, the date they were held
and their overall purpose. Developer stakeholder meetings are not included in the
Appendix.
Date
May 2, 2011

Meeting
Huntington Road Community
Developer Meeting

May 27, 2011

Southern Ontario Gateway Council

November 2012

Purpose
To follow-up on a letter submitted
regarding issues with the Draft
Preliminary Route Planning
Study Area. Meeting requested
by developer.
To provide an overview of the
progress of the Study and review
the recommendations in the Draft
Strategy.
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Date
June 4, 2011

Meeting
Bruce Trail Conservancy Board

June 16, 2011

Meeting with Sylvia Jones, MPP

June 23, 2011

Halton Hills Resident Meeting

June 28, 2011

South Bolton – Developer Meeting

July 22, 2011

Valleywood Resident’s Association

Purpose
To provide an overview of the
progress of the Study and review
the recommendations in the Draft
Strategy.
To discuss the progress of the
Study and potential impacts to a
large agricultural operation in
Caledon, also attended by
owners.
To allow for information sharing
about the study and allow
concerned citizens the
opportunity to ask questions of
the Project Team.
To update the Project Team on
the status of lands and discuss
issues associated with the Draft
Preliminary Route Planning
Study Area. Meeting requested
by developer in Caledon.
To discuss challenges
associated with the existing
Highway 410 interchange at
Valleywood, the potential impact
to the Valleywood community as
a result of the proposed
SmartCentres development, the
proposed connections between
Highway 410 and the future
GTA West corridor, and key
information that the GTA West
Project Team should be aware of
when moving forward to the next
stage of the EA study.

Throughout the duration of the project, media (newspapers / online blogs) in the
preliminary study area have been reporting on the project’s progress. Media outlets
also attended select Public Information Centre’s. For a sample of articles written
about the project, refer to Appendix I.

LIST OF APPENDICES
Appendix A
Appendix B
Appendix C
Appendix D
Appendix E
Appendix F
Appendix G
Appendix H
Appendix I

Municipal Correspondence
Agency Correspondence
Revised Draft Report Comment/Response Tracking Tables
Other Municipal Technical Meeting Summary Notes
Other Agency Technical Meeting Summary Notes
Individual TSP/BCS Technical Meeting Summary Notes
CAG Meetings #7 and #8 Summary Notes
Miscellaneous Stakeholder Meeting Summary Notes
Sample Media
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APPENDIX A
MUNICIPAL CORRESPONDENCE

EX-164

September 12, 2008

Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng., Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin Corporation
2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 300
Mississauga, ON L5K 2P8

Mr. Ahmed,
In response to your request for comments on the Environmental Assessment
Draft Overview of Transportation and Economic Conditions and the
Environmental Assessment Draft Overview of Environmental Conditions and
Constraints reports, Tom AppaRao asked his Transportation Planning staff to
respond on his behalf. Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on
these two reports. The Region of Peel strongly supports the GTA West Corridor
Environmental Assessment (EA) Study and recognizes the necessity and
importance of the existing conditions reports. Given the importance of the
corridor to Peel and the development pressure seen within the Peel section of
the Preliminary Study Area, we welcome the progress that has been made on the
EA Study and urge the project team to expedite the Study as much as possible.
Our comments will focus on the Transportation and Economic Conditions report
(we will only provide general comments on the Environmental Conditions and
Constraints report). The Region’s Planning, Policy and Research Division
(Rural/Environmental Policy Development) has been asked to provide comments
on the Environmental Conditions and Constraints report – any comments will
follow at a later date.
The Transportation and Economic Conditions report does a good job of laying
the groundwork for the EA Study (setting the stage for the identification of
alternatives). We did not note any major concerns or issues with the report. We
did, however, identify a number of minor corrections and additions, as follows:
 Page 3 – It is noted, within the “Support and Implementation of Growth Plan
and Greenbelt Plan” section, that MTO will coordinate its planning with
other major transportation initiatives being carried out in the study area such
as the Metrolinx Regional Transportation Plan. Given the role of Metrolinx in
developing a seamless, integrated transportation network in the GTHA it will
be very important to involve Metrolinx in all stages of the EA process. This
warrants being more explicitly stated in the report.

 Page 24 – Main Street/Hurontario Street becomes Highway 10 north of
Mayfield Road at the City of Brampton/Town of Caledon boundary (not in
the City of Brampton).
 Page 25 – The list of recent municipal network studies/projects should
include the Caledon Transportation Needs Study Update (CATS). Northsouth corridors through Caledon carry significant volumes of inter-regional
traffic (and are potential interchange locations with the GTA West Corridor).












A description for the CATS Update is “The CATS Update will determine the
existing and future travel demands within the Town of Caledon and identify
transportation improvements required to accommodate these travel
demands. The study will also review the transportation implications of
proposed development in the Mayfield West and Bolton areas. The CATS
Update is a joint study between the Region of Peel and the Town of
Caledon.”
Page 25 – The correct name for the Highway 50/Highway 427 Extension
Area…Study is “Peel-Highway 427 Extension Area Transportation Master
Plan Study”. The reference to “east-west” in “new/improved east-west road
connections” should be removed (the Study is not limited to east-west
connections). Finally, the Study is being undertaken by Peel Region, City of
Brampton and Town of Caledon (not just Peel Region).
Page 25 – The northern limit for the North-South Corridor Bramwest
Parkway EA Study should be changed to “the Mayfield Road area in
Caledon”.
Page 28 – The text notes that “VIA Rail does not serve a specific
origin/destination within the Preliminary Study Area, but does pass through
the area in an east-west service between Toronto and Kitchener”. VIA Rail
stops in Brampton (the station is on Railroad Street west of Main Street).
Page 56 – Data is presented for the Vaughan intermodal terminal. It would
be helpful to see comparable data for the Brampton and Milton intermodal
terminals.
Pages 64 and 65 – Tables 4.16 and 4.17 reference Highway 407 east of
Highway 10 as having 3 lanes in the peak direction. This section of Highway
407 was widened from 3 to 4 lanes in each direction in Spring 2008.
Page 65 – The text notes that “Highway 401 is operating at LOS E west of
Guelph in both the morning and afternoon peak periods”. Should the text
reference peak hours instead of peak periods? Also, Table 4.17 indicates
that the LOS for this section of Highway 401 in the afternoon peak hour is
B, not E.
Page 66 – The text notes the widening of Highway 407 to 6 lanes east of
Highway 401 in 2007. This section of Highway 407 was widened to 8 lanes
in Spring 2008.

 Page 66 – The text notes that “Regional Road 50 currently operates at LOS
F south of Mayfield Road during both the morning and afternoon peak
hours”. Table 4.16 shows LOS E for the morning peak hour.
 Page 101 (map) – (1) Reference should be made to the Caledon
Transportation Needs Study Update. (2) The capacity expansion project on
the Milton GO Rail line is incorrectly labeled “GO Line Capacity Expansion –
Georgetown”. (3) The correct name for the Highway 50 - 427 Study is “PeelHighway 427 Extension Area Transportation Master Plan Study”.
The Environmental Conditions and Constraints report does a good job of
identifying the environmental constraints found in the Preliminary Study Area.
The environmental constraints illustrate some of the challenges that will be faced
in determining a preferred route for the corridor. We especially welcome, given
the development pressures seen or expected in Peel, the inclusion of a section
on Municipal Development Pressures. We agree that the four areas identified
within Peel (or immediately adjacent) are under considerable development
pressure. This points to the need for early corridor protection action and we urge
the project team to expedite this aspect of the study.
We look forward to further developments in the GTA West Corridor Planning and
Environmental Assessment Study, particularly the identification of the selected
route for the corridor and consideration of goods movement issues – these reflect
Regional concerns about corridor protection in the study area, the linkage of
arterial roads in the Region to the Provincial freeway network (e.g., Highway 427)
and accommodating the movement of goods. Please keep the Region informed
of further progress in the EA Study and additional opportunities for participation.

Murray McLeod
Manager, Transportation Planning
Region of Peel – Environment, Transportation and Planning Services.
10 Peel Centre Drive
Brampton, ON
L6T 4B9
Tel: 905-791-7800 x4352
Email: murray.mcleod@peelregion.ca
Cc:

Tom AppaRao
Simone Banz
Mark Head

EX-165

EX-167

Corporation of the Town of Erin
Trafalgar Road (WCR 24)
RR2, Hillsburgh, ON NOB 120
(519) 855-4407 Ext.240 Fax: (519) 855-4281
EMAIL: sallY.stull@erin.ca
5684

September 15,2008

McCormick Rankin Corporation
Att: Neil Ahmed P. Eng Consultant Project Manager
2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 300
Mississauga ON
LsK 2P8
Dear Mr. Neil Ahmed;
RE: Response and Concerns to Environmental Assessment of Transoortation and Economic
Conditions

1. ln regard to aggregate resources mapping, the Dufferin Aggregates Pit is not shown
Exhibit 4-8.
11, Con 11.

on
The pit is active under Pit License P721015,located on Lots 1 1 & 12, Con 10 & Lot

2.

ln regard to Exhibit 3-2 Wellhead Protection Areas please note that complete information of
the well head protection zone, in the Town of Erin for the Black Creek in Limehouse has not
been included. The well head protection area for the Black Creek, does not end at the Halton
Erin Town line as shown on the map.
ln regard io Source Water Protect¡on the Town of Erin has concerns regarding the potential
risks of spills resulting in ground water contamination. Of specific concern to the Town is the
transport of hazardous materials through the community on Provincial Highways and rail lines.

3.

4.

The Town of Erin in embarking on a Master Servicing Plan forthe whole of the municipality,
although the focus is on the urban areas of Erin Village and Hillsburgh there are considerations
for the rural areas in regard to long term transportation planning.
5. Within the GTA West Environmental Assessment Report there appears to be no direct
consideration of safety or long term environmental effects and maintenance in regard to the
consequences of weather. Freezing rain, fog, snow, snow squalls and strong winds are more
prevalent above the brow of the escarpment resulting in driving conditions that;

.
.
o
.

create public safety issues,
impede projected traffic movement
make the transportation link operationally more expensive over the long term
promote unsusiainable environmental issues, a transportation link, in the form of a
highway, must to be maintained "bare pavement" requiring enormous amount of salt
which become part of the surface water and, in turn, groundwater.

The Town of Erin respectfully requests that a comparison of historic climatic differences be
considered as part of the assessment process. The Town of Erin is concerned with potential
responsibility for emergency response regarding highway accident closures, loss of life and
property and the resulting long term responsibility.

Please continue to provide the Town of Erin w¡th information regarding the proposed corr¡dor.

Planner. Town of Erin, Ext 240

EX-170

EX-171

EX-172

EX-173

EX-176

EX-178

EX-179

EX-181

EX-182

EX-183

EX-185, EX-186

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

GTA West Project Team
"Zbogar, Henrik"
"Wang, Jin (MTO)"; "Pravitz, Frank (MTO)"; Ahmed, Neil; Bricks, Mike; "mike.delsey@aecom.com";
"kevin.jones@aecom.com"; "Ashdown, Robin (MTO)"
RE: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study: Release of Draft Area Transportation System
Problems & Opportunities Report
February-05-10 9:49:11 AM
RE GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study Release of Draft Area Transportation System Problems
Opportunities Report.msg
3184 Brampton P&O Response Table - Final Feb 5 10.pdf

Dear Mr. Zbogar,
Thank you for the comments on the Draft Area Transportation System Problems and Opportunities
Report outlined in your October 29, 2009 and November 2, 2009 e-mails. Municipal input is an
important component of the consultation process. The attached table provides responses to those
comments. We apologize for the delay in responding.
Additional project information is available on the project website at www.gta-west.com. We look
forward to the City of Brampton's continued involvement in this study.
Sincerely,
The GTA West Project Team
From: Zbogar, Henrik [mailto:Henrik.Zbogar@brampton.ca]
Sent: October 29, 2009 4:51 PM
To: GTA West Project Team
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study: Release of Draft Area
Transportation System Problems & Opportunities Report

With regard to the above captioned-study, and your request for feedback, the following comments
to-date from City of Brampton staff are provided for your consideration:
1. Why are lower-tier municipal Offical Plans not included in the discussion in Section 2.3.1
and Appendix B? Brampton OP contains specific policies related to corridor protection in
west and east Brampton (relating to the North-South Transportation Corridor currently
being studied through HPBATS, and the Hwy 427 and arterial network are in east
Brampton).
2. Pg 78, Section 3.2, Road Network Assumptions: It mentions that the traffic analysis
accounted for proposed road improvements by upper and single tier municipalities in their
TMPs. Does this mean that lower tier municipalities such as Brampton were not included?
The City of Brampton’s Transportation & Transit Master Plan (TTMP 2009) should be
included in the modeling and traffic analysis.
3. Previous transportation studies undertaken by the City of Brampton have identified the
need for a new North-South Transportation Corridor along the Halton-Peel boundary
including the City’s Transportation and Transit Master Plan (TTMP) and preliminary findings

from the Halton-Peel Boundary Area Transportation Study (HP BATS). The purpose of the
study and problem statement should be explicit regarding future north-south
transportation infrastructure needs. The traffic analysis should identify the traffic growth
issues associated with planned development in Brampton and Georgetown along the
Halton-Peel boundary and the opportunity to provide north-south transportation
infrastructure (such as a new North-South Transportation Corridor).
4. Pg 92, Exhibit 3-17, screenlines were analyzed at South of Hwy 407 and South of Mayfield
Road. These screenlines do not capture the significant future traffic volumes between Hwy
407 and south of Mayfield Road (most of Brampton not captured), particularly between
WCB and Hurontario St. The only screenline capturing traffic volumes in Brampton is
south of Mayfield Road, which would be significantly less at the north end of Brampton
than the south end of Brampton. A new screenline needs to be added in the south end of
Brampton in the vicinity of north of Hwy 407 to capture the higher traffic volumes.
                       
5. At the appropriate stage in this EA Study, the extension of existing Highways such as
Highways 410 and 427 needs to be identified as connecting with GTA West Corridor.
6. Need to proceed with this EA study as quickly as possible in order to protect the lands for a
North-South Transportation Corridor as well as future extension of Highway 427 in NE
Brampton.

If you have any questions regarding the foregoing comments, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Regards,
Henrik Zbogar , M.Sc.Pl, MCIP, RPP
Manager, Long Range Transportation Planning
Planning, Design & Development
City of Brampton | 2 Wellington Street W | Brampton ON L6Y 4R2
T 905.874.3553 | F 905.874.2099
henrik.zbogar@brampton.ca

From: GTA West Project Team [mailto:project_team@gta-west.com]
Sent: 2009/07/31 7:13 PM
To: 'GTA West Project Team'
Subject: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study: Release of Draft Area Transportation
System Problems & Opportunities Report
Please find attached a letter regarding the release of the Draft Area Transportation System Problems &
Opportunities Report for the GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study.
Sincerely,

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Zbogar, Henrik
GTA West Project Team
Wu, Linda; Duyvestyn, Chris
RE: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study: Release of Draft Area Transportation System
Problems & Opportunities Report
November-02-09 4:31:25 PM

Further to comments provided last week on the Problems & Opportunities Report, the following
additional comments are provided for your consideration.
1. Does the GGH model use the same methodology to project LRT and BRT trips?
2. Page 78, “Highway 410 extension from Mayfield Road to Highway 10”: what is the
northerly terminus of 410 in the GGH 2006 scenario?
3. Page 79: There appears to be some confusion in describing the RT corridors in
Brampton. The Brampton AcceleRide BRT initiative (now rebranded as “Züm”) includes
Queen St, Main St, Steeles Ave, Bovaird Dr, a yet-to-be-defined corridor in the east
(either Airport Rd or Bramalea Rd), and Mississauga Rd in the west (added as part of
the recent Transportation & Transit Master Plan update) – 6 arterial corridors in total.
Of these, Queen, Main, and Steeles are identified as RT corridors in the Metrolinx RTP
15-Year Plan, and Steeles in the 25-Year Plan. Hurontario Street is represented in the
RTP 15-Yr Plan in 3 sections: Mayfield to Downtown Brampton, Downtown Brampton
to Highway 407, and Hwy 407 to Port Credit. The latter two sections comprise the Main
Street/Hurontario High Order Transit corridor study, which is looking at potential LRT
service. The section north to Mayfield is not included in the Hurontario HOT study, but
is part of the AcceleRide/Züm network as a BRT corridor, though its identification in the
RTP does not discount future LRT on this section. Transit (BRT or LRT)-Extension of a
line on Hurontario Street north to Mayfield Road”. Based on the foregoing, please
clarify bullets 6 and 7 of the “Metrolinx RTP/GO Transit” section and the 1st bullet
under the “Other Rapid Transit (BRT or LRT)” section. Also, clarify whether Hurontario
LRT in the GGH model extends to Mayfield Rd in 2031.
4. Has road capacity been reduced on those arterial corridors with RT service? (e.g.
Hurontario/Main St, five Brampton arterial corridors)
5. Page 80: how is parking cost determined for new paid parking areas in 2031?
6. Page 81, Exhibit 3-4: Clarify the assumption/what is meant by “2031 current trends”
7. Page 85, Exhibit 3-10: clarify what is meant by “Highway 401-west of Highway 401”.
8. Page 86: BAU analysis appears to use a Furness/Fratar methodology, based on land
use growth and 2001 TTS data; is it able to forecast trips in new growth areas?
9. Page 87, Exhibit 3-11: The table should include interregional trip interchanges
between Brampton and Vaughan.

Henrik Zbogar , M.Sc.Pl, MCIP, RPP
Manager, Long Range Transportation Planning
Planning, Design & Development
City of Brampton | 2 Wellington Street W | Brampton ON L6Y 4R2
T 905.874.3553 | F 905.874.2099
henrik.zbogar@brampton.ca

From: Zbogar, Henrik
Sent: 2009/10/29 4:51 PM
To: 'GTA West Project Team'
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study: Release of Draft Area
Transportation System Problems & Opportunities Report

With regard to the above captioned-study, and your request for feedback, the following comments
to-date from City of Brampton staff are provided for your consideration:
1. Why are lower-tier municipal Offical Plans not included in the discussion in Section 2.3.1
and Appendix B? Brampton OP contains specific policies related to corridor protection in
west and east Brampton (relating to the North-South Transportation Corridor currently
being studied through HPBATS, and the Hwy 427 and arterial network are in east
Brampton).
2. Pg 78, Section 3.2, Road Network Assumptions: It mentions that the traffic analysis
accounted for proposed road improvements by upper and single tier municipalities in their
TMPs. Does this mean that lower tier municipalities such as Brampton were not included?
The City of Brampton’s Transportation & Transit Master Plan (TTMP 2009) should be
included in the modeling and traffic analysis.
3. Previous transportation studies undertaken by the City of Brampton have identified the
need for a new North-South Transportation Corridor along the Halton-Peel boundary
including the City’s Transportation and Transit Master Plan (TTMP) and preliminary findings
from the Halton-Peel Boundary Area Transportation Study (HP BATS). The purpose of the
study and problem statement should be explicit regarding future north-south
transportation infrastructure needs. The traffic analysis should identify the traffic growth
issues associated with planned development in Brampton and Georgetown along the
Halton-Peel boundary and the opportunity to provide north-south transportation
infrastructure (such as a new North-South Transportation Corridor).
4. Pg 92, Exhibit 3-17, screenlines were analyzed at South of Hwy 407 and South of Mayfield
Road. These screenlines do not capture the significant future traffic volumes between Hwy
407 and south of Mayfield Road (most of Brampton not captured), particularly between
WCB and Hurontario St. The only screenline capturing traffic volumes in Brampton is
south of Mayfield Road, which would be significantly less at the north end of Brampton
than the south end of Brampton. A new screenline needs to be added in the south end of

Brampton in the vicinity of north of Hwy 407 to capture the higher traffic volumes.
                       
5. At the appropriate stage in this EA Study, the extension of existing Highways such as
Highways 410 and 427 needs to be identified as connecting with GTA West Corridor.
6. Need to proceed with this EA study as quickly as possible in order to protect the lands for a
North-South Transportation Corridor as well as future extension of Highway 427 in NE
Brampton.

If you have any questions regarding the foregoing comments, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Regards,
Henrik Zbogar , M.Sc.Pl, MCIP, RPP
Manager, Long Range Transportation Planning
Planning, Design & Development
City of Brampton | 2 Wellington Street W | Brampton ON L6Y 4R2
T 905.874.3553 | F 905.874.2099
henrik.zbogar@brampton.ca

From: GTA West Project Team [mailto:project_team@gta-west.com]
Sent: 2009/07/31 7:13 PM
To: 'GTA West Project Team'
Subject: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study: Release of Draft Area Transportation
System Problems & Opportunities Report
Please find attached a letter regarding the release of the Draft Area Transportation System Problems &
Opportunities Report for the GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study.
Sincerely,
The GTA West Project Team

Please consider our environment before printing this e-mail.
This e-mail message in its entirety (including attachments) is
confidential and is intended only for the addressee(s) named above.
The message contents may contain confidential or privileged information.
Any unauthorized use or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you are not
the intended recipient, please notify the sender and delete all copies.

The content of this email message should be treated as confidential and is the
property of The Corporation of the City of Brampton. This email message is for the
sole use of the intended recipient and may not be copied, modified, distributed, or

Commenter
Henrik Zbogar
Manager, Long Range Transportation
Planning
Planning, Design & Development
City of Brampton
Submitted via email on October 29, 2009

Henrik Zbogar
Manager, Long Range Transportation
Planning

GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment
Comments on Draft Problems and Opportunities Report (July 2009)
Comment
Response
Lower-tier municipal Official Plans have been considered in the
With regard to the above captioned-study, and your request for
feedback, the following comments to-date from City of Brampton study. For example, the land use designations in local municipal
Official Plans were reviewed in the identification of “Areas of
staff are provided for your consideration:
Interest” as referenced in Section 2.3.2. Section 2.3.1 provides a
1. Why are lower-tier municipal Official Plans not included in the generic discussion of municipal official plans with respect to
policies related to land use development and growth as well as
discussion in Section 2.3.1 and Appendix B? Brampton OP
contains specific policies related to corridor protection in west how municipal Transportation Master Plans and transit strategies
are used to integrate land use and transportation growth
and east Brampton (relating to the North-South
management policies. The details of municipal official plans will
Transportation Corridor currently being studied through
be documented in subsequent phases of the study in the detailed
HPBATS, and the Hwy 427 and arterial network are in east
evaluation of “alternatives to”.
Brampton).
2. Pg 78, Section 3.2, Road Network Assumptions: It mentions The City of Brampton’s Transportation & Transit Master Plan was
reviewed and the proposed road improvements were included in
that the traffic analysis accounted for proposed road
the development of the Greater Golden Horseshoe Model
improvements by upper and single tier municipalities in their
TMPs. Does this mean that lower tier municipalities such as (GGHM) 2031 road network.
Brampton were not included? The City of Brampton’s
Transportation & Transit Master Plan (TTMP 2009) should be
included in the modeling and traffic analysis
The Study Team is aware of the Halton-Peel Boundary Area
3. Previous transportation studies undertaken by the City of
Transportation Study and has identified this corridor as part of the
Brampton have identified the need for a new North-South
“alternatives to” analysis that followed the P&O report and was
Transportation Corridor along the Halton-Peel boundary
subsequently shown at the November/December 2009 Public
including the City’s Transportation and Transit Master Plan
Information Centres.
(TTMP) and preliminary findings from the Halton-Peel
Boundary Area Transportation Study (HP BATS). The
purpose of the study and problem statement should be
explicit regarding future north-south transportation
infrastructure needs. The traffic analysis should identify the
traffic growth issues associated with planned development in
Brampton and Georgetown along the Halton-Peel boundary
and the opportunity to provide north-south transportation
infrastructure (such as a new North-South Transportation
Corridor).
The analysis screen lines were chosen in part to reflect existing
4. Pg 92, Exhibit 3-17, screenlines were analyzed at South of
Hwy 407 and South of Mayfield Road. These screenlines do data sources as well as to provide in-sight to inter-regional travel.
As part of the “alternatives to” analysis, including the development
not capture the significant future traffic volumes between
of alternative networks, new screenlines will be added to reflect
Hwy 407 and south of Mayfield Road (most of Brampton not
travel flows north of Highway 407.
captured), particularly between WCB and Hurontario St.
The only screenline capturing traffic volumes in Brampton is
south of Mayfield Road, which would be significantly less at
the north end of Brampton than the south end of Brampton.
A new screenline needs to be added in the south end of
Brampton in the vicinity of north of Hwy 407 to capture the
higher traffic volumes.
Comment noted.
5. At the appropriate stage in this EA Study, the extension of
existing Highways such as Highways 410 and 427 needs to
be identified as connecting with GTA West Corridor.
Comment noted.
6. Need to proceed with this EA study as quickly as possible in
order to protect the lands for a North-South Transportation
Corridor as well as future extension of Highway 427 in NE
Brampton.
Further to comments provided last week on the Problems &
Yes, LRT and BRT are treated in the GGH Model as the same
Opportunities Report, the following additional comments are
transit mode. The projection of LRT and BRT trips would be
provided for your consideration:
influenced by the service level (i.e. frequency) and location of the

Change to Report
No Change.

No Change.

No Change.

Will add new E-W screenlines north of 407.

No Change.

No Change.

No Change.
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Commenter
Planning, Design & Development
City of Brampton
Submitted via email on November 2, 2009

GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment
Comments on Draft Problems and Opportunities Report (July 2009)
Comment
Response
facility coded in the network
1. Does the GGH model use the same methodology to project
LRT and BRT trips?
MTO provided a 2001 and 2031 GGH model. The 2006
2. Page 78, “Highway 410 extension from Mayfield Road to
Highway 10”: what is the northerly terminus of 410 in the
congestion analysis was based on 2006 traffic data and had the
GGH 2006 scenario?
northerly terminus of Highway 410 at Bovaird Drive.
- The general description presented on Page 79 reflected
3. Page 79: There appears to be some confusion in describing
the transit service shown in the Metrolinx Big Move 25
the RT corridors in Brampton. The Brampton AcceleRide BRT
Year Transit Plan.
initiative (now rebranded as “Züm”) includes Queen St, Main
- The more recent Brampton Zum initiative is being
St, Steeles Ave, Bovaird Dr, a yet-to-be-defined corridor in the
presented at the November/December 2009 Public
east (either Airport Rd or Bramalea Rd), and Mississauga Rd
Information Centres.
in the west (added as part of the recent Transportation &
- The GGH model identifies the Hurontario LRT extending to
Transit Master Plan update) – 6 arterial corridors in total. Of
Mayfield Road.
these, Queen, Main, and Steeles are identified as RT
corridors in the Metrolinx RTP 15-Year Plan, and Steeles in
the 25-Year Plan. Hurontario Street is represented in the RTP
15-Yr Plan in 3 sections: Mayfield to Downtown Brampton,
Downtown Brampton to Highway 407, and Hwy 407 to Port
Credit. The latter two sections comprise the Main
Street/Hurontario High Order Transit corridor study, which is
looking at potential LRT service. The section north to Mayfield
is not included in the Hurontario HOT study, but is part of the
AcceleRide/Züm network as a BRT corridor, though its
identification in the RTP does not discount future LRT on this
section. Transit (BRT or LRT)-Extension of a line on
Hurontario Street north to Mayfield Road”. Based on the
foregoing, please clarify bullets 6 and 7 of the “Metrolinx
RTP/GO Transit” section and the 1st bullet under the “Other
Rapid Transit (BRT or LRT)” section. Also, clarify whether
Hurontario LRT in the GGH model extends to Mayfield Rd in
2031.
4. Has road capacity been reduced on those arterial corridors
In general, RT service on existing arterial corridors is assumed to
with RT service? (e.g. Hurontario/Main St, five Brampton
be accommodated through additional lanes. For example, the
arterial corridors)
transit network coding assumptions include:
- Hurontario LRT
o Hwy 407 to Steeles Ave
 6 lanes + LRT
o Steeles Avenue to Mayfield Road
 4 lanes + LRT
- Queen Street LRT
o Hwy 410 to Hwy 427
 6 lanes + LRT
5. Page 80: how is parking cost determined for new paid
parking areas in 2031?
6. Page 81, Exhibit 3-4: Clarify the assumption/what is meant
by “2031 current trends”

7. Page 85, Exhibit 3-10: clarify what is meant by “Highway
401-west of Highway 401”.
8. Page 86: BAU analysis appears to use a Furness/Fratar
methodology, based on land use growth and 2001 TTS data;

The GGH Model development assigned parking charges ranging
from $6 to $18 per day depending on proposed density levels.
2031 current trends refers to an assumption that the existing
transit mode split would exist in 2031. More details on this
assumption are included in the Metrolinx Modelling Background
Paper for the Regional Transportation Pan.
Typo. Table should read “Highway 401 – west of Highway 407”
The Furness/Fratar methodology requires that new growth areas
traffic zones be ‘seeded’ with trip distribution characteristics of

Change to Report

No Change.

Change Page 79 of Report as follows:
Other Rapid Transit (BRT or LRT)
Bullet 6
- Brampton AcceleRide (Zum) with BRT
service on Queen Street, Main street, Steeles
Avenue, Bovaird Drive, Mississauga Road
and either Airport Road or Bramalea Road.
Bullet 7
- Main Street/Hurontario High Order Transit
corridor (LRT) between Downtown Brampton
to Highway 407 and from Highway 407 to
Port Credit.

No Change.

No Change.
No Change.

Text to be revised in Exhibit 3-10 to read “Highway
401 – west of Highway 407”
No Change.
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Commenter

GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment
Comments on Draft Problems and Opportunities Report (July 2009)
Comment
Response
is it able to forecast trips in new growth areas?
neighboring developed traffic zones prior to applying the Fratar
process. This approach provides forecast trips in new growth
areas.
9. Page 87, Exhibit 3-11: The table should include interregional Update Table:
trip interchanges between Brampton and Vaughan.
Toronto
Waterloo
Bound
Bound
2001 2031 2001
2031
Brampton to
48
904
Vaughan
Vaughan to
7
542
Brampton

Change to Report

Table to be updated as noted.
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EX-187

EX-188

EX-192

EX-193

EX-194

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Wang, Jin (MTO)
Mary Hall; Todd Salter; Kant Chawla
Tapp, Shelley (MTO); Ahmed, Neil; Jim, Katherine
GTA West Corridor Study PIC Dates
GTA West OGN PIC Round 3 - Final - Nov 6 09.pdf
GTAW PIC 3 - Newspapers and Dates.doc

Mary, Todd and Kant:

I would like to follow up on two items after yesterdays' presentation to
Caledon Council -

1.       Councillor Beffort's request to reschedule the Dec. 8th PIC in
Caledon

I'm attaching to this email the newspapers and dates the PIC notice will
be run - the notice (also attached) will appear in 6 papers TODAY among
15 newspapers throughout the study area. It was virtually too late
yesterday afternoon for us to change the date. Please convey this to
Councillor Beffort as appropriate.

2.       Councillor Groves asked us for a copy of the "area of interest"
land use map after the meeting

The map is included in the "Overview of Corridor Protection and
Development Issues" document on Page 12. The document provides a
comprehensive context on the issue in addition to the map. I suggest
that you download the document and the map from the study web link below
and provide them to Councillor Groves
http://www.gta-west.com/pdf/3184%20GTAW%20Corridor%20Protection%20Paper%
20Aug%2027%2009%20for%20website.pdf

Please let me know if you have further questions.

Regards,

Jin Wang

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Wang, Jin (MTO)
Annette Groves
; Christiani, Catherine; Ahmed, Neil; Perrotta, Joe (MTO); Ashdown, Robin (MTO);
Mary Hall; Todd Salter; Kant Chawla
RE: PIC on GTA West and Hwy 427
March-04-10 4:06:37 PM
GTA West Corridor Study PIC Dates.msg

Councillor Groves:
The geographic area of the "area of interest" in Mayfield West is shown
on the map I referred to in my previous email.
The rationale for identifying the "areas of interest" is documented in a
report entitled "Overview of Corridor Protection and Development Issues"
which is also available on the GTA West Project Website.
By copy of this email, I'm asking the project consultant team (Neil and
Catherine) to provide a response letter to you so that we will have the
letter on our consultation records, along with the email
correspondences.
Also by copy of this email, I am asking Town of Caledon staff to assist
you in downloading the above noted map and document if necessary. To
that end, I'm attaching an earlier email to Town staff regarding a
similar question you asked at our presentation to Caledon Council last
November.
Thanks.
Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Ministry of Transportation, Ontario
Tel: (905) 704-2117
Fax: (905) 704-2007
-----Original Message----From: Annette Groves [mailto:annette.groves@caledon.ca]
Sent: March 3, 2010 6:58 PM
To: Wang, Jin (MTO)
Cc: '
; 'CChristiani@ecoplans.com';
'NAhmed@mrc.ca'; Perrotta, Joe (MTO); Ashdown, Robin (MTO)
Subject: Re: PIC on GTA West and Hwy 427

Thank you Jin for your response. Can you tell me what area in Mayfield
West has been identified as a "pinch point" and why.
Please advise.
Thanks
Annette
----- Original Message ----From: Wang, Jin (MTO) <Jin.Wang@ontario.ca>
To: Annette Groves

Cc:
;
CChristiani@ecoplans.com <CChristiani@ecoplans.com>; NAhmed@mrc.ca
<NAhmed@mrc.ca>; Perrotta, Joe (MTO) <Joe.Perrotta@ontario.ca>; Ashdown,
Robin (MTO) <Robin.Ashdown@ontario.ca>
Sent: Wed Mar 03 09:58:44 2010
Subject: RE: PIC on GTA West and Hwy 427
Hi Councillor Groves:
I can advise you that an "area of interest" has been identified in the
Mayfield West area. The "area of interest" is shown on the map available
on the project website at
http://www.gta-west.com/pdf/GTA_AOI_Dec7_09%20red.pdf
Regards,
Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Ministry of Transportation, Ontario
Tel: (905) 704-2117
Fax: (905) 704-2007
-----Original Message----From: Annette Groves [mailto:annette.groves@caledon.ca]
Sent: February 26, 2010 2:38 PM
To: Wang, Jin (MTO)
Cc:
; 'CChristiani@ecoplans.com';
'NAhmed@mrc.ca'; Perrotta, Joe (MTO); Ashdown, Robin (MTO)
Subject: Re: PIC on GTA West and Hwy 427

Thanks Jin for your response and please continue to keep me in the loop.
The difficulties with have public meetings in the summer is that you
don't get the attendance as you normally would because people are away.
On another note, can you please confirm for me if Mayfield West has been
identified as a "pinch point" for the GTA West Corridor and if it has is
it still a pinch point.
Thank you and your response would be greatly appreciated.
Regards
Annette Groves
Regional Councillor, Bolton
----- Original Message ----From: Wang, Jin (MTO) <Jin.Wang@ontario.ca>
To: Annette Groves
Cc:
; Christiani,
Catherine <CChristiani@ecoplans.com>; Ahmed, Neil <NAhmed@mrc.ca>;
Perrotta, Joe (MTO) <Joe.Perrotta@ontario.ca>; Ashdown, Robin (MTO)
<Robin.Ashdown@ontario.ca>
Sent: Fri Feb 26 09:56:23 2010
Subject: RE: PIC on GTA West and Hwy 427
Hi Councillor Groves:
We are planning to hold the next round of PICs, including one in

Caledon, before the end of this year. We are targeting June 2010 as
currently scheduled.
Regards,
Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Ministry of Transportation, Ontario
Tel: (905) 704-2117
Fax: (905) 704-2007
-----Original Message----From: Annette Groves [mailto:annette.groves@caledon.ca]
Sent: February 23, 2010 10:33 AM
To: Wang, Jin (MTO)
Cc:
Subject: PIC on GTA West and Hwy 427

Dear Jin
Further to my email to you regarding the PIC's regarding the proposed
GTA West Corridor and Hwy 427, I am wondering if you have decided on a
timeline on this.
I would also like to thank you for hosting one of the sessions in
Caledon.
Regards
Annette
"This message (and any associated files) is intended only for the use of
the individual or entity to which it is addressed. The content of the
message is the property of the Corporation of the Town of Caledon. The
message may contain information that is privileged, confidential,
subject to copyright and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.
If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are
notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying, or modification
of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
message in error, please notify the sender immediately, advising of the
error and delete this message without making a copy. (Information
related to this email is automatically monitored and recorded and the
content may be required to be disclosed by the Town to a third party in
certain circumstances). Thank you."
"This message (and any associated files) is intended only for the use of
the individual or entity to which it is addressed. The content of the
message is the property of the Corporation of the Town of Caledon. The
message may contain information that is privileged, confidential,
subject to copyright and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.
If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are
notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying, or modification
of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
message in error, please notify the sender immediately, advising of the
error and delete this message without making a copy. (Information
related to this email is automatically monitored and recorded and the
content may be required to be disclosed by the Town to a third party in

March 31, 2010

Ms. Annette Groves
Councillor, Ward 5
Town of Caledon
6311 Old Church Road
Caledon, ON L7C 1J6

Dear Councillor Groves:
RE:

GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study
Response to Email Comments sent March 3, 2010

Thank you for your inquiry about the GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment (EA) Study. A response to your
question regarding the identified Areas of Interest as it relates to the Mayfield West Planning Area has been outlined
below:
Areas of Interest (or ‘Development Pressure Areas’)
To ensure the Areas of Interest or Pinch Points are properly referenced, we provide the following description of them. In
order to ensure study land-use information is kept current, the Project Team has maintained discussions with municipal
staff in order to remain up-to-date with their Official Plan (OP) designations, current OP information and pending
development applications. Following a review of available information, a Municipal Advisory Group meeting on February
3, 2009 and municipal workshops held in February / March 2009, the Project Team revised the Areas of Interest identified
in the Draft Overview of Environmental Conditions and Constraints Report (July 2008). The Areas of Interest were
identified based on a number of factors, including:
A. Lands outside the current built-up area that are under pressure for re-designation;
B. Lands that logically link Urban Growth Centres and/or linking with other interregional transportation
corridors;
C. Lands that are adjacent to a potential passenger rail corridor and considered potential station sites by GO
Transit on the basis of offset to other potential or existing station locations;
D. Lands that are of suitable offset to other freeway infrastructure such as interchanges, that would
accommodate freeway-to-freeway interchanges, given limited distances permitted between such facilities;
E. Lands that are within areas of active development activity, either inside or outside of designated urban
areas as defined by the upper tier municipality or the lower tier municipality;
F. Lands that are being considered for future development through current Official Plan designations and
policies or as the result of studies being undertaken by upper or lower tier municipalities;
G. Lands that are outside of designated Greenbelt, Oak Ridges Moraine, Niagara Escarpment, Provincially
Significant Wetlands lands that already are protected from development; and,
H. Lands that are in the vicinity of a narrow development “gap” that is anticipated to offer opportunity for a
potential new transportation corridor with little impact to adjacent existing or approved future community or
designated natural feature.
For further information regarding the revised Areas of Interest and the rationale for their identification, please refer to the
Draft Overview of Corridor Protection and Development Issues Report (June 2009) available on the project website:
www.gta-west.com. Mapping displaying the revised Areas of Interest has been shared with municipalities and is also
available on the project website. A copy of the current Land Use Constraint Map, with the revised Areas of Interest, has
been attached for your reference. You will note that an Area of Interest includes the Mayfield West Secondary Plan Area.

The Project Team is moving as quickly as possible towards the completion of the Stage 1 of the EA, which is a
recommended Transportation Development Strategy for the study area. In November and December 2009, the Project
Team presented to the public and stakeholders a range of transportation alternatives including inter-modal, transit, roads
and highways, as well as initiatives to manage travel demand and traffic management.
Findings to date in the study indicate that lands within “areas of interest” may be required for infrastructure improvement
purposes and some development plans in the “areas of interest” may be premature until the transportation requirement is
further defined in the EA process.

Mayfield West Planning Area
As is shown on the attached Land Use Constraint Map, the Project Team has included the Mayfield West Secondary Plan
Area as an Area of Interest (Area of Interest #5). The area is bounded by Old School Road to the north, Mayfield Rd to the
south, Hurontario Street to the east and Chinguacousy Boulevard to the west. The area is positioned between existing
developed lands and land provincially designated as Greenbelt. In June 2008 the Town of Caledon initiated a Secondary
Planning Study for those lands. On February 24, 2009, the Project Team held a workshop with staff from the Town of
Caledon and the Region of Peel to discuss corridor protection issues and review the Areas of Interest. Based on this
information and the above noted consideration factors, the Project Team has included the Mayfield West Area as an “Area
of Interest”.
Should you require further information, please contact Mr. Jin Wang, Project Coordinator with the Ministry of
Transportation, at 905-704-2117, or Mr. Neil Ahmed, the Consultant Project Manager at McCormick Rankin Corporation,
at 905-823-8500.

Sincerely,

___________________________
Mr. Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Provincial and Environmental Planning Office
Ontario Ministry of Transportation

_________________________
Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin Corporation

Attach.
Cc:

Emil Kolb, Regional Chair, Regional Municipality of Peel
Her Worship Marolyn Morrison, Mayor, Town of Caledon
Mary Hall, Director of Planning and Development, Town of Caledon
Patricia Boeckner, Director of Transportation Planning, MTO
Joe Perrotta, Manager of Provincial Planning, MTO

EX-195

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Christiani, Catherine
"Sally Stull"
"Wang, Jin (MTO)"; Ahmed, Neil; "Mike Bricks"; Jim, Katherine
RE: Yesterday"s MAG meeting
June-02-10 1:54:12 PM

Hi Sally,
See the below blue text for answers to each of your questions.
If you require any further clarification, please don't hesitate to contact the Project Team.
- Catherine Christiani, on behalf of the GTA West Project Team
Catherine Christiani, B.URPl, C.EMA
Environmental Planner
Ecoplans Limited | A Member of the MMM Group
2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 280 | Mississauga, ON L5K 2P8
T: (905) 823-4988, Ext. 1373| F: (905) 823-2669 | E: cchristiani@ecoplans.com
P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

From: Sally Stull [mailto:Sally.Stull@erin.ca]
Sent: May 12, 2010 12:05 PM
To: project_team@gta-west.com
Subject: Yesterday's MAG meeting

Hi GTA West Team;
The Proposed Option 4.3, which crosses Halton Region diagonally to link 400 to the 401 is
acceptable, if not desirable, to the Town of Erin. The proposed link provides the optimal link for
economic benefit for the economic engine/population growth expected in the West & North ends
of the GTA.
I had a few questions or clarifications regarding yesterday’s MAG session in Brampton which are
probably best answered by a call back.
1. Would Karen or someone else as knowledgeable about the “cultural” aspect advise as to
what it includes.
The cultural environmental factors include the following (Factor/ Sub-factor/ Evaluation
Criteria / Measurement of the Effects):
Cultural
Heritage – Built
Heritage and
Cultural
Heritage

Buildings and
Cultural Heritage
Landscapes

Potential to affect
cultural heritage
areas/resources

Qualitative assessment of the
potential to affect or avoid
cultural heritage
areas/resources.

Landscapes

Cultural
Heritage –
Archaeology

First Nations Burial
Sites

Potential to affect
known burial sites.

Pre-Historic and
Historic First
Nations Sites

Potential to affect
significant pre-historic
and historic First
Nations archaeological
sites of extreme local,
provincial or national
interest.
Potential to affect
significant
archaeological sites of
extreme local,
provincial or national
interest.

Archaeological
Sites

(Note in the summary description
that there is higher probability for
a widening alternative to impact
cultural heritage.)
The potential to impact cultural
resources of historical
significance to First Nations will
be confirmed through
discussions with First Nations as
part of the EA process.
The potential to impact
archaeological sites of historical
significance to First Nations will
be confirmed through
discussions with First Nations as
part of the EA process.
Qualitative assessment of the
potential to affect or avoid
archaeological sites.
(Note in the summary description
that there is a higher probability
for a new corridor to impact
archaeological sites.)

2,    Could you forward me an electronic copy of TREDIS or alternatively advise when it will be
on the web site?
TREDIS is a software program. TREDIS results will be available at the upcoming PIC and also
on the study website at that time (www.gta-west.com).
3. In regard to TREDIS, is the economic aspect of tourism included? (if it is not is that because
it is included elsewhere or it is nominal compared to economic output).
TREDIS evaluates economic sectors and does not include a “tourism sector.”. The closest to
tourism is the hotel and restaurant sector, which is heavily visitor dependent. Through
TREDIS, we are able to show how that sector will be affected by transportation change of
the various GTAW scenarios. Growth in this sector indicates growth in tourism (both
leisure and business travel). New activity, particularly on a regional scale the size of GTAW
or NGTA, indicates more restaurant business is expected and will be attributable to
visitors. Hotel is almost entirely visitors.
4. Redundancy was mentioned in regard to the highway linkages, can someone explain this
term to me? I was under the impression it means “an additional/alternate route”.
Redundancy is the additional / alternate route that is available for incident management
(e.g. alternative route for accident on Highway 401), and also for goods movement.

5. With regard to the abandoned railways and the potential truck only route, can I have a bit
more of an explanation of what the potential would be.
For example, reconstitute abandoned railways and implement them as regional rail /
commuter rail corridors in the future.
Some preliminary transportation analysis has been carried out to review the potential of a
truck only route. More analysis is required to assess the impact to compare to other
alternative, and this is being carried forward for further consideration as part of the
transportation corridor strategy.

PS I could not find a telephone number under contact us on the GTA-west website, hence the
email.
Sally Stull, MCIP, RPP
Planner, Town of Erin
519 855-4407 ext. 240
toll free 1 877 818-2888

EX-196

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Christiani, Catherine
"Pearce, Andrew"
RE: GTA WEST - MAG Meeting
May-13-10 8:49:42 AM

Thanks Andrew. I will arrange to have the materials sent today.
- Catherine
From: Pearce, Andrew [mailto:Andrew.Pearce@vaughan.ca]
Sent: May 12, 2010 1:02 PM
To: Christiani, Catherine
Subject: RE: GTA WEST - MAG Meeting
Catherine,
I am interested in learning what was presented sooner than later in the event that I have some
comments. How about sending me hardcopy of the material and a CD containing the presentation?

Andrew D. Pearce
Director, Development / Transportation Engineering
City of Vaughan
2141 Major Mackenzie Drive
Vaughan, ON
L6A 1T1

From: Christiani, Catherine [mailto:CChristiani@ecoplans.com]
Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2010 11:05 AM
To: Pearce, Andrew
Subject: RE: GTA WEST - MAG Meeting

I can.
Alternatively, we will be placing copies of the presentation on the website within the next few
weeks. I can send you a hardcopy of the materials distributed at yesterday's meeting now, and
then you will get notice of when the presentation is available on the website a bit later.
Let me know which you would prefer.
- Catherine
From: Pearce, Andrew [mailto:Andrew.Pearce@vaughan.ca]
Sent: May 12, 2010 10:46 AM
To: Christiani, Catherine
Subject: Re: GTA WEST - MAG Meeting

Catherine
Would you be able to send me a disk?

Andrew Pearce,
Director of Development/Transportation Engineering
City of Vaughan
905.832.8525 ext. 8255
Sent via Blackberry
From: Christiani, Catherine <CChristiani@ecoplans.com>
To: Pearce, Andrew
Sent: Wed May 12 09:46:38 2010
Subject: FW: GTA WEST - MAG Meeting

Hi Andrew,

I received an undeliverable email message indicating the below did not get to you. The
attachments were 7mb total.
Please let me know what you email size limit is, and I will break up the files accordingly.
Thanks,
- Catherine
From: Christiani, Catherine
Sent: May 12, 2010 8:48 AM
To: 'Pearce, Andrew'
Cc: 'Birchall, Diana'; 'Hubjer, Selma'; 'Wang, Jin (MTO)'; Ahmed, Neil
Subject: RE: GTA WEST - MAG Meeting

Thanks for letting me know Andrew.
Enclosed is a PDF of yesterday's MAG presentation, as well as an additional PDF showing all of the
Group 4 alternatives (which aren't all included in the presentation PDF). The minutes of the
meeting still need to be prepared, but will be sent to all MAG members when available.
Please acknowledge receipt of this email, since the file sizes of the enclosed PDF's is quite large.
Thanks,
- Catherine
Catherine Christiani, Environmental Planner
Ecoplans Limited | A Member of the MMM Group
T: (905) 823-4988, Ext. 1373 | F: (905) 823-2669 | E: cchristiani@ecoplans.com

From: Pearce, Andrew [mailto:Andrew.Pearce@vaughan.ca]
Sent: May 11, 2010 5:20 PM
To: Christiani, Catherine
Cc: Birchall, Diana; Hubjer, Selma
Subject: GTA WEST - MAG Meeting

Hi Catherine,

I was planning on attending the GTA WEST MAG meeting today but I was
unexpectedly required to attend a Council meeting which lasted all afternoon.
Accordingly, I would appreciate if you could provide me with a copy of the
presentation and meeting minutes so I can keep up to date on the project.
Thanks
Andrew D. Pearce
Director, Development / Transportation Engineering
City of Vaughan
2141 Major Mackenzie Drive
Vaughan, ON
L6A 1T1

This e-mail, including any attachment(s), may be confidential and is intended solely for the attention and information of the named
addressee(s). If you are not the intended recipient or have received this message in error, please notify me immediately by return email and permanently delete the original transmission from your computer, including any attachment(s). Any unauthorized distribution,
disclosure or copying of this message and attachment(s) by anyone other than the recipient is strictly prohibited.

Please consider our environment before printing this e-mail.
This e-mail message in its entirety (including attachments) is
confidential and is intended only for the addressee(s) named above.
The message contents may contain confidential or privileged information.
Any unauthorized use or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you are not
the intended recipient, please notify the sender and delete all copies.
Please consider our environment before printing this e-mail.
This e-mail message in its entirety (including attachments) is
confidential and is intended only for the addressee(s) named above.
The message contents may contain confidential or privileged information.
Any unauthorized use or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you are not
the intended recipient, please notify the sender and delete all copies.

EX-197

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Christiani, Catherine
"Tara Buonpensiero"
"Jin.Wang@mto.gov.on.ca"; Ahmed, Neil; "mike@bricksplanning.com"
RE: Regional Council Presentation
May-18-10 10:06:16 AM

Hi Tara,
We are arranging a delegation to the June 16th Halton Region Planning and Public Works
Committee Meeting at 9:30am.
If you have any further questions, please let me know.
- Catherine
Catherine Christiani, B.URPl, C.EMA
Environmental Planner
Ecoplans Limited | A Member of the MMM Group
2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 280 | Mississauga, ON L5K 2P8
T: (905) 823-4988, Ext. 1373| F: (905) 823-2669 | E: cchristiani@ecoplans.com
P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

From: Tara Buonpensiero [mailto:TaraB@haltonhills.ca]
Sent: May 18, 2010 9:23 AM
To: Christiani, Catherine
Subject: Regional Council Presentation

Catherine
Thanks very much for your response to my email.
It was mentioned at the MAG meeting that the GTA west study team would be
presenting at area Regional Council meetings.
Could you please advise of the date that the project team will be presenting at the
Region of Halton?
Thanks very much,
Tara
Tara Buonpensiero, MCIP, RPP
Planner - Policy
Town of Halton Hills
Tel: 905 873 2601 ext 2214
Fax: 905 877 3524
tarab@haltonhills.ca

EX-201

19 May 2010

Ms. Maureen Van Ravens, P.Eng.
Manager, Transportation Planning and Roads Operations
Public Works and Engineering Services
The Regional Municipality of Halton
1151 Bronte Road
OAKVILLE ON L6M 3L1

Our ref: 881106800/461

Dear Ms. Van Ravens
Re:

Peer Review
GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment – Area Transportation System Alternatives
Report (April 2010)

Introduction
We are pleased to provide the following peer review comments of the GTA West Corridor Environmental
Assessment – Area Transportation System Alternatives Report (April 2010). GHD understands that Halton
Region has been requested to provide comment on the report at the May 25, 2010, Transportation
Advisory Committee meeting with the Niagara to GTA Corridor Project Team convened for a presentation
on MTO and regional staff comments. Halton Region will also provide comment at a presentation to the
Planning and Public Works Committee on July 7, 2010.
Document Overview
The GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment – Area Transportation System Alternatives Report
(ATSAR) summarizes the methodology that was used to develop multi-modal transportation system
alternatives to address forecasted travel demand generally between the Cities of Guelph and Vaughan.
The ATSAR builds on the GTA West Area Transportation System Problems and Opportunities Report (July
2009), which identified the study area’s transportation problems and opportunities based on the most
recent planning policies, population and employment growth, and economic and travel data available to the
study team.
The ATSAR study team developed a “long list” of multi-modal transportation alternatives based on a review
of transportation practices in Canada and around the world, as well as stakeholder input. The “long list”
included alternatives related to the following categories / modes:
Transportation Demand Management / Transportation Systems Management
Transit
Freight Rail
Marine
Air
Freight Inter-modal
Roads and Highways
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The report describes the alternatives by category / mode and enumerates each alternative from the “long
list”, along with a determination of:
each alternative’s potential to substantively address the identified transportation problems and
opportunities,
whether the alternative should be further considered as part of the GTA West Study,
whether the alternative should be pursued as part of a separate study / initiative, and
the rationale for considering the alternative.
Air, Marine, Freight Rail and Inter-modal demands were referred to “others” for determination of appropriate
solutions. The study did not consider these further and focused on roads based alternatives, except where
these might be aided by additional roadway or passenger rail improvements.
Each roads based alternative was assigned to one of four groups:
Group 1: Optimize Existing Networks - This category includes alternatives that improve the
performance and efficiency of the existing transportation system for all modes through strategies
designed to reduce auto and truck demand.
Group 2: Expand Non-road Infrastructure - This category includes “non-road-based” capacity
improvements, such as new air, marine, transit, and freight rail infrastructure.
Group 3: Widen / Improve Roads - This category includes alternatives for widening of existing roads or
highways (beyond widening which is currently planned or contemplated by municipalities and the
province).
Group 4: Add New Transportation Corridors - This category includes alternatives for new roadway
corridors.
The report explains the study’s building-block approach whereby alternatives in lower numbered groups
(Group 1 and 2) would be implemented before those in higher numbered groups (Group 3 and 4). This
approach prioritizes improving the efficiency with which the current transportation system and infrastructure
are used over the addition of roadway capacity and corridors.
An assessment of the potential community, economic, environmental and transportation impacts of each
alternative by Group is presented.
Cursory Evaluation of Alternatives Presented
The study summarises alternatives considered in the analysis. These are presented graphically in
Appendix A of this letter report and expanded in Table 1 below; with commentary as to the alternative’s
potential impacts on Halton Region.
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Table 1 – Review of Alternative Solutions
Alternative
Group 1 and Group 2 – New/Improved
Non Roadway Infrastructure

Comment
We agree these measures will help reduce demand but will
not alleviate the overall problem on their own.

These alternatives account for the
planned increase in capacity from
optimisation strategies as well as
plans for transit and air service
expansions per the Metrolinx RTP,
GO 2020 and the Toronto Pearson
International Airport expansion
strategies. The study concludes
that these alternatives will not
provide sufficient capacity to
address the identified demand and
road based improvements are
required.
Group 3-1 - Freeway Widening
Group 1 and Group 2 measures

This alternative does not provide any redundancy in the
freeway network.

Widening of Highway 401 (12lanes through Halton Region), 407,
410, 400 and 427 extension

All of the traffic will be funnelled through Highway 401 not
providing any inter-regional alternatives in the event of
incidents on the freeway; leading to usage of Regional Roads
as “emergency detours”

Group 3-2 - Freeway and Arterial Road
Widening

This alternative does not provide any redundancy in the
freeway network.

Group 1 and Group 2 measures

Alternative relies on Regional Roads to carry “inter-regional
traffic”.

Widening of Highway 401(12-lanes
through Halton Region), 407, 410,
400 and 427 extension
Widening of Highway 9, Highway 7
(via by-pass in some areas)
Widening of Kirby Road, Mayfield
Road, Trafalgar Road (RR3) to 6
lanes, Charleston Road, Airport
Road and RR 124 (Waterloo

Current planning suggests Trafalgar Road widening to 4-lanes
may be required just to service growth per ROPA 38, not
accounting for inter-regional demands. This widening has
environmental and design challenges
Widening of Highway 7 through Georgetown already identified
in Region’s 2021 Capital Roads Projects only as a by-pass
under current capacity (no widening)

Group 3-3 - Freeway and Arterial Road
Widening

This alternative does not provide any redundancy in the
freeway network.

Group 1 and Group 2 measures

Alternative relies on Regional Roads to carry “inter-regional
traffic” and act as a north south.

Widening of Highway 401(14-lanes
through Halton Region), 407, 410,
400 and 427 extension
Widening of Kirby Road, Mayfield
Road, Trafalgar Road (RR3) to 6
lanes
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Alternative
Group 4-1 New Transportation Corridor
and Freeway Widening

Comment
Within Halton Region, this alternative is the same as Group 31.

Widening of Highway 401 (12lanes through Halton Region), 407,
410, 400 and 427 extension

The role of the HPBATS corridor is not clear in this alternative

New corridor connecting Highway
400 and 410

All of the traffic will be funnelled through Highway 401 not
providing any inter-regional alternatives in the event of
incidents on the freeway; leading to usage of Regional Roads
as “emergency detours”

This alternative does not provide any redundancy in the
freeway network.

The impact on the Region’s natural and built environments is
limited to that resulting from widening of Highway 401 (Note
that the Problems/Opportunities Report (page vii) identified
major congestion along Highway 401 through the entire GTA
West as a key problem.)
Group 4-2 – New Transportation
Corridor and Freeway Widening

Within Halton Region this alternative does not provide any
redundancy in the freeway network.

Widening of Highway 401(12-lanes
through Halton Region), 407, 410,
400 and 427 extension

All of the traffic will be funnelled through Highway 401 west of
Highway 407, not providing any inter-regional alternatives in
the event of incidents on the freeway; leading to usage of
Regional Roads as “emergency detours”

New 4-lane corridor connecting
Highway 400 and 407 in
Mississauga
Group 4-3 – New Transportation
Corridor and Freeway Widening
Widening of Highway 401(10-lanes
through Halton Region), 407, 410,
400 and 427 extension
New 4-lane corridor connecting
Highway 400 and 401 in Milton

Alternative 4-3 proposes a new corridor that connects
Highway 400 to Highway 401, with the new corridor merging
with Highway 401 near Milton, approximately 15-20km west of
the existing 401 / 407 junction.
The new corridor alignment does not compliment planned
growth per ROPA 38
There may be more direct freeway access to
supplies

aggregate

It appears that this alternative would alleviate some of the
congestion along Highway 401 east of Milton, would add some
redundancy to the road network, would avoid the threehighway junction proposed in Alternative 4-2, and would not
require construction through the Niagara Escarpment, as
would be required by Alternatives 4-4 and 4-5.
Although a separate corridor, it would appear the separation of
the new corridor with Highway 401 is insufficient for an
efficient corridor operation.
Freeways in the GTA are
generally spaced 10 to 12 kilometres apart
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Alternative

Comment

Group 4-4 – New Transportation
Corridor and Freeway Widening

Alternative 4-4 proposes a new corridor from Highway 400 to
Guelph, passing through the northern corner of Halton.

Widening of Highway 401(10-lanes
through Halton Region), 407, 410,
400 and 427 extension

Widening of Highway 401 through Halton Region is still
required

New 4-lane corridor connecting
Highway 400 (Vaughan) and
Guelph (north of Georgetown)

It is expected that this alternative would alleviate congestion
along Highway 401 throughout the Region of Halton and
would add redundancy to the freeway network, but would
require more new roadway construction than the previous
alternatives, as well as construction through the Niagara
Escarpment.

Group 4-5 – New Transportation
Corridor and Freeway Widening

Redundancy in the freeway network is provided through this
alternative

Widening of Highway 401(12-lanes
through Halton Region), 407, 410,
400 and 427 extension

Widening of Highway 401 through Halton Region is still
required

New 4-lane corridor connecting
Highway 400 (Vaughan) and
Highway6 (south of Georgetown
and Guelph)

This alternative demonstrates that when the new corridor is
close to Highway 401, the new corridor does not draw as
much traffic away from Highway 401; hence although a new 4
lane corridor is provided, Highway 401 still needs an ultimate
123 lane cross section versus a 10 lane cross section per the
previous alternative (Group 4-4)

Consultation
The consultative process, which included meetings with stakeholders during the Alternative Generation and
Alternative Assessment steps, is also presented in the report. The stakeholders consulted were the
Community Advisory Group, the Municipal Advisory Group, the Regulatory Agency Advisory Group, the
Transportation Service Providers / Business and Commercial Stakeholders, First Nations and members of
the public.
Next Steps in the Study
The next steps for the GTA West study involve further refinement of the group alternatives, ultimately
leading to the Transportation Development Strategy to be presented at the fourth Public Information Centre
for Stage 1 of the EA process. Part of this refinement includes bringing the widening and new corridor
alternatives to a preliminary planning level of detail, which will require definition of a single preferred
widening and/or new corridor strategy from among the three widening alternatives and five new corridor
alternatives.
Peer Review Conclusions
Based on our desktop review of the alternatives provided, we would recommend that from Halton Region’s
point of view, only the following alternatives be carried forward for future study – the “short list”:
Group 4-2 – New Transportation Corridor and Freeway Widening
Widening of Highway 401(12-lanes through Halton Region), 407, 410, 400 and 427 extension
New 4-lane corridor connecting Highway 400 and 407 in Mississauga
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Group 4-3 – New Transportation Corridor and Freeway Widening
Widening of Highway 401(10-lanes through Halton Region), 407, 410, 400 and 427 extension
New 4-lane corridor connecting Highway 400 and 401 in Milton
Group 4-4 – New Transportation Corridor and Freeway Widening
Widening of Highway 401(10-lanes through Halton Region), 407, 410, 400 and 427 extension
New 4-lane corridor connecting Highway 400 (Vaughan) and Guelph (north of Georgetown)
Group 4-5 – New Transportation Corridor and Freeway Widening
Widening of Highway 401(12-lanes through Halton Region), 407, 410, 400 and 427 extension
New 4-lane corridor connecting Highway 400 (Vaughan) and Highway6 (south of Georgetown and
Guelph)
Appendix B of this letter report provides detailed comments on the GTA West Corridor Environmental
Assessment – Area Transportation System Alternatives Report (April 2010).
Yours sincerely
GHD Inc.
{Original signed by}

{Original signed by}

Elaine J. Chang, Ph.D.
Senior Transportation Planner

Alvaro L. Almuina, M.Eng., P.Eng.
Business Group Manager – Transportation

c:

A. Head

Attachment:
Appendix A – Figures of Alternative Solutions
Appendix B – Detailed comments

8811068

The Regional Municipality of Halton
GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment

6

APPENDIX A
FIGURES PRESENTING THE
ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS
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Alternative 3-1 Widening of Highway 401
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Alternative 3-2 Widening of Highway 401, Trafalgar Road, Highway 7
and Mayfield Road
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Alternative 3-3 Widening of Highway 401, Trafalgar Road and
Mayfield Road
8811068

The Regional Municipality of Halton
GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment

Alternative 4-1 New corridor
from Highway 400 to 410
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Alternative 4-2 New corridor from Highway 400
to 401
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Alternative 4-3 New corridor
from Highway 400 to 401 at Milton
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Alternative 4-4 New corridor
from Highway 400 to Guelph (north)
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Alternative 4-5 New corridor
from Highway 400 to Guelph (south)
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Appendix B
Detailed Comments
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Specific comments on sections of the report follow.
1. The Problems and Opportunities should be Listed in the Executive Summary
The ATSAR’s Executive Summary does not explicitly describe the transportation problems and
opportunities of the GTA West. Since the purpose of the ATSAR is to develop alternatives to address
transportation problems and opportunities, these should be a central theme guiding the study, and
should be listed in the Executive Summary. Further, the problems and opportunities listed should
reflect those presented in the POR.
2. Double Use of the Term “Stage”
The ATSAR uses the term “stage” to describe steps in the development and assessment of the
transportation system alternatives, and also to describe a part of the broader EA process. Specifically,
in Section 4.8 Next Steps of the Executive Summary (page xvi), it is stated that refinements to each of
the group alternatives will be presented in draft form “at the fourth round of Public Information Centres
(PIC #4) for Stage 1 of the EA process”.
However, within Stage 1 of the EA process (which includes the ATSAR study), the study team
developed and assessed transportation system alternatives following a process, which they describe in
the title of Exhibit E-1 as a “Two-Stage Process for Developing and Assessing Area Transportation
System Alternatives”. This use of the term Stage also appears in the text of Section 2 of the Executives
Summary (page iv) and Section 1.6 (page 6).
It is recommended that the term “stage” be used only in the context of the EA process, according to
standard, and that another term, such as “phase” or “step”, be used in the context of the ATSAR’s
development and assessment of alternatives.
3. Figure Titled “Two-Stage Process” Shows Three Stages
The ATSAR’s Exhibit E-1 bears the name “Two-Stage Process”; however, the exhibit shows three
stages. Further, the text in Executive Summary Section 2, which describes the exhibit, does not refer to
Stage 3 at all. It is thus not clear how Stage 3 relates to the current report. The exhibit is shown in this
letter as Figure 1.
The same flow chart appears in the main body as Exhibit 1-3 in Section 1.6. In this instance, the exhibit
title does not include the misleading words “Two-Stage”, but the text in this section still lacks an
explanation of Stage 3.
4. Process Flow Chart is not Correct
Exhibit E-1 (also shown in Exhibit 1-3) shows two arrows branching from Stage 2, one toward Stage 3
and the other toward “Analysis”. This structure suggests that at Stage 2, the process leads either to
Stage 3 or to “Analysis”, and that the paths never merge thereafter. This is illogical and should be
corrected. The exhibit is shown in this letter as Figure 1.
5. The 4-Group Building Block Approach Supports Sustainable Transportation
The 4-Group building block approach gives priority to improving the efficiency with which the current
transportation system is used, along with improving alternatives to single-occupant vehicles, such as
transit and active modes. It also proposes policies to shift goods movement from trucks to rail and
marine modes. These efforts all aim to minimize the amount of new roadway construction needed, and
thus agree with the Region of Halton’s approach to sustainable transportation.
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Figure 1: “Two-Stage” Process Flow Chart
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6. Group 1 Alternatives may Benefit the Region, but will not be Sufficient
The ATSAR proposes the following strategies as its Group 1 alternatives:
Speed harmonization
Provincial / employer led (travel demand management) TDM programs
Long combination vehicles
Ramp metering
Improved incident management
These alternatives are not inconsistent with Halton’s TDM strategies, although we agree with the
ATSAR that it is unlikely that Group 1 alternatives alone will bring about a significant improvement to
the congestion in the transportation system. We agree that additional measures will be needed.
7. Road Widening and New Corridor Plans should be Coordinated with the Niagara to GTA Study
The Niagara to GTA Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment Study – ATSAR (April 2010)
also proposes road widening along Highway 401 in the Region of Halton. The Highway 401 widening
included in the Group 3 and 4 alternatives in the GTA West Study should be coordinated with the
Niagara to GTA Study.
8. Each Map should have a Separate Exhibit / Figure Number and Title
Exhibit E-2 includes nine maps corresponding to the Group 2 transit alternative, three Group 3 roadway
widening alternatives and five Group 4 new corridor alternatives. All nine maps are labeled “Exhibit E-2:
Future Transportation System Alternatives”. Instead, each map should have its own Exhibit number
and a title that reflects more specifically which alternative it depicts.
The same comment applies to the maps in Appendix B, which have not been assigned Exhibit numbers
nor titles (other than the map description that appears in the legend box next to the map).
9. Maps should Show the Number of Existing Lanes along with Proposed New Lanes
The maps in the ATSAR’s Exhibit E-2 and Appendix B illustrating the road widening plans show only
the final number of lanes, so it is unclear how many lanes are to be added. (The maps also appear as
Figures 2 to 9 in this letter.) Instead, the maps should show the number of existing lanes and the
number of new lanes to be added for each alternative. The figure should also show if any HOV lanes
will be added. An example of how this information can be presented is available in the Niagara to GTA
Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment Study – ATSAR (April 2010), Exhibit E-3 on page xi.
10. The Tables in Appendix B are Difficult to Navigate
The ATSAR’s Appendix B includes more than 70 pages of multi-page tables, along with several pages
of maps. It is easy to get lost in this appendix, because the pages are not numbered, and the title of
each table appears only on the first page of each multi-page table. For example, the title “Table B-2:
Description and Categorization of Multi-Modal Alternatives” appears only on the first page of a 29-page
table.
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It is recommended that”
page numbers be added to Appendix B, and
table titles be listed on each page of the multi-page tables.
Also, in Appendix B, the page headers and footers are completely different going from Tables B-1 and
B-2 to Table B-3. There is no clear reason for this, and with the missing page numbers, the inconsistent
formatting makes it unclear which table or appendix the reader is looking at.
11. Heading in Table B-3 is Incorrect
The first 9 pages of Table B-3 present high level assessments of Groups 1 and 2; however, the
heading incorrectly states “Group Alternatives 3”.
12. Table B-3 Should be Split into 3 Separate Tables
Appendix B includes a “Table B-3: High Level Assessments of Groups 1 and 2”, and another “Table B3: High Level Assessments of Groups 3 and 4”, where the assessments for groups 3 and 4 are actually
presented in separate tables.
It is recommended that a new table number and title be used each time the table headings change. For
this appendix, this would give:
Table B-3: High Level Assessments of Groups 1 and 2 Alternatives
Table B-4: High Level Assessments of Group 3 Alternatives
Table B-5: High Level Assessments of Group 4 Alternatives
13. Rationale Column in Table B-2 does not Match Interest / Disinterest in Alternatives
In Appendix Table B-2 many alternatives were not marked for further consideration as part of the GTA
West study, nor to be pursued as separate studies, but are given positive comments under the
Rationale column. For example,
Alternative #4 – “Use shoulders as bus lanes during peak hours to allow transit vehicles to bypass
queues” was not marked for further consideration either as part of the GTA West Study nor as a
separate initiative, but the Rationale column states “This would help to enhance reliability of transit
services and minimize delays”.
Alternative #11 – “Improve various existing roads to provide priority for transit” was not marked for
further consideration, but was given the Rationale “This would increase transit capacity and
promote transit ridership”.
On the flipside, many alternatives that were marked for further consideration were given negative
comments in the Rationale column. For example,
Alternative #35 – “Improve security at GO Transit parking lots” was marked for further
consideration as part of the GTA West Study, but the Rationale comment “This would make transit
more attractive, but is within the mandate of GO transit” implies that it will not be studied because it
is already being studied by another agency.
Alternative #40 “Use taxis and a taxi scrip service to improve transportation mobility for the
disabled” was marked for further consideration in the GTA West Study, while the Rationale states
“This would not resolve inter-regional transportation issues within the study area. Metrolinx is
investigating a region-wide approach to improving mobility for people with disabilities”.
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Alternatives #53 – “Build light rail from Barrie to Toronto along Highway 400” and #54 – “Add GO
train routes connecting to King City and Barrie” are both marked for further consideration in the
GTA West Study, but the Rationale states “This is outside the GTA West Preliminary study area”.
Perhaps the check mark should appear in the column for study under a separate initiative instead
of as part of the GTA West Study?
Alternatives #79 – “Expand the type of goods that can be shipped via rail and marine” and #80 –
“Use passenger trains for courier use” are both marked for separate study (outside of the GTA
West Study), while the Rationale states “Not expected to substantively contribute to addressing the
study area’s inter-regional transportation problems and opportunities”. If the expected benefits are
unsubstantial, then why should these alternatives be further studied?
It is recommended that the Rationale column in Table B-2 be thoroughly reviewed and updated to give
explanations why alternatives were or were not marked for further consideration as part of the GTA
West Study, or why they should be pursued as separate studies.
14. Add Halton-Peel Boundary Area Transportation Study (HPBATS) to Definitions
The acronym HPBATS appears in Appendix Table B-3 (at the end of the Alternative 4-2 column
heading, it is written “from Highway 400 to Highway 401 / HPBATS corridor”) without a full name or
description anywhere else in the document. This should be added to the document’s list of Definitions.
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Dear Mr. Wang and Mr. Ahmed
This e-mail is to formally notify you of the upcoming Halton Regional Transportation
Advisory Committee meeting to be held on Tuesday, May 25, 2010. The
meeting will be held from 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Glenorchy-Dakota room at the
Halton Regional Centre, 1151 Bronte Road, Oakville.
The Halton Regional Transportation Advisory Committee is an Advisory Committee
authorized by Regional Council and reports to Regional Council through the Planning
and Public Works Committee. The goal of the Committee is to address the broad
spectrum of interests related to Provincial transportation initiatives from local Halton
residents, business and development communities, Chambers of Commerce, and
other Regional Advisory Committees (i.e. EEAC, HAAC, Cycling).
The purpose of the meeting will be to meet with the Niagara to GTA Project Team
and the GTA West Project Team to discuss the Area Transportation System
Alternative Reports released for each of the projects. Committee members will have
the opportunity to provide comments and ask questions to the Project Teams.
Attached is a draft agenda for the meeting. The format will be the same as the
previous Committee meeting that followed the release of the Problems and
Opportunities Reports.
I would kindly ask if you could provide me with the presentation for the Area
Transportation System Alternative Report for the GTA West Corridor by Friday, May
14 so that we can have hard copies available for Committee members at the meeting.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.
Kind regards,

David Lukezic, MCIP, RPP
Transportation Planner
Public Works
Transportation Services
Regional Municipality of Halton
Ph: (905) 825-6000 ext.7213
Fax: (905) 825-8822
david.lukezic@halton.ca

EX-204

EX-205

July 23, 2010

Public Works
Transportation Services
1151 Bronte Road
Oakville ON L6M 3L1
Fax: 905 847-2192

Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
McCormick Rankin Corporation
2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 300
Mississauga, Ontario
L5K 2P8

Dear Neil:
RE: Greater Toronto Area West Comments PIC # 4

Transportation Services of Halton Region would like to provide comments on the Greater
Toronto Area-West (GTA-W) project following Public Information Centre # 4 in June 2010, in
which MTO introduced the public to their Draft Transportation Development Strategy for the
GTA-West study.
Potential Halton Region implications :
Detailed analysis of all alternatives was completed with two alternatives selected to be carried
forward as they appear to provide better overall benefits and less impacts.
The two alternatives are to build a new corridor from Highway 400 connecting to Highway 401
east of Milton (Alternative 4-2), and to build a new corridor from Highway 400 connecting to
Highway 401 west of Milton (Alternative 4-3). The Town of Halton Hills has come out on
record as stating that the Town preference is for alternative 4-2. The Ministry appear to be
giving a slight edge to alternative 4-3, however in the MTO analysis it is noted that alternative 42 is rated as moderately preferred in terms of cost and constructability while alternative 4-3 is
rated most preferred. Essentially when the evaluation is reviewed there is little difference in the
two, given the uncertainty and overlap of the alternatives and cost estimates, we feel it is
misleading to rate either of the two alternatives differently at this time. Halton Region also notes
that the Alternative 4-3 ‘Truck only’ alternative shows promise and additional detailed analysis
should be performed to determine the viability of moving forward with this alternative. It is
stated on the exhibit that the ‘Truck only’ facility is to be carried forward for further
consideration; it is not mentioned in the summary review sheets.
It is not clear that this study acknowledges the future Tremaine Road interchange and needs to
include these for any future transportation and economic analysis.
Halton Region request that MTO provide information on how they plan to weigh the factors and
criteria identified in the evaluation of the Group #4 alternatives. While the June PIC’s provided
information on the overall assessment of the new corridor alternatives, we feel that the
information provided to date has not been sufficient to understand the method used to evaluate
each alternative to reach the conclusions presented at the PIC’s. Further information on the

evaluation process itself is required so that we can fully understand how the assessment process
was carried out.
Again this study makes it clear that new facilities will only be considered after all other
transportation improvements have been exhausted (Groups 1, 2 and 3). Regional staff concur
with this study approach.
The MTO project team is also suggesting that 12 lanes (express and collector) are required from
Regional Road 25 to the 407 ETR to accommodate the demand. This is consistent with the NGTA study and both are suggesting that the lane requirement over 10 is located west of the Hwy
407 - Hwy 401 connection. It is our understanding that once the lane requirement exceeds 10
lanes, the system needs to move to a core / collector system that would require additional lands
and is likely to cause some expropriations and closures to existing businesses. Additional model
runs may be required to confirm both alternatives applied when the preferred alternative for the
N-GTA is also used. The MTO project team also needs to continue to work with the HPBATS
study team and make sure all implications and ties between the two studies are taken into
consideration. Regional and Local planning matters should also be taken into consideration as
the study progresses.
Timelines to continue to keep this study moving forward need to be reviewed and outlined in
additional detail.
Analysis was very general (at least in what we have seen to date) and we look forward to seeing
detailed economic and transportation analysis of the full area incorporating all the road widening
and new corridors.
We trust that during all MTO projects involving interchange connections and modifications that
MTO will do everything possible to enhance safe and accessible interchanges for all members of
the population including cyclists and pedestrians.
Halton Region is following the comments from the Town of Halton Hills and we note that at this
time we have not had the opportunity to meet with our local representatives and discuss in detail
the specifics of this project. We therefore reserve the right to either fully support or fully reject
either of these projects as additional information becomes available.
The Region will also be engaging a consultant to assist with a peer review of the Draft
Transportation Development Strategy that the MTO plans to release in the fall. Once the Draft
strategy is released in the fall, the Transportation Advisory Committee will receive a copy and
the committee will need to be reconvened to provide comments on the documents. With the
Municipal election this Fall, it is anticipated that formal comments from Halton will be brought
to the new Council in early 2011.

We look forward to continue working with you on this project.
Sincerely,

Andrew Head,
Project Manager
ext. 7475

cc. Jin Wang, MTO

September 15, 2010
Mr. Andrew Head
Project Manager
Region of Halton
1151 Bronte Rd
Oakville, ON L6M 3L1
Dear Mr. Head:
RE:

GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study
Public Information Centre #4

Thank you for your July 23, 2010 letter regarding the material presented at the fourth round of Public Information
Centres (PIC) for the GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment (EA) and for submitting your comments.
Municipal input is an important component of the consultation process. This letter provides responses to those
comments.
We have noted Regional staff’s support for the study approach. The Project Team used a building-block approach
which considers optimizing the existing transportation network and new / expanded non-road infrastructure (such as
public transit and rail) prior to the consideration of widening / improving / building new road infrastructure. This
approach gives full consideration to those transportation improvement techniques that have the least physical
impact (optimization and new / expanded non-road infrastructure) and then, if future needs aren’t entirely met,
considers further techniques where more infrastructure would be required (widening / improving / building new road
infrastructure). With full use of optimization techniques and new / expanded non-road infrastructure initiatives in
addition to Metrolinx’s Regional Transportation Plan and GO Transit 2020 Strategic Plan, a further 4% reduction in
auto demand could be achieved along with a 10% reduction in longer distance truck demand. Road widening
(Group 3) and new corridor (Group 4) alternatives were thus still found to be required in order to address the
remaining 2031 future capacity needs in the study area.
The Project Team then considered the road widening (Group 3) and new corridor (Group 4) alternatives. Upon
analysis and evaluation using factors and criteria relating to the natural environment, social environment, cultural
environment, economy, transportation, as well as cost and constructability, Group 3-1 was found to be least
preferred when compared to the Group 4 new corridor alternatives. Corridor Alternatives 4-2 and 4-3 were found to
provide better overall benefits and less impact when compared to the other alternatives, thus both were
recommended to be carried forward for further examination. The Project Team does not currently have a clear
preference for either alternative. Alternatives 4-2 or 4-3 have both been found to be able to address the
transportation demands in the study area, including those west of Milton through widening of Highway 401, while
avoiding the significant effects and costs associated with impacts to agricultural lands, cultural features, and
crossing the Niagara Escarpment, Greenbelt and other environmentally sensitive features, when compared to
Alternatives 4-4 and 4-5. More detailed engineering and environmental impact assessment work will be required to
better examine the advantages and disadvantages with these alternatives.
With regards to your question about the modeling of a ‘truck-only’ facility, as you indicated, some very preliminary
analysis was carried out in assessing the benefit of utilizing the new transportation corridor as a truck only route.
The ‘truck-only’ facility will be carried forward for further consideration and analysis during Stage 2 of the EA Study.
The future Tremaine Road interchange has been assumed in all scenarios and is an acknowledged constraint to the
potential introduction of additional infrastructure in the area.

With regards to your request for further information on how the factors and criteria have been weighted and the
methodology used during the evaluation, please note that a weighting-scoring evaluation method was not used.
The evaluation method was a “Reasoned Argument” Method. This method highlights the differences in net effects
associated with the various alternatives and explores the relative significance of the various potential impacts to
assist in making decisions. Based on these differences, the advantages and disadvantages of each alternative are
identified. The relative significance of the impacts are examined to provide a clear rationale for the alternatives
recommended to be carried forward for further consideration. The evaluation, assessment, methodology and
findings of the Group 3 and 4 alternatives will be outlined in the draft Transportation Development Strategy Report
which will be made available for stakeholder review in late 2010. The report will also include updated information on
study timelines and further detail on the economic and transportation analysis conducted.
The Project Team will continue to work closely with the Niagara to GTA Project Team and the HP-BATS Study
Team as the study progresses to ensure appropriate coordination between the studies. Regional and local planning
matters are important and will continue to be taken into account by the Project Team.
In regards to your recommendation that all MTO projects involving interchange connections and modification include
enhanced safety and accessibility for all members of the population, including cyclists and pedestrians, these
suggestions will be considered further as this study proceeds to Route Planning and Preliminary Design – the focus
of Stage 2.
In the coming months the Project Team will review all of the comments received from stakeholders and members of
the public regarding the draft Transportation Development Strategy presented at PIC #4. As mentioned, a draft
Transportation Development Strategy Report will be subsequently prepared to document the consideration of
alternatives and the identification of the Recommended Transportation Development Strategy. This document will
be made available for stakeholder review in late 2010. The comment period and deadline for comments on the draft
report will be extended due to the Fall municipal elections, however the finalization of the report is still anticipated for
the end of 2010, as per the current project schedule. Comments that may be received following completion of Stage
1 will be considered as Stage 2 and other subsequent recommended transportation improvement initiatives are
pursued.
Should you require further information, please feel free to contact Mr. Jin Wang, Project Coordinator with the
Ministry of Transportation, at 905-704-2117, or Mr. Neil Ahmed, the Consultant Project Manager at McCormick
Rankin Corporation, at 905-823-8500.
Again, we would like to thank you again for your input. Additional details about the EA study can be viewed on the
project website at www.gta-west.com. We look forward to the Region of Halton’s continued involvement on this
study.
Sincerely,

___________________________
Mr. Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Provincial and Environmental Planning Office
Ontario Ministry of Transportation
cc.

F. Pravitz
M. Bricks

- MTO
- BPE Inc.

_________________________
Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin Corporation
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Jim, Katherine
KHodasy@regionofwaterloo.ca; gkeyworth@regionofwaterloo.ca
Ahmed, Neil; jin.wang@ontario.ca; Pravitz, Frank (MTO); Christiani, Catherine
RE: GTA West Corridor and Niagara-GTA Corridor Report
September-01-10 1:15:57 PM
image001.jpg

Geoffrey,
The GTA West team has reviewed the draft report per your August 30 email.
Our only comment is re: P.3, first paragraph under GTA West Corridor "T he Active Traffic
Management Study noted above was not identified….”; please note that Active Traffic Management
Study strategies similar to the ones identified in NGTA were included as part of the GTA West Study.
Please see our PIC #4 displays at: http://www.gta-west.com/consultation.html#pic; Active Traffic
Management strategies are noted in display panel #10.
Regards,
Katherine Jim
on behalf of
GTA West Project Team

________________________________________________________

Katherine Jim , M.Eng., P.Eng.

P. 905 823 8500 ext 1371 | F. 905 823 8503 | E. kjim@mrc.ca
Address 2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 300, Mississauga, Ontario L5K 2P8
McCormick Rankin Corporation | www.mrc.ca
A Member of MMM2

From: Kim Hodasy [mailto:KHodasy@regionofwaterloo.ca]
Sent: August-30-10 10:10 AM
To: 'project_team@gta-west.com'; 'project_team@niagara-gta.com'
Cc: Geoffrey Keyworth
Subject: GTA West Corridor and Niagara-GTA Corridor Report

Hello,
The attached draft report is being presented to the Regional Municipality of Waterloo Planning and
Works Committee on September 7, 2010, and is being for your reference. If you have questions or
comments about the report, please direct them to:
Geoffrey Keyworth, MCIP, RPP
Transportation Planner
Planning, Housing and Community Services

Repo rt:

Report: P-10-069

REGION OF WATERLOO
PLANNING, HOUSING AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
Transportation Planning

TO:

Chair Jim Wideman and Members of the Planning and Works Committee

DATE:

September 7, 2010

SUBJECT:

GTA WEST CORRIDOR AND NIAGARA-GTA CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY – REGIONAL COMMENTS

FILE CODE: D09-30

RECOMMENDATION:
THAT the Regional Municipality of Waterloo request the Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) to
expand the proposed Active Traffic Management Study to include the GTA West Corridor Study
Area and Region of Waterloo highways and incorporate the findings of Metrolinx’s road pricing
study into the Transportation Demand Management component of Group 1 for the Niagara-Greater
Toronto Area (GTA) Corridor study and GTA West Corridor study, as described in Report No. P-10069, dated September 7, 2010.

SUMMARY:
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is currently working on Environmental Assessments
for two proposed transportation corridors linking the Greater Toronto Area (GTA): the GTA West
Corridor between the City of Brampton and the City of Guelph, and the Niagara-GTA Corridor
between the Region of Niagara and the Region of Halton. These two transportation corridors were
identified in the Provincial Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe and are intended to
accommodate anticipated growth in and around the GTA to 2031. Regional staff recently attended
Public Information Centres (PICs) for the two studies. The purpose of the PICs was to enable public
review and solicit comments regarding the Transportation Development Strategy for these corridors.
MTO has examined a variety of alternatives, from efficiency improvements and public transit service
expansions to widening of existing highways and construction of new transportation corridors. MTO
has determined that alternative modes and transportation system efficiency measures will address
part of the problem but that widening of existing highways or construction of new highways will still
be required. MTO has committed to implementing the Transportation Development Strategy with
efficiency improvements and public transit improvements being the first priority. MTO has also
recognized the importance of a balance between beneficial traffic congestion that supports
economic activity, influences travel patterns and encourages use of alternative transportation
modes, and harmful traffic congestion that stifles economic growth and leads to adverse
environmental and health impacts. This philosophy aligns with the Regional Transportation Master
Plan and Regional staff will continue working with their counterparts at MTO to ensure that future
transportation planning in the Region supports this direction.
MTO is receiving comments on the Transportation Development Strategy and plans to release the
findings of their studies for both corridors in late Fall of 2010, which will be shared with Regional
Council.
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REPORT:
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is currently working on Environmental Assessments
(EA) for two proposed transportation corridors: the GTA West Corridor between the City of
Brampton and the City of Guelph, and the Niagara-GTA Corridor between the Region of Niagara
and the City of Burlington. While the Region is not within the Study Area of either project, MTO has
recognized the Region as an area of influence for both studies because a portion of the demand for
travel in these corridors is generated from the Region.
MTO held a round of Public Information Centres (PICs) in June 2010 to enable public review and
solicit comments regarding the draft multi-modal Transportation Development Strategy for each
study that “builds upon all of the Ontario and municipal governments’ current plans…and identifies
additional multi-modal transportation improvements to address the future needs”. To develop these
strategies, MTO has divided the transportation alternatives into four groups:
Group 1:
Group 2:
Group 3:
Group 4:

Optimize Existing Networks
New/Expanded Non-Road Infrastructure (e.g. public transit, non-road freight)
Widen/Improve Existing Roads
New Transportation Corridors

MTO staff have noted that investment priority will be given to the Metrolinx Regional Transportation
Plan, which is “Transit First”, and to GO 2020 initiatives (i.e. improvements to GO Transit), meaning
that Groups 1 and 2 will be prioritized over Groups 3 and 4.
Niagara-GTA Corridor
MTO has recommended an “Active Traffic Management Study” to identify areas where Group 1
alternatives such as bus bypass shoulders, incident/congestion management, ramp metering, HighOccupancy Vehicle (HOV)/transit bypass lanes, speed harmonization and contra-flow lanes with
moveable barriers could be beneficial. The Region has already considered bus bypass shoulders
and HOV/transit bypass lanes to be desirable for important Regional initiatives such as Rapid
Transit, and should request MTO to expand this study to include Region of Waterloo highways. In
advance of such a study, Regional staff will continue to identify areas where Group 1 measures,
such as those mentioned above, could benefit the Region.
Under Group 2, MTO recommended feasibility studies evaluating a Hamilton-focused regional
transit service, a joint MTO, Metrolinx, CN and CP study to identify and resolve rail conflicts and
bottlenecks, and a transit “web” concept (Attachment 1) described as follows:
1. Inter-regional Transit Links to Toronto
Enhanced “spine” network connecting Urban Growth Centres to Toronto, such as the
proposed GO Georgetown Line expansion to Kitchener and the potential GO Milton Line
expansion to Cambridge
2. Linking Urban Growth Centres by Transit
Transit “web” network connecting western Urban Growth Centres to one another, such as
the Regional Rapid Transit and potential for connections between Cambridge-Brantford,
Kitchener-Guelph and Cambridge-Guelph
3. Urban Growth Centres as Transit Gateways
Rural areas warranting transit connections linked to “spine” network through Urban Growth
Centres for access to Toronto, such as the GO Bus stop in Aberfoyle and Grand River
839564

Page 2 of 10

September 7, 2010

Report: P-10-069

Transit Route 21 to St. Jacobs and Elmira
The Region should participate in these feasibility studies because it will benefit from a more
comprehensive examination of inter-regional transit, including the possibility of improved passenger
rail services, between neighbouring communities.
MTO has determined that, despite the Group 1 and Group 2 improvements mentioned above, there
will still be a need for road-based improvements by 2031 because of additional traffic congestion.
Group 3 and Group 4 alternatives are being evaluated under transportation, environmental,
economic, community, constructability and cost criteria to determine the preferred road-based
improvement. MTO determined that the Niagara-GTA Corridor contained three distinct geographic
areas with different characteristics (Attachment 2), and has identified the preferred alternative for
each area:
•
•
•

East Area: A new corridor connecting Highway 406 in the Welland area to the QEW would
be preferred over widening the existing highway.
Central Area: Widening of the existing QEW would be preferred over constructing a new
corridor.
West Area: Operational improvements in the short term, and a new corridor connecting
Highway 403 to Highway 407, would be preferred over widening of the existing highway. It
should be noted that MTO also examined an alternative corridor connecting Highway 403 to
Highway 401 (Attachment 3), but concluded that a connection to Highway 407 is preferred.

Taken together, the Group 1, 2, 3 and 4 alternatives identified above result in the Draft
Transportation Development Strategy for the Niagara-GTA Corridor (Attachment 4).
GTA West Corridor
MTO has described many of the same Group 1 elements described for the Niagara-GTA Corridor.
The Active Traffic Management Study noted above was not identified, and Regional staff feel that a
similar study for the GTA West Corridor would be beneficial and should be undertaken.
Under Group 2, at the PIC MTO also identified the transit “web” concept and elaborated on many of
the Metrolinx and GO 2020 initiatives.
Similar to the Niagara-GTA Corridor, MTO determined that the Group 1 and 2 improvements would
not eliminate the need for road-based improvements by 2031, and will carry forward two new
corridor alternatives under Group 4 for further consideration (Attachment 5). Alternative 4-2 is a new
highway corridor from Highway 400 in the east crossing Brampton to the north and connecting to
Highway 401 east of Milton near the current Highway 401 & Highway 407 interchange. Alternative
4-3 is similar but would connect to Highway 401 further to the west, between the Niagara
Escarpment and Milton. The analysis has determined that Alternative 4-3 would provide greater
transportation benefits but could result in 10-20% more highway kilometres through the Greenbelt,
more watercourse crossings, more impacts on the natural environment, and more affected Class 1
soils, than Alternative 4-2.
MTO has also analyzed whether Alternative 4-3 as a “truck-only” facility would be more beneficial
than as a mixed-use facility. Their findings suggest that it could reduce truck volumes on Highway
401 by up to 1,000 trucks per hour, or the equivalent of one freeway lane. A truck-only facility would
not directly benefit highway traffic in the Region, but Regional residents commuting to/from the GTA
could benefit indirectly from reduced truck volumes on Highway 401. MTO has decided to carry
forward the truck-only concept for further analysis.
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The Role of Congestion and Transportation Demand Management (TDM)
The PIC materials for the Niagara-GTA Corridor discussed traffic congestion and are quoted below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Some level of congestion is inevitable and some urban congestion may actually have a
positive effect.
Studies have shown that congestion will encourage travellers to get out of their cars and
onto transit.
The draft Transportation Development Strategy is planned to allow time for this important
modal shift: we must encourage more transit for commuters and a shift to rail and marine for
goods.
On the other hand, severe and prolonged congestion on roadways or on transit can
undermine economic growth, limit mobility, reduce safety conditions, and impair our quality
of life: a balanced strategy is required.
The draft Strategy places the highest priority on optimizing the existing infrastructure and
increasing transit ridership, while planning for additional highway capacity in the longer
term.
Good transportation planning must consider a very long planning horizon (30 years and
beyond).
Forecasts show that in the long-term, even with an extraordinary investment in transit,
congestion will build to damaging levels.

MTO clearly recognizes the importance of a balance between beneficial traffic congestion that
supports economic activity, influences travel patterns and encourages use of alternative
transportation modes, and harmful traffic congestion that stifles economic growth and leads to
adverse environmental and health impacts. As noted, since shifts in transportation habits are long
term phenomena, it is crucial that the Transportation Development Strategies allow time for this
shift to occur prior to constructing new highway infrastructure. This philosophy aligns with the
Regional Transportation Master Plan (RTMP), which also seeks to influence travel behaviours
through aggressive investment in public transit and active modes while delaying the implementation
of new and expanded roadways. Early investments in inter-regional transit and improvements to
passenger rail service are consistent with the goals of the RTMP and the Region supports this
evolving direction. Regional staff will continue working with their counterparts at MTO to ensure that
future transportation planning in the Region considers these principles.
While the Active Traffic Management Study mentioned above will be an important Group 1
component of the Transportation Development Strategies, it only covers Transportation System
Management and does not cover Transportation Demand Management (TDM). MTO has identified
various TDM measures such as carpooling and employer-based trip reduction programs, and has
proposed to expand on these initiatives. Another way of reducing demand is through road pricing,
which is being studied by Metrolinx and has been used in many jurisdictions. MTO staff have
indicated that road pricing may be examined for the GTA West Corridor as an implementation issue
at a later stage. The Region should encourage MTO to incorporate the results of Metrolinx’s road
pricing study with its other TDM initiatives for both the Niagara-GTA Corridor and the GTA West
Corridor, to reduce demand and promote alternative transportation modes.
Next Steps
MTO will use the comments received to develop their Transportation Development Strategies for
these two studies. The final report for these studies and the strategies should be completed in late
Fall of 2010, and this information will be forwarded to Regional Council.
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Area Municipal Consultation/Coordination
A copy of this report has been circulated to all Area Municipalities.

CORPORATE STRATEGIC PLAN:
This work relates to Focus Area 5 (Infrastructure) in planning for infrastructure to meet current
needs and accommodate future growth.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
NIL

OTHER DEPARTMENT CONSULTATIONS/CONCURRENCE:
Transportation and Environmental Services will be consulted as the study proceeds.

ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment 1 –
Attachment 2 –
Attachment 3 –
Attachment 4 –
Attachment 5 –

Comprehensive Transit Network Elements
Niagara-GTA Corridor Geographic Areas
Niagara-GTA Corridor West Area Connection Alternatives
Niagara-GTA Corridor Draft Transportation Development Strategy
GTA West Corridor Alternatives 4-2 and 4-3

PREPARED BY: Geoffrey Keyworth, Transportation Planner
APPROVED BY: Rob Horne, Commissioner of Planning, Housing and Community Services
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ATTACHMENT 1 – COMPREHENSIVE TRANSIT NETWORK ELEMENTS

Inter-regional
Transit Links to
Toronto

Linking Urban
Growth Centres by
Transit

Urban Growth
Centres as Transit
Gateways
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ATTACHMENT 2 – NIAGARA-GTA CORRIDOR GEOGRAPHIC AREAS
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ATTACHMENT 3 – NIAGARA-GTA CORRIDOR WEST AREA CONNECTION ALTERNATIVES
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EX-210

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Christiani, Catherine
"Pearce, Andrew"
"Testani, Stephanie"; "Robinson, Bill"
RE: GTA West Corridor EA Study; York Workshop - September 7, 2010
September-13-10 1:13:38 PM

Hi Andrew,
A copy of the presentation will be mailed to your attention.
- Catherine
Catherine Christiani, B.URPl, C.EMA
Environmental Planner
Ecoplans Limited | A Member of the MMM Group
2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 280 | Mississauga, ON L5K 2P8
T: (905) 823-4988, Ext. 1373| F: (905) 823-2669 | E: cchristiani@ecoplans.com
P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

From: Pearce, Andrew [mailto:Andrew.Pearce@vaughan.ca]
Sent: September-08-10 7:02 PM
To: 'project_team@gta-west.com'
Cc: Testani, Stephanie; Robinson, Bill
Subject: Re: GTA West Corridor EA Study; York Workshop - September 7, 2010

I was unable to attend this workshop as it was at the same time as our last Council meeting.
Would you please send me a copy of any handout and presentation material.....thanks

Andrew Pearce,
Director of Development/Transportation Engineering
City of Vaughan
905.832.8525 ext. 8255
Sent via Blackberry
From: GTA West Project Team <project_team@gta-west.com>
To: 'Cheah, Loy' <Loy.Cheah@york.ca>; 'Mota, Steve' <Steve.Mota@york.ca>; Arup.mukherjee@york.ca
<Arup.mukherjee@york.ca>; Shahid.matloob@york.ca <Shahid.matloob@york.ca>;
John.waller@york.ca <John.waller@york.ca>; Heather.konefat@york.ca <Heather.konefat@york.ca>;
McQuillin, Roy; Pearce, Andrew; Birchall, Diana
Cc: Zipay, John; Robinson, Bill; Uyeyama, Grant; Jin.wang@ontario.ca <Jin.wang@ontario.ca>;
Frank.pravitz@ontario.ca <Frank.pravitz@ontario.ca>; Ahmed, Neil <NAhmed@mrc.ca>; 'Mike Bricks'
<mike@bricksplanning.com>; Tim_Sorochinsky@URSCorp.com <Tim_Sorochinsky@URSCorp.com>;
jim@meridianplan.ca <jim@meridianplan.ca>; Joachim.tsui@ontario.ca <Joachim.tsui@ontario.ca>;
joe.perrotta@ontario.ca <joe.perrotta@ontario.ca>
Sent: Tue Aug 31 10:24:50 2010
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor EA Study; York Workshop - September 7, 2010

Dear Municipal Advisory Group (MAG) Members and municipal planning representatives:
Further to our email of August 16, 2010, we are sending you a reminder of the upcoming
GTA West York Workshop scheduled for Tuesday September 7, 2010 from 1:30

EX-211

From:
To:
Bcc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

GTA West Project Team
"Mayor of Halton Hills"
"Mike Bricks"; Ahmed, Neil; "Glenn Pothier"; "Ashdown, Robin (MTO)"; "Perrotta, Joe (MTO)"; "Pravitz, Frank
(MTO)"; "Garbot, Heide (MTO)"
RE: GTA west corridor
September-17-10 11:29:43 AM
image001.jpg
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Dear Mayor Bonnette,
Thank you for your interest in the GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study.
On September 21, 2010 the Project Team will be holding its seventh Community Advisory
Group (CAG) Meeting. The CAG, which consists of interested individuals who have
volunteered their time, was formed at the beginning of the study to assist the Project Team
by providing ongoing advice and relaying community perspectives. The CAG is comprised
of members of the communities and organizations interested in or potentially affected by
the project, including residents and ratepayers with representation across the
municipalities in the GTA West Preliminary Study Area, environmental and conservation
NGO’s, business and agricultural sectors, and others.
The purpose of the regularly scheduled meeting on September 21st is to provide an update
on the project’s status and receive the CAG’s feedback on the draft Transportation
Development Strategy. The CAG meetings are open, and observers are welcome to
attend, however they are not active participants. Observers are provided with two
opportunities to comment on the meeting proceedings, both at the beginning and end of
the meeting. If you would like to attend the CAG meeting as an observer, please see the
attached meeting details.
For your information, a draft Transportation Development Strategy Report is being
developed which will document the consideration of alternatives and the identification of
the recommended Strategy. This draft report will be made available for stakeholder review
and comment in late 2010. The report will then be finalized based on input received.
Additional details about the project can be viewed on the project website at www.gtawest.com. Feel free to contact us should you have any further questions or wish to provide
additional input.
Sincerely,
The GTA West Project Team
From: Mayor of Halton Hills [mailto:mayor@haltonhills.ca]
Sent: September-15-10 2:04 PM
To: Christiani, Catherine
Subject: GTA west corridor
I understand that there is meeting on the GTA west Corridor Study on Sept. 21. Can you give me
some details.
Thank you

August 31, 2010

RE:

GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment (EA)
Community Advisory Group Meeting #7

Dear Sir/Madam:
We are writing to invite you to our seventh Community Advisory Group (CAG) Meeting for the GTA West Corridor
Environmental Assessment Study:




Date: Tuesday September 21, 2010
Location: Four Points by Sheraton Mississauga/Meadowvale, Meadowvale Room, 2501 Argentia Road,
Mississauga
Time: 7:00 p.m. to approximately 9:00 p.m. (light refreshments will be provided)

The purpose of the meeting is to provide an update on the project’s status and to present and receive your feedback on
the draft Transportation Development Strategy. These are important issues on which you will likely want to comment. As
always, we look forward to your value-adding contributions.
A detailed agenda and any available supporting material will be forwarded in advance of the meeting. Please confirm
your attendance by Friday September 17, 2010 via:





E-mail (cchristiani@ecoplans.com);
Telephone (905-823-4988, Ext. 1373);
Fax (F: 905-823-2669, Attn: Catherine Christiani); or,
Mail (Ecoplans Ltd., Attn: Catherine Christiani, 2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 280, Mississauga, ON,
L5K 2P8)

We thank you for your continued involvement in the Study and look forward to seeing you at the meeting.
Sincerely,

___________________________
Mr. Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Provincial and Environmental Planning Office
Ontario Ministry of Transportation
cc:

F. Pravitz – MTO
H. Garbot – MTO
M. Bricks – BPE Inc.

_________________________
Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin Corporation

EX-212

EX-213

November 16, 2010
Mr. Tim Dennis, P. Eng.
Director, Transportation Services
Public Works
Region of Halton
1151 Bronte Rd
Oakville, ON L6M 3L1

Dear Mr. Dennis:

RE:

GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study
Response to Letter Comments from September 7, 2010

Thank you for your September 7, 2010 letter outlining Halton staff’s preliminary comments on the GTA West
Corridor Environmental Assessment (EA) Draft Transportation Development Strategy presented at the June 2010
Public Information Centres (PICs), and for a copy of the staff memorandum to Regional Council dated August 10,
2010. Municipal input is an important component of the consultation process. This letter provides responses to
those comments.
We have noted Regional staff’s support for the study’s building block approach.
Your concerns regarding potential land use impacts from the widening of Highway 401 to 12 lanes through Milton
have been noted. The evaluation of alternatives continues to consider the land use/socio-economic impacts
associated with each of the alternatives. Regional and local planning matters are important and will continue to be
taken into account by the Project Team.
The Project Team will continue to work closely with the Niagara to GTA Project Team as the study progresses to
ensure appropriate coordination between the studies.
Over the past few months the Project Team has been reviewing all of the comments received from stakeholders and
members of the public regarding the draft Transportation Development Strategy presented at PIC #4. A draft
Transportation Development Strategy Report is being prepared to document the consideration of alternatives and
the identification of the recommended strategy. This document will be made available for stakeholder and public
review in late 2010. The commenting period on the draft report will be extended to early 2011 based on this
schedule.
Should you require further information, please feel free to contact Mr. Jin Wang, Project Coordinator with the
Ministry of Transportation, at 416-585-7246, or Mr. Neil Ahmed, the Consultant Project Manager at McCormick
Rankin Corporation, at 905-823-8500.

Again, we would like to thank you again for your input. Additional details about the EA study can be viewed on the
project website at www.gta-west.com. We look forward to the Region of Halton’s continued involvement on this
study.
Sincerely,

___________________________
Mr. Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Provincial Planning Office
Ontario Ministry of Transportation
cc.

F. Pravitz
M. Bricks
M. Zamjoc
M. Van Ravens
A. Head

- MTO
- BPE Inc.
- Halton Region
- Halton Region
- Halton Region

_________________________
Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin Corporation

EX-215

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Tricia Collingwood
"GTA West Project Team"
RE: GTA West Corridor EA Study: Halton Municipal Workshop Meeting Minutes
November-05-10 2:57:29 PM
image3f753a.JPG
image001.jpg

I don't believe it is the Niagara corridor that is showing up on Map 3. As well, staff members in
Burlington were as surprised as we were to see this arrow representing a future highway corridor
on Map 3.

Tricia Collingwood, Planner
Planning Services
Town of Oakville | 905-845-6601 ext.3833

| f: 905-338-4414 | www.oakville.ca

Vision: To be the most livable town in Canada

ü Please consider the environment before printing this email.
http://www.oakville.ca/privacy_statement.htm

From: GTA West Project Team [mailto:project_team@gta-west.com]
Sent: Friday, November 05, 2010 2:54 PM
To: Tricia Collingwood
Cc: David Wong; David Bloomer; Dana Anderson
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor EA Study: Halton Municipal Workshop Meeting Minutes

Dear Ms. Collingwood,
In addition to the previous response regarding the GTA West Corridor Study, MTO is undertaking a
similar review of ROPA 38 pertaining to the Niagara to GTA Corridor Study.
Regards,
The GTA West Project Team
From: GTA West Project Team [mailto:project_team@gta-west.com]
Sent: November-05-10 1:40 PM
To: 'Tricia Collingwood'
Cc: 'David Wong'; 'David Bloomer'; 'Dana Anderson'
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor EA Study: Halton Municipal Workshop Meeting Minutes

Dear Ms. Collingwood,
Thanks for your interest in the study.
MTO is reviewing the draft Halton Regional Official Plan Amendment 38 and the incorporation of

the GTA West Corridor in its policies and schedules. It is our understanding that the intent of the
conceptual corridors shown on Map 3 in the draft ROPA 38 is to reflect the new corridor
alternatives recommended in the draft GTA West Transportation Development Strategy which was
presented to municipalities and the public in June 2010, and subsequently at the Halton Municipal
Workshop on September 9, 2010. MTO may provide further comments on ROPA 38 to ensure that
the depiction of the GTA West Transportation Corridor is consistent with the on-going
environmental assessment study.
Additional details about the study can be viewed on the project website at www.gta-west.com.
Feel free to contact us should you have any questions or wish to provide additional input.
Sincerely,
The GTA West Project Team
From: Tricia Collingwood [mailto:TCollingwood@oakville.ca]
Sent: November-05-10 10:32 AM
To: 'GTA West Project Team'
Cc: David Wong; David Bloomer; Dana Anderson
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor EA Study: Halton Municipal Workshop Meeting Minutes

Good Morning - yesterday I was given a copy of the Proposed Draft Decision on Halton Region's
ROPA 38 - MMAH File No.: 24-OP-0027-038. It shows a transportation corridor on Map 3 that was
not presented at the GTA west corridor EA study Halton meeting on Sept 9, 2010. Is there any
more information you can provide to me regarding this option and why it has been added at this
late date?
Thank you
Tricia

Tricia Collingwood, Planner
Planning Services
Town of Oakville | 905-845-6601 ext.3833 | f: 905-338-4414 | www.oakville.ca

Vision: To be the most livable town in Canada

ü Please consider the environment before printing this email.
http://www.oakville.ca/privacy_statement.htm

From: GTA West Project Team [mailto:project_team@gta-west.com]
Sent: Friday, October 15, 2010 2:12 PM
To: 'Head, Andrew'; alana.fulford@halton.ca; Xu, Haiqing; brucem@haltonhills.ca; 'Tara Buonpensiero';
chrism@haltonhills.ca; 'Stephanie Jarvis'; Tricia Collingwood; David Wong; 'Zvaniga, Bruce'; Tolone, Vito
Cc: jin.wang@ontario.ca; frank.pravitz@ontario.ca; joe.perrotta@ontario.ca; joachim.tsui@ontario.ca;
trevor.greenman@ontario.ca; Jason.White@ontario.ca; Ahmed, Neil; karin.wall@aecom.com;

EX-216

EX-218

From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Zbogar, Henrik
"GTA West Corridor EA"
jin.wang@ontario.ca; frank.pravitz@ontario.ca; joachim.tsui@ontario.ca; "Kulathinal, Rina (MTO)"; Neil Ahmed;
jim@meridianplan.ca; "Mike Bricks"; Liz_Kim@URSCorp.com; Majeed, Malik; Duyvestyn, Chris; Waters, David;
"Saiyed, Sabbir"; Tunio, Khurram; Warren, Andrea; "AppaRao, Tom"; "Lakeman, Brian";
tina.detaramani@peelregion.ca; "Self, Kennedy"; Tschirhart, Chris; Smith, Adrian; "Kant Chawla"; "Todd
Salter"; Kuperman, David
RE: GTA West Corridor EA Study: Peel Municipal Workshop Meeting Minutes
December-16-10 4:40:44 PM

Good afternoon – I wanted to point out one item in the minutes that needs to be corrected.
Item 4.20, 2nd bullet notes that the HPBATS “shows 4 lanes in the proposed HPBATS corridor,
while the GTAW Alts 4-2 and 4-3 show six lanes in the same area.” This should be the other way
‘round. HPBATS describes the Halton-Peel Freeway as an 8-lane facility from 401/407 north to
Bovaird Dr, and 6 lanes from Bovaird to Mayfield. Alts 4-2 and 4-3, on the other hand, are showing
the GTAW corridor at 4 lanes throughout.
Thanks,
Henrik Zbogar , M.Sc.Pl, MCIP, RPP
Manager, Long Range Transportation Planning
Planning, Design & Development
City of Brampton | 2 Wellington Street W | Brampton ON L6Y 4R2
T 905.874.3553 | F 905.874.2099
henrik.zbogar@brampton.ca

From: GTA West Corridor EA [mailto:project_team@gta-west.com]
Sent: 2010/12/16 9:55 AM
To: Majeed, Malik; Duyvestyn, Chris; Waters, David; 'Saiyed, Sabbir'; Tunio, Khurram; Warren, Andrea;
'AppaRao, Tom'; 'Lakeman, Brian'; tina.detaramani@peelregion.ca; 'Self, Kennedy'; Tschirhart, Chris;
Smith, Adrian; Zbogar, Henrik; 'Kant Chawla'; 'Todd Salter'; Kuperman, David
Cc: jin.wang@ontario.ca; frank.pravitz@ontario.ca; joachim.tsui@ontario.ca; 'Kulathinal, Rina (MTO)';
Ahmed, Neil; jim@meridianplan.ca; 'Mike Bricks'; Liz_Kim@URSCorp.com; Jim, Katherine
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor EA Study: Peel Municipal Workshop Meeting Minutes
Attached please find a revised summary of the September 13, 2010 Peel Municipal Workshop for your
files. The revised summary incorporates all comments received.
Sincerely,
The GTA West Project Team
From: GTA West Project Team [mailto:project_team@gta-west.com]
Sent: October-20-10 9:03 AM
To: 'Majeed, Malik'; 'Duyvestyn, Chris'; 'Waters, David'; 'Saiyed, Sabbir'; 'khurram.tunio@brampton.ca';
'Warren, Andrea'; 'AppaRao, Tom'; 'Lakeman, Brian'; 'tina.detaramani@peelregion.ca'; 'Self, Kennedy';
'chris.tschirhart@brampton.ca'; 'Smith, Adrian'; 'Zbogar, Henrik'; 'Kant Chawla'; 'Todd Salter';
'Kuperman, David'
Cc: 'jin.wang@ontario.ca'; 'frank.pravitz@ontario.ca'; 'joachim.tsui@ontario.ca'; 'Kulathinal, Rina (MTO)';

Catherine Christiani

Cc:
Subject:

Clark A. Somerville <somerville01@bell.net>
November-23-11 3:11 PM
project_team@gta-west.com; '
; mayor@haltonhills.ca; clarks@haltonhills.ca;
bryanlewis@haltonhills.ca
'Arnott, Ted'
RE: Stage 2 study area Halton Hills

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

From:
Sent:
To:

Dear GTA West Project Team
Thanks for copying me on the email and the response.
As a Councillor for this area your response raises some concerns.
I ask why this constituent had to wait almost 6 months for a response and if anyone finds that to be an acceptable course
of doing business? The date this was sent was prior to the original closing of comments. I know comments sent after
that had been sent and acknowledged.
Why would the email not even have a person sign it on behalf of the GTA west team? Instead it is unsigned. Nor is there
any other contact method suggested. Not a very welcoming and warm way to do business with our citizens that are trying
to be engaged and involved.
Is this deferral going to really mean you look at all the options and those presented in the report by the Town of Halton
Hills and the Region of Halton? By reading your answer and the way it was worded it does not sound like you are going
to really consider anything other then what you have already done.
When is the stakeholder consultation going to be done? I have not heard or seen any notification of any meetings or
workshops here in Halton Hills, the most impacted part of the whole corridor. It is now late November and it is also almost
3 months since the additional work was suggested. Spring is almost 4 months away and by your email that is when you
are to be completed.
I have copied our MPP so he is apprised of how the GTA West Project team is working to engage residents.
I look forward to a speedy response.

Regional Councillor Clark A Somerville
519 853 9930
Check out my interactive Blog!
http://clarksomerville.blogspot.com
Read it and comment! Whats on your mind?
Also on FaceBook under Clark Somerville

 Consider the environment. Please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to.
From: project_team@gta-west.com [mailto:project_team@gta-west.com]
Sent: November 23, 2011 11:02 AM
To: '
'; mayor@haltonhills.ca; clarks@haltonhills.ca; bryanlewis@haltonhills.ca
Subject: RE: Stage 2 study area Halton Hills
Dear
Thanks for your interest in the study and for submitting your comments. We apologize for the delayed response.
In response to input received on the draft GTA West Transportation Development Strategy, the Ministry has decided to
carry out additional analysis and consultation to further examine the recommendations in the Halton area. The work will
focus on further examining the benefits and impacts of both a potential new transportation corridor through Halton Hills
and potential improvements to the Highway 401 corridor. In particular, this work will include further assessment of the
1

ability of Highway 401 to adequately meet future transportation network needs resulting from the rapidly growing
population and commercial growth forecast for the area into the long term. The additional work will provide more details
on potential impacts to natural features, agricultural operations, local communities and area businesses.
The additional work will be carried out over the Fall and Winter and is expected to be completed by Spring 2012. The
Ministry will consult with all stakeholders on the results of the additional work before any decision on next steps is taken.
You had raised a number of relevant questions and concerns in your submission. The following are the Project Team`s
responses to your concerns that may assist in understanding the scope and process of the study, as well as some of the
transportation improvements that have been recommended in the draft Transportation Development Strategy.
The Province`s Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2006) is projecting the need to accommodate
approximately 2,930,000 more people and 1,250,000 more jobs that will be coming to the Greater Golden Horseshoe by
2031. This has significant implications for transportation to, through and within the GTA West Corridor Study Area.
To address the study area transportation problems, the GTA West Project Team has adopted a building block approach
toward the development of a transportation development strategy. This approach first considers optimization of the
existing transportation network and investments in transit and/or rail, prior to considering expansion to existing highways
or introducing new road infrastructure.
Together, the Metrolinx Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), GO Transit 2020 Strategic Plan and the draft Strategy
present a wide range of solutions to address future transportation needs, such as rapid transit, High Occupancy Vehicle
(HOV) lanes, bus bypass lanes, improving access to inter-modal facilities, traffic demand management strategies,
expanded use of ramp metering and the widening of existing highways. This includes expansion of GO Transit in Milton,
Georgetown, Guelph and Bolton as well as new Bus Rapid Transit corridors. The GTA West Project Team agrees with
the principle that every effort should be made to optimize the existing network and to invest in transit initiatives before a
new transportation corridor is built.
Based on this approach, the study found that a 4% reduction in auto demand along with a 10% reduction in longer
distance truck demand could be achieved with full use of techniques to optimize our existing transportation network.
Moreover, with the implementation of the Metrolinx RTP and municipal transit initiatives, 25% of the total AM peak period
travel demand in the GTA-Hamilton area would be taken up by transit by 2031. In the GTA West Corridor Study area,
transit would take up 14% of the total demand, representing 91,000 trips during the morning rush hours.
In addition to implementation of the various optimization techniques and improved transit, the study has also found that
there would still be deficiencies in the network. Road widening and new corridor alternatives would still be required to
address the remaining 2031 future capacity needs to support future people and goods movement, the economy and
projected growth. Therefore, over the long-term, the draft Strategy also proposes a new transportation corridor that
consists of a future transit way and highway.
It should be noted that the footprint (or, right-of-way) for the proposed corridor is estimated to be 170 m, while the study
area shown is approximately 3-5km wide. The Preliminary Route Planning Study Area is intended to be large enough to
accommodate several route alternatives for new highway / transitway routes, including interchanges to connecting
freeways and major arterials, sideroad connections or realignments, transit stops or rail connections, as well as other
related facilities such as stormwater management ponds, areas for environmental mitigation, transit station parking, etc. It
is recognized that this study area is preliminary and will be refined during Stage 2 of the EA (Route Planning and
Preliminary Design).
With regards to your concerns about property impacts, a frequently asked questions (FAQs) document is available on the
project website (http://www.gta-west.com/pdf/QsAsHHMeetingWebVersion.pdf) which further addresses property issues.
More detailed discussions regarding property impacts will occur during Stage 2 of the Environmental Assessment (EA).
The GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment (EA) is being undertaken in a two-stage process. We are currently
carrying out Stage 1 of the EA study to identify transportation needs and recommend transportation system solutions to
address those needs. Stage 1 of the study examines options for all modes of transportation to meet future demand for
2031 and beyond. The GTA West Project Team is currently nearing the end of Stage 1 of the EA. Stage 1 will conclude
with the release of the final Transportation Development Strategy, which is expected in Spring 2012. Once Stage 1 is
complete the government will make the decision to initiate Stage 2 of the EA (Route Planning and Preliminary Design).
During Stage 2 of the EA study, the preferred alignment, right-of-way requirements and individual property requirements
will be determined. Extensive consultation with all stakeholders and the public will occur during Stage 2 to assist in the
2

selection of a preferred route. This will include Public Information Centres, a Project Website and numerous other
activities to obtain input on route and interchange location alternatives as well as the evaluation process.
We have you on our contact list to ensure you are notified of future events. Additional details about the project can be
viewed on the project website at www.gta-west.com.
Sincerely,
The GTA West Project Team
From:
Sent: June-05-11 8:39 AM
To: project_team@gta-west.com; mayor@haltonhills.ca; clarks@haltonhills.ca; bryanlewis@haltonhills.ca
Subject: Stage 2 study area Halton Hills
Mr. Neil Ahmed,
Hello,
I am writing in response to the letter I received from my town council in Halton Hills. Needless to say, I was disappointed
to read it. From what I'm seeing, the property owners in the areas that are directly involved in this major highway have
to wait for 5-7 years to find out if we should leave (if we can find a buyer) or stay, and either be expropriated, or have
our property severely devalued. Not much of a choice.
Can someone also explain why you are designating such a wide area for the north-south freeway corridor. From the
eighth line in the west, to Winston Churchill in the east, is three full concessions. That's an extremely wide area. That
alone is disturbing a lot of people unneccessarily. (including myself and my family)
Having lived here for more than 29 years and have enjoyed the tranquillity that rural living can give, it's very unfortunate
to now be put in this undesirable position of having a major highway cutting through our property or right next door.
With a 5-7 year time frame hanging over our heads, do we bother to renovate or maintain our properties, or is it a waste
of time? Not knowing what to do or expect for a considerable length of time is unjust and unfair.
Hopefully yourself or someone else can give us some answers on what we can expect.
Thank You
Sincerely
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Catherine Christiani
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Bills, David (MTO) <David.Bills@ontario.ca> on behalf of Perrotta, Joe (MTO)
<Joe.Perrotta@ontario.ca>
December-12-11 11:04 AM
somerville01@bell.net
mayor@haltonhills.ca; bryanlewis@haltonhills.ca; ted.arnott@pc.ola.org
GTA West Study Update
GTA-West Study Update Newsletter.pdf

Dear Councillor Somerville:
I sincerely apologize for what must have seemed to be a long delay in responding to Halton Hills residents’ comments on the draft
GTA West Corridor Transportation Development Strategy that was released in March this year.

As I hope you may understand, MTO received a large volume of responses to the draft Strategy through the spring and
summer. MTO wished to confirm its direction and next steps with the Transportation Minister following the election period. We
have recently done so, and can confirm that the following actions are being taken to address the concerns expressed by Halton
residents.

We are conducting further analysis to study further widening to Highway 401 as an alternative to a new east-west corridor through
Halton.

The draft Strategy found that even if a new east-west corridor through Halton were to be selected as the preferred alternative, there
would be need for a widening of Highway 401 through Milton from its existing 6 lanes to 10 lanes by the year 2031, in addition to the
new corridor.

Without the east-west corridor alternative, a much wider 401 in an express/collector design similar to that through the Toronto area,
would be required. Such a design would have property impacts such that existing homes, businesses and commercial uses through the
Milton area would be affected. This, along with the effects of a major freeway-to-freeway interchange with Highways 401 and 407
that would also require extensive land area, will be examined as part of the analysis.

Further, we will examine, in greater detail, the impacts of a new corridor on agriculture, the natural environment and the rural
character of Halton Hills. Our further study will take into account the comments we received in response to the draft Strategy
regarding the impacts of the recommended east-west corridor through Halton.

We will also take steps to enhance our notification and consultation methods by directly notifying the residents and property owners
within the study area. We are in the process of sending a Study Update Bulletin to approximately 3,000 property owners in the Halton
Hills and Milton areas, to inform them of MTO’s next steps, what will be studied, and how input can be provided. We have requested
the Town’s assistance with the mailing list to make sure no residents are missed. A copy of the bulletin is attached.

We are also planning to meet with concerned citizens and stakeholders in Halton to engage them and seek their input on the process
and evaluation methods that will be used in the additional analysis including residents groups and associations, Halton’s advisory
committees, Conservation Halton and the NEC, other groups, as well as staff of Halton Region and Towns of Halton Hills and Milton.
In addition, we plan to hold drop-in style public open houses in Halton Hills and Milton to present the findings of the additional
analysis.

1

I want to reassure you that the results of the analysis will be made available to the public for review and input before any decision is
made on next steps.

Thank you for writing to us and I apologize again for the delay in replying.
Yours truly,
Joe Perrotta, B.A.A, MCIP, R.P.P.
Manager
Provincial Planning Office
777 Bay Street, ste 3000
Toronto, Ontario
t. 416 585-7255
m. 416 802-5102
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Catherine Christiani
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Wang, Jin (MTO) <Jin.Wang@ontario.ca>
December-13-11 2:52 PM
gordo@wellington.ca
Catherine Christiani; Neil Ahmed; Pravitz, Frank (MTO); Ashdown, Robin (MTO); Katherine
Jim
RE: GTA West Additional Work

Gord:
MTO has committed to carrying out additional analysis in the Halton area, and the scope of the additional work is
intended and designed to focus on the new corridor through Halton (Alt 4‐3) and further widening of 401 through
Halton (Alt 4‐2). However, discussions/comments about the other corridor alternatives to Guelph (e.g. Alt 4‐4) may
arise during the consultation.
Thanks.
Jin
Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Provincial Planning Office
Ministry of Transportation, Ontario
Tel: 416-585-7246
Fax: 416-585-7324

From: Gord Ough [mailto:gordo@wellington.ca]
Sent: December-12-11 10:19 AM
To: GTA West Project Team
Subject: GTA West Additional Work

Jin and Neil
Is there potential for the additional work to lead us back to a more northern route that would feed into the area where
the new Hwy 7 between Kitchener and Guelph meets Hwy 6 at the top of the Hanlon Expressway in Guelph?
Gord

This email message and any files transmitted with it are proprietary and confidential information of the sender, and are intended only for the person(s)
to whom this email message is addressed. If you have received this email message in error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone or email
and destroy the original message without making a copy.
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project_team@gta-west.com
Mayor of Halton Hills <mayor@haltonhills.ca>
December-21-11 4:15 PM
project_team@gta-west.com;
kwynne@mpp.co.liberal.olo.org
RE: super hwys thru Halton 4-3 & 4-2

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Dear Project Team,
In all due respect the Minister of Transportation is NOT Kathleen Wynne but Minister Chiarelli. You may want to change
your records.
Regards,
Mayor Rick Bonnette

From: project_team@gta-west.com [mailto:project_team@gta-west.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 21, 2011 3:18 PM
To:
Cc: kwynne@mpp.co.liberal.olo.org; Mayor of Halton Hills
Subject: RE: super hwys thru Halton 4-3 & 4-2

Dear

:

Thank you for your interest in the study. We sincerely apologize for the delay in responding to your comments on the
draft GTA West Corridor Transportation Development Strategy.
In response to input received on the draft GTA West Transportation Development Strategy, the Ministry has decided to
carry out additional analysis and consultation to further examine the recommendations in the Halton area. The work will
focus on further examining the benefits and impacts of both a potential new transportation corridor through Halton Hills and
potential improvements to the Highway 401 corridor. In particular, this work will include further assessment of the ability of
Highway 401 to adequately meet future transportation network needs resulting from the rapidly growing population and
commercial growth forecast for the area into the long term. The additional work will provide more details on potential impacts to
natural features, agricultural operations, local communities and area businesses.

We have also taken steps to enhance our notification and consultation methods. We have recently sent a Study Update
Bulletin to residents and the property owners within the study area in Halton Hills and Milton, to inform them of MTO’s
next steps, what will be studied, and how input can be provided. A copy of the bulletin is attached.
The GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment (EA) is being undertaken in a two‐stage process. We are currently
carrying out Stage 1 of the EA study to identify transportation needs and recommend transportation system solutions to
address those needs. Stage 1 of the study examines options for all modes of transportation to meet future demand for
2031 and beyond. The GTA West Project Team is currently nearing the end of Stage 1 of the EA. Stage 1 will conclude
with the release of the final Transportation Development Strategy, which is expected in Spring 2012. Once Stage 1 is
complete the government will make the decision to initiate Stage 2 of the EA (Route Planning and Preliminary Design).
During Stage 2 of the EA study, the preferred alignment, right‐of‐way requirements and individual property
requirements will be determined. Extensive consultation with all stakeholders and the public will occur during Stage 2 to
assist in the selection of a preferred route. This will include Public Information Centres, a Project Website and numerous
other activities to obtain input on route and interchange location alternatives as well as the evaluation process.
We have you on our contact list to ensure you are notified of future events. Additional details about the project can be
viewed on the project website at www.gta‐west.com.
1

Sincerely,
The GTA West Project Team
From:
Sent: June-16-11 3:11 PM
To: project_team@gta-west.com
Cc: kwynne@mpp.co.liberal.olo.org; mayor@haltonhills.ca
Subject: super hwys thru Halton 4-3 & 4-2

Please listen to our Mayor ‘s objections on subject proposals and respect the residents and constituents of Halton
Hills. We do not want this in our precious rural community !!
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project_team@gta-west.com
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

project_team@gta-west.com <project_team@gta-west.com>
January-03-12 2:11 PM
'He, Shu'
RE: GTA West Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment (EA) Study

Dear Shu He,
Thanks for your interest in the study. We have added you to our contact list to ensure you are notified of future events.
Additional details about the project can be viewed on the project website at www.gta‐west.com. Feel free to contact us
should you have any questions or wish to provide additional input.
Sincerely,
The GTA West Project Team
From: He, Shu [mailto:Shu.He@york.ca]
Sent: January-02-12 2:20 PM
To: project_team@gta-west.com
Cc:
Subject: GTA West Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment (EA) Study

Hi Neil,
Could you add me to your project notification list please as I have a Class EA project in the West Vaughan area.
Regards,

Shu He, P.Eng.,PMP
Senior Project Manager
Environmental Services Department
The Regional Municipality of York
17250 Yonge Street
Newmarket, Ontario L3Y 6Z1
(905) 830-4444 x 5124
1-877-464-9675 x 5124
Fax: (905) 830-6927
Email: shu.he@york.ca
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Catherine Christiani
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Neil Ahmed
February-16-12 3:12 PM
Wang, Jin (MTO) (Jin.Wang@ontario.ca)
Catherine Christiani; Frank Pravitz (frank.pravitz@ontario.ca)
FW: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study - HP BATS Update Meeting

Please note comment from City of Mississauga.
_________________________
Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
Partner, Transportation Planning
McCormick Rankin | A member of MMM Group
2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 300
Mississauga, ON Canada L5K 2P8
t: 905.823.8500 x1241 | f: 905.823.8503 | c: 905.339.7454
nahmed@mrc.ca | www.mrc.ca
This communication is intended for the sole use of the person(s) to whom it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged, confidential or subject to copyright.
Any unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please contact the sender
immediately. Any communication received in error should be deleted and all copies destroyed.
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail and/or its attachments.

From: Norbert Orzel [mailto:Norbert.Orzel@mississauga.ca]
Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2012 2:45 PM
To: Neil Ahmed
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study - HP BATS Update Meeting
Hello Neil:
Thank you for providing an update on the process you will be undertaking for the detailed review of the various network alternative
for the GTA West Corridor. I understand that you are still in the early stages of the transportation analysis but I wanted to highlight
that Mississauga staff would like to see a summary/information that would depict the transportation impact on roads located in
North West Mississauga. As you know all council members from Mississauga sit on Regional Council, it will be crucial for them to
understand what impact the various network alternatives will have on Mississauga to get there buy in on this project.
If you have any questions/ concerns please feel free to contact me. Thanks,
Norbert Orzel, C.E.T.
Transportation Modelling Specialist
City of Mississauga
201 City Centre Drive, Suite 800
Mississauga, Ontario
L5B 2T4
Tel: (905) 615-3200 x3636
Fax: (905) 615-3173
E-mail: norbert.orzel@mississauga.ca
The link ed image cannot be display ed. The file may hav e been mov ed,
renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and
location.
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The link ed image cannot be display ed. The file may hav e been mov ed,
renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and
location.

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.
-----Original Appointment----From: Bob Sasaki On Behalf Of Catherine Christiani
Sent: February 13, 2012 10:55 AM
To: Catherine Christiani; Norbert Orzel; Wang, Jin (MTO); frank.pravitz@ontario.ca; Neil Ahmed; Chan, Eric
(Eric.Chan@peelregion.ca); Detaramani, Tina (Tina.Detaramani@peelregion.ca); Wayne.Chan@peelregion.ca; 'Zbogar,
Henrik' (Henrik.Zbogar@brampton.ca); marta.roias@brampton.ca; 'Kant Chawla' (Kant.Chawla@caledon.ca); 'Waters,
David'; Bob Sasaki; Calavitta, Hillary (Hillary.Calavitta@peelregion.ca); 'Duyvestyn, Chris'
(Chris.Duyvestyn@brampton.ca); Katherine Jim
Subject: FW: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study - HP BATS Update Meeting
When: February 15, 2012 1:30 PM-3:30 PM (GMT-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: MRC Mississauga, 3rd Floor Boardroom, 2655 North Sheridan Way - Suite 300, Mississauga ON

‐‐‐‐‐Original Appointment‐‐‐‐‐
From: Catherine Christiani [mailto:CChristiani@ecoplans.com]
Sent: 2012/02/02 2:07 PM
To: Wang, Jin (MTO); frank.pravitz@ontario.ca; Neil Ahmed; Chan, Eric (Eric.Chan@peelregion.ca); Detaramani, Tina
(Tina.Detaramani@peelregion.ca); Wayne.Chan@peelregion.ca; ‘Zbogar, Henrik’ (Henrik.Zbogar@brampton.ca);
marta.roias@brampton.ca; ‘Kant Chawla’ (Kant.Chawla@caledon.ca); ‘Waters, David’; Bob Sasaki; Calavitta, Hillary
(Hillary.Calavitta@peelregion.ca); ‘Duyvestyn, Chris’ (Chris.Duyvestyn@brampton.ca); Katherine Jim; Catherine Christiani
Subject: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study ‐ HP BATS Update Meeting
When: 2012/02/15 1:30 PM‐3:30 PM (GMT‐05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: MRC Mississauga, 3rd Floor Boardroom, 2655 North Sheridan Way ‐ Suite 300, Mississauga ON
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Catherine Christiani
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Catherine Christiani
March-05-12 5:03 PM
marta.roias@brampton.ca
Wang, Jin (MTO); frank.pravitz@ontario.ca; Robin Ashdown (robin.ashdown@ontario.ca);
Neil Ahmed (NAhmed@mrc.ca); Katherine Jim; 'Zbogar, Henrik'
(Henrik.Zbogar@brampton.ca); 'Duyvestyn, Chris' (Chris.Duyvestyn@brampton.ca); 'Waters,
David'; Detaramani, Tina (Tina.Detaramani@peelregion.ca); Chan, Wayne;
'jill.hogan@peelregion.ca'; 'tim_sorochinsky@urscorp.com' (tim_sorochinsky@urscorp.com)
RE: GTA WEST CORRIDOR - DOCUMENT/INFORMATION REQUEST
GTAW Constructability and Cost Draft Report_Short Version_rev_Mar 2 2012.pdf

Hi Marta,
See enclosed for a copy of the report.
It has also been uploaded to the ‘Maps and Reports’ page of the project website.
If you need anything further, please let me know.
Catherine Christiani, on behalf of the GTA West Project Team

_________________________
Catherine Christiani, MCIP, RPP
Environmental Planner
Ecoplans | A member of MMM Group
t: 905.823.4988 x1373 | f: 905.823.2669

From: Roias, Marta [mailto:Marta.Roias@brampton.ca]
Sent: February 28, 2012 9:55 AM
To: Wang, Jin (MTO)
Cc: Perrotta, Joe (MTO); Zbogar, Henrik; Duyvestyn, Chris; Waters, David; 'Detaramani, Tina'; Chan, Wayne; Hogan, Jill
Subject: GTA WEST CORRIDOR - DOCUMENT/INFORMATION REQUEST

Greetings Jin,
This follows up to the City of Brampton staff request (most recently February 15‐ post meeting ) for the GTA West
Constructability and Cost Summary Technical Memorandum ( February 2011) and the Draft Safety Standards Manual for
New Rural Freeways cited on pages 151 and 228 of the draft Transportation Development Strategy . This appears as
comment 15 in the City of Brampton comments of May 27, 2011 ‐ Appendix B of the Status Report MTO GTA‐West
Corridor EA‐ Response to Draft Transportation Development Strategy ( http://www.brampton.ca/en/City‐
Hall/meetings‐agendas/PDD%20Committee%202010/20110613pdd_G4.pdf) at Planning Design Development
Committee June 13, 2011 and endorsed by Council as part of Brampton’s official response to MTO.
Can I ask your assistance in providing me with a direct link on the GTA West Corridor EA project site or arrange to have
these documents made available.
Looking forward to your timely assistance .
Marta
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Marta Roias MCIP, RPP
Transportation Project Manager, NW Brampton
Long Range Transportation Planning
Planning, Design and Development
City of Brampton
2 Wellington Street West Brampton ON L6Y 4R2
Phone: 905‐874‐2088 Fax: 905‐874‐2099
Please review the City of Brampton e-mail disclaimer statement at:
www.brampton.ca/en/Info-Centre/Pages/Privacy-Statement.aspx
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Catherine Christiani
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Wang, Jin (MTO) <Jin.Wang@ontario.ca>
March-02-12 2:07 PM
DiCarlo, Erin
Kielt, Kathy; Neil Ahmed; Catherine Christiani
RE: Regional Municipality of Halton: Resolution re: Greater Toronto Area West Corridor Environmental Assessment Project

Thank you for forwarding the resolution.
Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Provincial Planning Office
Ministry of Transportation, Ontario
Tel: 416-585-7246
Fax: 416-585-7324

From: DiCarlo, Erin [mailto:Erin.DiCarlo@halton.ca]
Sent: March 2, 2012 1:37 PM
To: Wang, Jin (MTO)
Cc: Kielt, Kathy
Subject: Regional Municipality of Halton: Resolution re: Greater Toronto Area West Corridor - Environmental Assessment
Project

Please find attached, the Region of Halton's Resolution on the above-noted matter.
<<Motion -MTO.pdf>>
If you have any questions concerning this email, please contact me directly.
Thank you
Erin DiCarlo
Committee Assistant
Regional Municipality of Halton
Legislative and Planning Services
Office of The Regional Clerk
905 825-6000 ext 7928
erin.dicarlo@halton.ca
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March 2, 2012
Mr. Jin Wang, Project Co-ordinator, GTA West Study Team
Ministry of Transportation
Provincial and Environmental Planning Office
Garden City Tower
301 St. Paul Street, 2nd Floor
St. Catharines ON L2R 7R4

Legislative and Planning Services
Office of the Regional Clerk
1151 Bronte Road
Oakville ON L6M 3L1
Fax: 905-825-8838

Dear Mr. Wang:
RE:

Greater Toronto Area West Corridor – Environmental Assessment Project

This will confirm that the Council of the Regional Municipality of Halton, at its meeting held
Wednesday, February 29, 2011, adopted the following resolution:
THAT the Regional Chair advise the Minister of Transportation and that the Regional Clerk
advise the GTA West Study Team that the Region generally supports the proposed Scope of
Additional Work subject to the following:
(a)

That the additional analysis is consistent with the Terms of Reference for the
Environmental Study and does not look to address transportation issues beyond 2031;

(b)

That in the event that it is deemed appropriate to look at transportation needs beyond
2031, all of the options considered in the Draft Transportation Strategy be reviewed,
including the northerly alignment referred to as Alternative 4-4;

(c)

That in the event transportation needs require additional lanes of traffic through south
Halton Hills, additional analysis be considered for options using existing Provincial
Highways to reduce the significant impact on agricultural lands;

(d)

That it is acknowledged that the Region of Halton, through the HPBATS process, has
clearly articulated that they will not be financially responsible for a north–south link
from northwest Brampton to southeast Halton Hills as identified as one of the
alternates to be analyzed in the additional work plan.

If you have any questions please contact Mr. Mitch Zamojc, Commissioner of Public Works.
Sincerely,

Kathy Kielt
Acting Deputy Clerk and Supervisor of
Council & Committee Services
c.

Mitch Zamojc, Commissioner of Public Works

TOWN OF

HALTON HILLS
Working Together Working for You!
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Honourable Bob Chiarelli
Minister of Transportation
Ministry of Transportation
Queen’s Park/Minister’s Office
77 Wellesley Street West
Ferguson Block, 3rd Floor
Toronto, ON M7A 1Z8

M1SsIss
u
4
c

OFF

Dear Minister,
Re: Council Resolution regarding Report No. INF-2012-0007 dated February 8,
2012 regarding GTA West Corridor Planning and EA Study Stage I Scope of
Additional Work in the Halton Area.
—

Please be advised that Council for the Town of Halton Hills at its meeting of Tuesday,
February 21, 2012, adopted the following Recommendation:
Recommendation No. GC-2012-0024 (Resolution No. 2012-0056)
THAT Report No. INF-2012-0007, dated February 8, 2012, regarding GTA West
Corridor Planning and EA Study Stage 1, Scope of Additional Work in the Halton
Area, be received;
—

AND FURTHER THAT the Ministry of Transportation and GTA West Study Team be
advised that the Town generally supports the proposed Scope of Additional Work
subject to the following comments:
>

That the additional analysis is consistent with the Terms of Reference for the
Environmental Study and does not look to address transportation issues
beyond 2031;
That in the event that it is deemed appropriate to look at transportation needs
beyond 2031 that all of the options considered in the Draft Transportation
Strategy be reviewed, including the northerly alignment referred to as
Alternative 4-4;

1 Halton Hills Drive, Halton Hills, Ontario L7G 5G2
Tel: 905-873-2601

Toll Free: 1-877-712-2205

Fax: 905-873-2347

Web: www.haltonhills.ca

February 28, 2012
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>
>

That in the event transportation needs require additional lanes of traffic through
south Halton Hills, additional analysis be considered for options using existing
road allowances to reduce the significant impact on agricultural lands;
That it is acknowledged that the Region of Halton, through the HPBATS
process, has clearly articulated that they will not be financially responsible for
north—south link from northwest Brampton to southeast Halton Hills as identified
as one of the alternates to be analyzed in the additional work plan.

AND FURTHER THAT staff, along with Hatch Mott MacDonald, be authorized to
delegate to Planning and Public Works Committee at the Region of Halton on February
22, 2012, to provide a summary of this report and the work completed to date on the
opportunities for the widening of Highway 401, west of James Snow Parkway;
AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this report be forwarded to The Honourable Bob
Chiarelli, Minister of Transportation; Ted Arnott, MPP; Region of Halton; Town of Milton;
City of Brampton; Town of Caledon; Region of Peel; MTO staff and consultants working
on this project.
As per the recommendation above, a copy of the report is attached. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact Chris G. Mills, Director of Infrastructure
Services & Town Engineer at (905) 873-2601 ext. 2301.
Yours truly,
‘F

Ashl’y Mancusc
Council and Committee Services Coordinator
c. Ted Arnott, MPP Wellington-Halton Hills
Region of Halton
Town of Milton
City of Brampton
Town of Caledon
Region of Peel
Jin Wang, Project Coordinator, Provincial Planning Office, Ontario Ministry of
Transportation
Neil Ahmed, Consultant Project Manager, McCormick Rankin Corporation
Chris C. Mills, Director of Infrastructure Services & Town Engineer

TOWN OF

HALTON
HILLS
Working Together Working for You!
REPORT
REPORT TO:

Mayor Rick Bonnette & Members of Council

REPORT FROM:

Chris G. Mills, Director of Infrastructure Services & Town
Engineer

DATE:

February 8, 2012

REPORT NO.:

INF-2012-0007

RE:

GTA West Corridor Planning and EA Study Stage 1
Scope of Additional Work in the Halton Area
—

RECOMMENDATION:
THAT Report No. INF-2012-0007, dated February 8, 2012, regarding GTA West
Corridor Planning and EA Study
Stage 1, Scope of Additional Work in the Halton
Area, be received;
—

AND FURTHER THAT the Ministry of Transportation and GTA West Study Team be
advised that the Town generally supports the proposed Scope of Additional Work
subject to the following comments:
That the additional analysis is consistent with the Terms of Reference for
the Environmental Study and does not look to address transportation
issues beyond 2031;
That in the event that it is deemed appropriate to look at transportation
needs beyond 2031 that all of the options considered in the Draft
Transportation Strategy be reviewed, including the northerly alignment
referred to as Alternative 4-4;
That in the event transportation needs require additional lanes of traffic
through south Halton Hills, additional analysis be considered for options
using existing road allowances to reduce the significant impact on
agricultural lands;
That it is acknowledged that the Region of Halton, through the HPBATS
process, has clearly articulated that they will not be financially responsible
for north—south link from northwest Brampton to southeast Halton Hills as
identified as one of the alternates to be analyzed in the additional work
plan.
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AND FURTHER THAT staff, along with Hatch Mott MacDonald, be authorized to
delegate to Planning and Public Works Committee at the Region of Halton on February
22, 2012, to provide a summary of this report and the work completed to date on the
opportunities for the widening of Highway 401, west of James Snow Parkway;
AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this report be forwarded to The Honourable Bob
Chiarelli, Minister of Transportation; Ted Arnott, MPP; Region of Halton; Town of Milton;
City of Brampton; Town of Caledon; Region of Peel; MTO staff and consultants working
on this project.

BACKGROUND:
In March 2011, the Ministry of Transportation released the Draft Transportation
Development Strategy Report.
With the release of the Draft Transportation Development Strategy, the Province moved
away from their original intent of forwarding both Alternatives 4-2 and 4-3 to Phase 2 of
the Environmental Assessment Process.
The recommended strategy includes
elements of both Alternatives 4-2 and 4-3 consisting of an east-west route south of 10
Side Road and a north-south link to Highway 401/407.
To respond to the Draft Transportation Development Strategy, the Town engaged a
consulting team to review the document and provide comments. The results of this
review were provided in Report No. INF-201 1-0035.
One of the significant results from the work completed by the Town’s consultants was
that the additional capacity required could be provided through a widened Highway 401
rather than creating a new corridor. During the process, the MTO stated that there was
insufficient right-of-way to widen Highway 401 through the Milton area. As our
consultants disagreed with this conclusion, we recommended the widened Highway 401
corridor as our preferred strategy:
THAT Report No. INF-2011-0035, dated June 23, 2011, regarding the
GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Transportation
Development Strategy Report, be received;
AND FURTHER THAT the Town of Halton Hills requests that the Ministry
of Transportation (MTO) amend the Draft GTA West Corridor
Environmental Assessment Transportation Development Strategy Report
prior to finalizing Stage I of the Environmental Assessment process to
recommend only Alternative 4-2, which includes a new corridor from
Highway 400 to the Highway 401/407 Interchange in Halton Hills and the
required widening of Highway 401 from the Highway 401/407 Interchange
to the Tremaine/Highway 401 Interchange in Milton using urban
expressway criteria, to satisfy the transportation needs to 2031;

—
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AND FURTHER THAT the MTO be advised that the Town of Halton Hills
does not support the new east-west corridor through the agricultural and
rural areas of Halton Hills from the north-south component to Tremaine
Road (formerly Alternative 4-3) due to significant impacts on the Town’s
agriculture and rural fabric and inconsistency with the Province’s, Region’s
and Council’s vision of Halton Hills under the Growth Plan for the Greater
Golden Horseshoe;
AND FURTHER THAT the Town of Halton Hills continues to support the
transportation improvements outlined in the Halton-Peel Boundary Area
Transportation Study (HPBATS) (consistent with Alternative 4-2), as the
strategy to accommodate the GTA West transportation demands to 2031
through Halton Hills;
AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this report be forwarded to The
Honourable Kathleen Wynne, Minister of Transportation; Ted Arnott,
MPP; Region of Halton; Town of Milton; City of Brampton; Town of
Caledon; Region of Peel; MTO staff and consultants working on this
project.
The Ministry received a number of comments and prior to the summer 2011 deferred
the adoption of the transportation strategy. The Town engaged Hatch Mott MacDonald
to conduct additional analysis, focusing first on the viability of widening of Highway 401
through Milton.
The initial work concluded with a positive result, re-confirmed the ability to widen the
corridor with limited property impacts and no impacts to existing buildings.
In December of 2011, MTO announced that they would be conducting additional
analysis on three corridors in Halton:
The recommended strategy in the MTO Draft Transportation Strategy with
Alternative 4-3 and a North—South freeway connection to Highway 401/407;
> Alternative 4-2 with the proposed corridor ending at Highway 401/407 and
widening Highway 401 through Halton Region to greater than 10 lanes;
The original Alternative 4-3 with a Regional expressway connection to
Highway 401/407.
The additional work would be complemented with an enhanced public consultation
program. A copy of the newsletter prepared by MTO is included in Attachment ‘1’, and
illustrates the proposed alternatives to be evaluated.
Through the Mayor’s Office, a meeting with Minister Chiarelli was arranged for
December. At that meeting, we were left with the message that our issues were
seriously being considered.

—
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The initial analysis conducted on Highway 401 west of James Snow Parkway, by Hatch
Mott MacDonald resulted in a maximum widening to 12 lanes. The traffic work
presented in the GTA West Draft Transportation Strategy confirmed that a 12-lane
Highway 401 would be sufficient to accommodate the projected traffic to 2031.

COMMENTS:
Town staff met with MTO on January 9, 2012 to discuss the proposed work plan for the
additional work in the Halton area. This work plan was presented to Council on January
23, 2012. The key areas that will be addressed by MTO in the work plan are:
Transportation
> Agriculture
Land Use/Social Environment
Natural Environment
Cultural Environment
Cost and Constructability
Economic Environment
During the presentation by MTO, it was also stated that they would be looking at the
transportation network performance beyond 2031 to determine the ability of each option
to manage the traffic demands.
In general, staff is satisfied with the methodology presented by MTO to undertake the
additional analysis, subject to the following concerns:
> That the additional analysis is consistent with the Terms of Reference for the
Environmental Study and does not look to address transportation issues beyond
2031;
> That in the event that it is deemed appropriate to look at transportation needs
beyond 2031 that all of the options considered in the Draft Transportation
Strategy be reviewed, including the northerly alignment referred to as Alternative
4-4;
> That in the event transportation needs require additional lanes of traffic through
south Halton Hills, additional analysis be considered for options using existing
road allowances to reduce the significant impact on agricultural lands;
That it is acknowledged that the Region of Halton, through the HPBATS process
has clearly articulated that they will not be financially responsible for north—south
link as identified as one of the alternates to be analyzed in the additional work
plan.
It is also important to note that the Minister’s Decision on ROPA 38 will require the
Region and the Town to amend their Official Plans (i.e. transportation schedule) to
show the boundaries of the GTA West preliminary route planning study area.
Depending on the final conclusions of the GTA West Transportation Development
Strategy, the Alternative 4-3 highway alignment may be reflected in the preliminary
route planning study area.
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Highway 401 Widening Evaluation
As previously noted, Hatch Mott MacDonald was retained by the Town to look at the
feasibility of widening Highway 401 west of James Snow Parkway to a 12-lane
core/collector cross-section to satisfy the transportation needs of GTA West. This
information has been provided to MTO for their use and input to the Environmental
Study process.
The evaluation focused on several key issues:
> Design Assumptions
Property
Interchanges
Structures
Traffic Staging
Highway 401/407 Interchange Design
Design Assumptions
Aerial photography was utilized as the base for the design considerations and the
existing centerline was utilized as the centerline for the proposed 12 lane widening.
The 12 lane cross-section widening utilized was an express-collector system of 5 traffic
lanes (3 collector, 2 express) and an HOV lane for a total 6 lanes in each direction.
This cross-section was consistent with the Ministry proposed cross-sections utilized in
their current EA Study. Transfer lanes may not be required but if required, could be
accommodated within the study section or adjacent to the study section in closer
proximity to the proposed Tremaine Road Interchange.
Property
The widening of Highway 401 to 12 lanes through this section of the corridor can be
primarily accommodated within the existing right-of-way with minimal property impact.
Approximately 5.2 ha of additional property would be required. Where extending the
existing right-of-way presents issues related to developments adjacent to the highway,
retaining walls may be used to reduce the extent of the grading impacts and thus
reduce the overall width of the cross-section. This occurs on two occasions, to the
northwest and southeast of the existing CNR crossing, at a length of 276 m and 405 m
respectively.
Interchanges
James Snow Parkway Interchange
The Ministry’s EA Study indicates that maintaining the existing structure and road
alignment can accommodate a 12 lane cross-section with minimal footprint impacts
while maintaining the alignment of James Snow Parkway. However, this widening does
require extending the existing property line on each side of the interchange to
accommodate new ramp configurations.
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Regional Road 25 Interchange
As identified in the Ministry’s EA Study, replacement of the Regional Rd. 25/Highway
401 interchange to the west is the preferred alternative, resulting in slightly less impact
to existing and future planned commercial lands, as well as, 25% lower cost and shorter
construction duration than the existing alignment. However, the proposed widening of
the corridor to 12 lanes uses the existing alignment, and requires extending the existing
property lines on each side of the interchange to accommodate new ramp
configurations. The required property line at the southwest corner of Regional Rd. 25
and Highway 401 may conflict with the parking lot of an existing development on
Chisolm Drive.
Structures
Steeles Avenue
The Steeles Avenue overpass would require replacement. It would remain in the
existing location, but widened to accommodate the 12 lane Highway 401 cross-section.
CN Railway Crossing Overpass
The CN Railway Crossing Overpass would require widening to accommodate the 12
lane cross-section. This may be achieved with a box-culvert extension on either side as
required.
Traffic Staging
The complexity of the staging of the 12 lane widening could become significant, but
manageable. It is anticipated that traffic staging during construction would typically
consist of closure of the outer most lane of traffic to facilitate the widening and
adjustments to or closures of ramps at the various interchanges as required to allow for
their reconfiguration. Lane closures would occur in one direction at a time, and ramp
closures would be of short duration. There would be minimal impact on the railway
operations.
Highway 401/Highway 407 Interchange
The north-south link, as proposed in HPBATS, would provide key ramp connections for
long-distance, inter-regional connections. Several ramp configurations are possible, but
have not been examined to their full extent. The Ministry has indicated that they would
work with the local municipalities to develop these options more fully. Ensuring that all
movements can be accommodated, including west to north, and north to west ramp
connections, is critical to the success of the Highway 401,12 lane widening being
capable of accommodating future traffic growth and local property development.

—ii
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In summary, it appears that it is technically feasible to provide the required lanes on
Highway 401 to meet the traffic demands outlined in GTA West with no or minimal
direct impacts to adjacent land uses.

RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN:
The east-west freeway component identified in the Draft Transportation Development
Strategy for the GTA West Corridor Planning and EA Study will have additional
environmental, Agricultural and Cultural impacts in Halton Hills that are not consistent
with the Community Vision to 2031.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
There is no financial impact resulting from this report.

COMMUNICATIONS IMPACT:
A copy of this report will be forwarded to the GTA West Corridor Planning and
Environmental Assessment Study by the MTO as comments from the Town of Halton
Hills.

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS:
The outcomes of the MTO Study will impact a number of the pillars of sustainability as it
will result in a new major transportation corridor within the boundaries of the Town of
Halton Hills. As this point it is difficult to assess the specific implications as the
preferred alternative has not been approved by the Minister of Transportation.

CONSULTATION:
Consultation was undertaken with the Director of Planning, Development &
Sustainability, staff at Halton Region and the Town of Milton regarding the proposed
work plan by the MTQ and the Highway 401 widening design prepared by Hatch Mott
MacDonald.

CONCLUSION:
Based on the preliminary review of the MTO work plan for additional work, there is
concern that the scope of the study is changing to address traffic concerns beyond
2031 to provide support for the east-west freeway, formerly Alternative 4-3.
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Changing the potential future traffic to beyond 2031 population and employment
boundaries will affect the evaluation methodology originally used in the EA Study. A
study that considers a future planning horizon beyond 2031 has not been presented to
the public. The planning horizon change should affect the other alternatives evaluated
earlier in the GTA West Corridor Planning and EA Study.
Staff is generally satisfied with the proposed MTO work plan provided that the Scope of
Additional Work does not look to address transportation needs beyond the 2031
horizon as outlined in the original Terms of Reference.
In the event it is necessary to consider traffic issues beyond 2031, the Scope of the
Additional Work should consider other options through Halton Hills to use existing road
allowances and reduce the impact on agricultural lands.
Respectfully submitted,

Chris G. Mills, P. Eng.
Director of Infrastructure Services &
Town Engineer

Chief

—11

3A—

Page 8 of 10

Attachment ‘1’

JZ21TGTA West

Ontario

L7

GTA West Corridor
Planning and Environmental Assessment Study Stage 1
-

Study Update

—

December 2011

I

I
The focus area undergoing further analysis is shown in the concept maps below (as outlined within the dotted black line).
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The GTA West Corridor Study and Results to Date
Ontario’s Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2006) is planning for 1. 5 million more people in the Regions of
York, Peel, Halton, Wellington County and the City of Guelph by 2031. This growth will have significant impacts on travel,
which has been the focus of the GTA West Corridor Study. The Ministry of Transportation
released a draft strategy for the GTA West Corridor in March 2011 and is currently
Please visit our website at:
conducting additional analysis to finalize the strategy.

www.gta-west.com

Additional Analysis in the Halton Area
In addition to recommendations for transit improvements and system optimization, the draft strategy recommended a new
east-west corridor through Halton and widening of Highway 401 from its existing 6 lanes to 12 lanes east of James Snow
Parkway and 10 lanes west of James Snow Parkway through Halton by 2031. The new corridor would consist of a 4-lane
highway and transitway, including a north-south link connecting to Highways 401 and 407 at the Halton-Peel boundary.
Concerns have been expressed by Halton citizens about the impact of this strategy on agriculture, the natural environment
and the rural character of the community. Some residents have suggested that additional widening of Highway 401 would
be preferable. As a result, the Ministry of Transportation is conducting
:- =
additional analysis and public consultation on the highway recommendations
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The findings will help determine how the areas long term transportation
needs can be best addressed. This additional analysis is now underway and is
expected to be completed by late spring 2012 The results will be made public
for review and input before any decision is made on next steps.

.

..

-.
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We Want Your Input
You can find project details, including a copy of the draft strategy, on the project website: www.gta-westxom. The website
includes a form for providing comments or questions.
You can also contact the Project Team members listed below to provide input or to be added to the project mailing list for
further study updates.
Mr. Neil Ahmed, P.Eng.

Mr. Jim Wang

Project Coordinator
Ontario Ministry of Transportation

Provincial Planning Office
777 Bay Street, 30th Floor Suite 3000
Toronto, ON M7A 2J8
Toll-free Phone: 1-877-522-6916
Email: project_tearn@gta-west.com
-

Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin Corporation
2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 300
Mississauga, ON L5K 2P8
Toll-free Phone: 1-877-522-6916
Fax: 905-823-8503
Email: project_team@gta-west.coin

.-11 •3A—
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Pubc Works
Transportation Services
1151 Bronte Road
Oakville ON L6M 3L1
Fax: (905) 847-2192

APR 2 0 2012
April 17, 2012
MISSISSAUGA OFFICE
Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
Project Manager
McCormick Rankin Corporation
2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 300
Mississauga, ON L5K 2P8
Re:

GTA West Corridor Planning and EA Study Stage I
MunicipallAgency Workshop
Halton Region Follow-up Questions of Clarification
—

—

Dear Mr. Ahmed:
Thank-you for inviting Halton Region to attend and participate in the GTA West Corridor Planning and
Environmental Assessment (EA) Study Agency Workshop, held on April 4, 2012 to review the additional
analysis undertaken as it relates to the “New Corridor” versus “Highway 401 Widening”.
As the GTA West Project Team is aware through Staff Report PW-32-1 1/LPS43-1 1 (Greater Toronto
Area West Corridor Environmental Assessment Draft Transportation Development Strategy Report),
dated June 29, 2011, Regional Council has established their position regarding the GTA West Corridor as
it relates to Options 4-2 vs. 4-3. Specifically, Recommendation #4 outlines, “THAT Regional Council
indicate to the Province that it strongly objects to alternative 4-3 as being unnecessary in the horizon of
the Strategy which is 2031”. Therefore any comments or review by Halton staff concerning the
comparison of alternatives (“New Corridor” vs. “Highway 401 Widening”) will be with respect to the study
process and the additional analysis undertaken by the GTA West Project Team, and should not be seen
as altering Council’s position with respect to Option 4-3 in any way.
Below are a number of specific questions and comments regarding the analysis completed to date,
grouped by category for ease of traceability.
Alternatives Being Considered

It is the Region’s understanding that two alternatives involving a “New Corridor” and “Highway 401
Widening” are being considered in the current analysis and evaluation. It has been further noted that the
“New Corridor” includes a sub option which considers the North-South link as a municipal arterial facility.
Please note that H2!ton Region does not support the north-south link as a municipal arterial facility.
Community

In the assessment of impacts to community features, a range of impacts have been noted with respect to
residential and business properties. The Region requests clarification on why there is a range and not
specific number of residences and businesses identified. Confirm if this is reflecting the north-south link
being considered as a provincial facility or arterial facility. As previously noted, the Region does not
support any north-south corridor as an arterial facility.
Agriculture

For the impacts to Agricultural lands, a range is used with respect to land area impacted for both the
“New Corridor” (ranges from 300 450 ha) and “Highway 401 Widening” (ranges from 130 140 ha).
Please clarify these two ranges and the differences.
—

—

The Regional Municipality of Halton

HEAD OFFICE 1151 Bronte Road, Oakville, Ontario L6M 3L1

•

Tel: 905-825-6000

•

Toll Free: 1 -866-442-5866

•

TfY: 905-827-9833

•

www.halton.ca
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Natural Features

Further clarification should be provided as to why the “New Corridor” is expected to have up to 30
crossings vs. up to 44 crossing with the “Highway 401 Widening”. It is noted that impacts to new
crossings should not be compared to existing crossings which have been previously disturbed. Impacts
to existing crossings should be considered in terms of lengthening vs. replacement. In addition, only the
incremental impact from 12 lanes to 14 lanes should be considered in the assessment. We require
further explanation with respect to the impacts to the parallel watercourses, including the quality of the
watercourses impacted. Lastly, how are the impacts to species at risk being considered in the
assessment?
Land Use

The analysis for both Corridors must consider the potential impact to adjacent land uses, including the
impacts to sensitive land uses (i.e. residential buildings).
Future Travel Demand

Further clarification with respect to the differences in the base demand is required. In addition, what
types of sensitivity analysis were undertaken for both the “New Corridor” and “Highway 401 Widening”.
Development of Alternatives

It was discussed that the alternatives as well as the new freeway to freeway interchanges would have an
impact to the surrounding road network. Has the extent of impact been determined and has this been
fully reflected in the analysis and evaluation of alternatives?
Costing

The impacts to the crossing arterials must be considered in the identification of costs for both the “New
Corridor” and “Highway 401 Widening”, including widened or new structures, as well as ramp
connections. For the widening of Highway 401 any impacts to adjacent local roads should be considered
in the identification of costs.
Next Steps

With respect to the next steps, the GTA West Project Team indicated that it is anticipated the next round
of Public Information Centres will be held in early June 2012, with Municipal and Regional Council
presentations in mid-May 2012. During this timeframe, Halton Region’s Planning & Public Works
Committee meeting on Wednesday, May 23, 2012 will not be considering delegations. The next available
Planning and Public Works Committee is on June 13, 2012.
Should you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the undersigned by
phone (905) 825-6000, ext 7327, or fax (905) 847-2192 or email Maureen.VanRavenshalton.ca.
Sincerely,

ñf)
Maureen Van Ravens, C.E.T.
Manager Transportation Planning & Road Operations
—

Mitch Zamojc, P. Eng., Halton Region
Tim Dennis, P. Eng., Halton Region
Melissa Green-Battiston, P. Eng., Halton Region

Jeffrey Reid, Halton Region
Jin Wang, Ministry of Transportation

project_team@gta-west.com
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

project_team@gta-west.com <project_team@gta-west.com>
May-14-12 8:44 AM
Van Ravens, Maureen (Maureen.VanRavens@halton.ca)
Zamojc, Mitch (Mitch.Zamojc@halton.ca); tim.dennis@halton.ca; 'melissa.greenbattiston@halton.ca'; 'jeffrey.reid@halton.ca'; 'jin.wang@ontario.ca'; Neil Ahmed
(NAhmed@mrc.ca)
Acknowledgement of April 17, 2012 Comments re: GTA West Municipal-Agency Workshop
3184 EX-292 M. Van Ravens Halton Apr 17 12.pdf

Thanks for your continued interest in the study and for submitting additional comments following the Municipal - Agency
Workshop held on April 4, 2012.
We have received your comments from April 2012 and are integrating the comments into the process.
The Project Team will be in contact to invite you to attend the Public Information Centres being scheduled for June to
review the results and draft recommendations.
Thanks,
The GTA West Project Team
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project_team@gta-west.com
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Patricia Watts <PatriciaW@haltonhills.ca>
April-20-12 12:06 PM
jin.wang@ontario.ca
project_team@gta-west.com; john.mcgill@hatch.ca; jack.thompson@hatch.ca;
mitch.zamojc@halton.ca; paul.cripps@milton.ca; Chris Mills; Ted Drewlo
GTA West Corridor - Halton Area Stakeholder Workshop
GTA West Corridor_Halton Area Stakeholder Workshop_April 19, 2012.pdf

On behalf of Chris Mills, Director of Infrastructure Services, Town of Halton Hills, please read the attached
correspondence regarding GTA West Corridor - Halton Area Stakeholder Workshop, and anticipate your response.
Thank you.
Patricia Watts, CMM
Supervisor of Administration & Customer Service
Infrastructure Services
Town of Halton Hills
1 Halton Hills Drive
Halton Hills ON L7G 5G2
905-873-2601 ext 2307
905-873-3036 (fax)

 Consider the environment. Please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to.
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Thank you.

project_team@gta-west.com
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

project_team@gta-west.com <project_team@gta-west.com>
May-14-12 8:43 AM
'Patricia Watts'
'john.mcgill@hatch.ca'; 'jack.thompson@hatch.ca'; 'mitch.zamojc@halton.ca';
'paul.cripps@milton.ca'; 'Chris Mills'; 'Ted Drewlo'; 'jin.wang@ontario.ca'; Neil Ahmed
(NAhmed@mrc.ca)
RE: GTA West Corridor - Halton Area Stakeholder Workshop

Thanks for your continued interest in the study and for submitting additional comments following the Municipal - Agency
Workshop held on April 4, 2012.
We have received your comments from April 2012 and are integrating the comments into the process.
The Project Team will be in contact to invite you to attend the Public Information Centres being scheduled for June to
review the results and draft recommendations.
Thanks,
The GTA West Project Team
From: Patricia Watts [mailto:PatriciaW@haltonhills.ca]
Sent: April-20-12 12:06 PM
To: jin.wang@ontario.ca
Cc: project_team@gta-west.com; john.mcgill@hatch.ca; jack.thompson@hatch.ca; mitch.zamojc@halton.ca;
paul.cripps@milton.ca; Chris Mills; Ted Drewlo
Subject: GTA West Corridor - Halton Area Stakeholder Workshop
On behalf of Chris Mills, Director of Infrastructure Services, Town of Halton Hills, please read the attached
correspondence regarding GTA West Corridor - Halton Area Stakeholder Workshop, and anticipate your response.
Thank you.
Patricia Watts, CMM
Supervisor of Administration & Customer Service
Infrastructure Services
Town of Halton Hills
1 Halton Hills Drive
Halton Hills ON L7G 5G2
905-873-2601 ext 2307
905-873-3036 (fax)

 Consider the environment. Please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to.
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Thank you.

Catherine Christiani
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Neil Ahmed
April-23-12 4:35 PM
Marta.Roias@brampton.ca
Wang, Jin (MTO) (Jin.Wang@ontario.ca)
RE: HERITAGE HEIGHTS TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN - STEERING COMMITTEE
UPDATE
letter GTAW Brampton nfa 23 04 12.pdf

We are providing this response on behalf of Jin Wang, MTO. Also coming by mail.
Regards,
_________________________
Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
Partner, Transportation Planning
McCormick Rankin | A member of MMM Group
2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 300
Mississauga, ON Canada L5K 2P8
t: 905.823.8500 x1241 | f: 905.823.8503 | c: 905.339.7454
nahmed@mrc.ca | www.mrc.ca
This communication is intended for the sole use of the person(s) to whom it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged, confidential or subject to copyright.
Any unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please contact the sender
immediately. Any communication received in error should be deleted and all copies destroyed.
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail and/or its attachments.

From: Roias, Marta <Marta.Roias@brampton.ca>
To: Wang, Jin (MTO)
Cc: Bills, David (MTO); Zbogar, Henrik <Henrik.Zbogar@brampton.ca>; Greenman, Trevor (MTO); Perrotta, Joe (MTO);
'Ray Bacquie' <rbacquie@coleengineering.ca>; 'Suzette Shiu' <sshiu@coleengineering.ca>; Hogan, Jill
<Jill.Hogan@brampton.ca>; Waters, David <David.Waters@brampton.ca>; Hale, Brad <Brad.Hale@brampton.ca>;
Duyvestyn, Chris <Chris.Duyvestyn@brampton.ca>; Given, Janice <Janice.Given@brampton.ca>; Jorgenson, Susan
<Susan.Jorgenson@brampton.ca>; 'Detaramani, Tina' <Tina.Detaramani@peelregion.ca>; Warren, Andrea
<andrea.warren@peelregion.ca>
Sent: Tue Apr 10 18:57:20 2012
Subject: RE: HERITAGE HEIGHTS TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN - STEERING COMMITTEE UPDATE

Jin, in response to your two questions:
1. We provided Cole Engineering with a letter from MRC, dated Jan 26, 2010 (attached
file 6720_koizol_nfa_26_01_10.pdf). A copy of this letter was provided to us by Great Gulf on behalf of Block 40‐3 in
the Bram West Secondary Plan Area (40) , following the recent Steering Committee meeting. The cc: list suggests that a
copy of this letter was also sent to HDR/iTRANS, the HPBATS consultant.
2. We received a letter from Joe Perotta on Apr 5, 2012 (attached item “MTO Comments”) in advance of your
forthcoming comments on the draft Cole technical reports. This letter has been forwarded to Cole Engineering. Moving
forward to Heritage Heights TMP PIC #1, now scheduled for May 14, please clarify MTO’s position with respect to
paragraph 3 of the Jan 26, 2010 letter , i.e., “recognition the H‐P Recommended Road network does not include the
lands in the area bounded by Heritage Road, Credit River, Mississauga Road and Steeles Avenue” and how the GTA
West Corridor Preliminary Route Planning Study Area is currently being depicted. We would appreciate your best efforts
to have the boundary corrected accordingly, so that we could depict as such in time for our PIC.
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As you are aware Cole Engineering is currently revising the draft PIC boards, and your timely response is most
appreciated.
Looking forward …
Marta

Marta Roias MCIP, RPP
Transportation Project Manager, NW Brampton
Long Range Transportation Planning
Planning, Design and Development
City of Brampton
2 Wellington Street West Brampton ON L6Y 4R2
Phone: 905‐874‐2088 Fax: 905‐874‐2099

From: Wang, Jin (MTO) [mailto:Jin.Wang@ontario.ca]
Sent: 2012/04/05 7:15 PM
To: Roias, Marta; Zbogar, Henrik; Greenman, Trevor (MTO)
Subject: Re: HERITAGE HEIGHTS TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN - STEERING COMMITTEE UPDATE
Marta,
1) Can you please clarify what correspondence Cole Engineering has received from our consultant?
2) MTO has not sent you our comments on the City study and the draft reports you circulated. We will provide our
comments to you early next week. We apologize for the delay.
Thx
Jin

From: Roias, Marta <Marta.Roias@brampton.ca>
To: Hogan, Jill <Jill.Hogan@brampton.ca>; 'Colin Chung' <colinc@gsai.ca>; 'mgagnon@gagnonlawurbanplanners.com'
<mgagnon@gagnonlawurbanplanners.com>; 'Murphy, Gary' <GMurphy@creditvalleyca.ca>; Wang, Jin (MTO); Warren,
Andrea <andrea.warren@peelregion.ca>; 'Detaramani, Tina' <Tina.Detaramani@peelregion.ca>; Stolch, Klaus
<Klaus.Stolch@brampton.ca>; Duyvestyn, Chris <Chris.Duyvestyn@brampton.ca>; Connor, Suzanne
<Suzanne.Connor@brampton.ca>; Waters, David <David.Waters@brampton.ca>; Given, Janice
<Janice.Given@brampton.ca>; Jorgenson, Susan <Susan.Jorgenson@brampton.ca>; Hale, Brad
<Brad.Hale@brampton.ca>; Spencer, John <John.Spencer@brampton.ca>; Won, Michael
<Michael.Won@brampton.ca>; Zbogar, Henrik <Henrik.Zbogar@brampton.ca>; 'Andrew Walker'
<awalker@gagnonlawurbanplanners.com>; Rieger, Doug <Doug.Rieger@brampton.ca>; Greenman, Trevor (MTO)
Cc: 'Ray Bacquie' <rbacquie@coleengineering.ca>; 'Suzette Shiu' <sshiu@coleengineering.ca>; Corbett, John
<John.Corbett@brampton.ca>; Palleschi, Paul Councillor <Paul.Palleschi@brampton.ca>; Hutton, John Councillor
<John.Hutton@brampton.ca>
Sent: Thu Apr 05 17:21:05 2012
Subject: HERITAGE HEIGHTS TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN - STEERING COMMITTEE UPDATE

Greetings Steering Committee,
Thank you for your comments on the draft technical papers.
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Further to our of March 26th meeting ( presentation attached PT Mtg_Mar2612_v1_pdf), Cole Engineering
has received comments from the Steering Committee including additional correspondence from MTO’s
consultant regarding lands under consideration south of the Credit River and additional comments from City
staff. Based on this information:
1. Revised PIC boards will
a) outline existing conditions, opportunities and constraints
b) identify the section of the Credit River where crossings are being considered (but will not
show a “refined” corridor protection area – only the current protection area).
c) Identify preliminary criteria that has been expanded to include consideration of the approved
planning context. In this regard planned context and communities relative to the City of
Brampton’s corridor protection area will be clearly presented.
2. PIC#1 has been re‐scheduled to May 14, 2012, to allow sufficient time for Cole to revise PIC
materials based on recent feedback, and for the Steering Committee to review them. Draft display
boards are expected on April 16, 2012.
3. The North‐South Transportation Corridor‐Credit River Crossing Draft Technical Paper will be
updated. This document, which focuses on the crossing, will be expanded to discuss the
development of alignment options as the basis for refining the corridor protection in greater detail.

Looking forward to your continued participation and guidance.

Please review the City of Brampton e-mail disclaimer statement at:
www.brampton.ca/en/Info-Centre/Pages/Privacy-Statement.aspx
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Catherine Christiani
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Wang, Jin (MTO) <Jin.Wang@ontario.ca>
April-26-12 10:13 AM
Neil Ahmed; Katherine Jim; Catherine Christiani
Pravitz, Frank (MTO); Ashdown, Robin (MTO)
FW: GTA West Corridor Protection Area - City of Vaughan Official Plan/North KleinburgNashville Secondary Plan - Status Update
Nashville Kleinburg Preliminary Route Planning study Area (Blue).JPG

FYI and file.
Jin

From: Wang, Jin (MTO)
Sent: April 26, 2012 10:12 AM
To: 'McQuillin, Roy'
Cc: Pearce, Andrew; Hubjer, Selma; 'Ko, Augustine'; Birchall, Diana; Hassakourians, Armine; Von Kursell, Sybelle (MAH);
MacKenzie, John; Tsui, Joachim (MTO)
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor Protection Area - City of Vaughan Official Plan/North Kleinburg-Nashville Secondary Plan
- Status Update
Roy:
Per our discussion today please find the attached map outlining the boundary of the GTA West Preliminary Route
Planning Study Area around Kleinburg-Nashivlle.
Please note that the attached map includes two minor modifications in this area compared to the study area map that was
released as part of the draft Strategy report last March:
1) A mapping error - the study area has been shifted southward slightly;
2) Thee southern boundary near Humber River has been expanded slightly to include more alternatives for Humber River
crossing.
Thx
Jin
From: McQuillin, Roy [mailto:ROY.MCQUILLIN@vaughan.ca]
Sent: April 19, 2012 11:25 AM
To: Wang, Jin (MTO)
Cc: Pearce, Andrew; Hubjer, Selma; 'Ko, Augustine'; Birchall, Diana; Hassakourians, Armine; Von Kursell, Sybelle (MAH);
MacKenzie, John
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor Protection Area - City of Vaughan Official Plan/North Kleinburg-Nashville Secondary Plan
- Status Update
Hi Jin:
Re: Update on Vaughan's Reporting on the North Kleinburg-Nashville Secondary Plan
We have been directed to report to our Committee of the Whole on May 15, 2012. We will have to finalize our report no
later than May 3, 2012. Any input on the draft corridor protection policies would be appreciated by Friday the 27th of
April. If this is not possible we will proceed with the report with the language as is, but we would acknowledge that it was
still subject to final Ministry and Region review, which could be incorporated when the Region reports on the Secondary
Plan. The Region will not be reporting on this plan until, at earliest in September, so there will still be time to tweak the
language. However, it will be important to get the right mapping on the land use schedules of the Plan at this stage.
1

Further to your April 5 transmission I'll give you a call to discuss the issues surrounding the mapping and text, as
required.
Thanks,
Roy
Roy McQuillin
Manager of Policy Planning
Policy Planning Department
City of Vaughan
2141 Major Mackenzie Drive
Vaughan ON L6A 1T1
t: 905-832-8585 ext. 8211
e: roy.mcquillin@vaughan.ca

From: McQuillin, Roy
Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2012 9:24 AM
To: 'Wang, Jin (MTO)'
Cc: Pearce, Andrew; Hubjer, Selma; 'Ko, Augustine'; Birchall, Diana; Hassakourians, Armine; 'Von Kursell, Sybelle (MAH)'
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor Protection Area - City of Vaughan Official Plan/North Kleinburg-Nashville Secondary Plan
Hi Jin:
We hope to be reporting to our Council on revised policies in the near future. Attached is draft policy language for review
based on OPA 637, referencing what we hope will be the most up to date mapping. Upon review we should have a
joint discussion with the Region and the City's Engineering Department to finalize.
If you have any questions please give me call.
Roy
Roy McQuillin
Manager of Policy Planning
Policy Planning Department
City of Vaughan
2141 Major Mackenzie Drive
Vaughan ON L6A 1T1
t: 905-832-8585 ext. 8211
e: roy.mcquillin@vaughan.ca

From: Wang, Jin (MTO) [mailto:Jin.Wang@ontario.ca]
Sent: Thursday, April 05, 2012 4:51 PM
To: McQuillin, Roy
Cc: Hassakourians, Armine; Bochan, Eugene; Von Kursell, Sybelle (MAH); Perrotta, Joe (MTO)
Subject: Re: GTA West Corridor Protection Area - City of Vaughan Official Plan
Hi Roy,
2

Yes we can provide you with the latest version of the Preliminary Route Planning Study Area.
There have been two minor modifications to the map in the Kleinburg area since the release of the draft study report last
March:
1) A mapping error - the study area should shift northward slightly;
2) Based on our discussion with TRCA, the southern boundary near Humber River would be expanded slightly to include
more alternatives to cross Humber. The additional lands in this change are all inside Greenbelt and therefore should not
affect the North Kleinburg Secondary Plan.
We probably should have a discussion about how the revised map should be used and in what format before it is publicly
released as part of the final Strategy Report which is scheduled for this September.
Thx
Jin

From: McQuillin, Roy <ROY.MCQUILLIN@vaughan.ca>
To: Wang, Jin (MTO)
Cc: Hassakourians, Armine <Armine.Hassakourians@vaughan.ca>; Bochan, Eugene <Eugene.Bochan@vaughan.ca>;
Von Kursell, Sybelle (MAH)
Sent: Wed Apr 04 15:27:25 2012
Subject: GTA West Corridor Protection Area - City of Vaughan Official Plan
Hi Jin,
We're making some modifications to one of the Secondary Plans in our new OP (North Kleinburg-Nashville Secondary
Plan), part of which is located in the GTA West Corridor Protection Area. MMA&H has confirmed that we will need to
develop protection policies for incorporation into the North Kleinburg-Nashville plan. We will building on the policies of
our OPA 637 (Highway 400 North Employment Area), which contains protection measures. We will also need to make
some changes to our schedules to identify the GTA West Corridor Protection Area.
Can you provide us with the latest corridor protection area mapping for the City, or , if it's on-line direct us to the
appropriate address, so we can incorporate it into our plan.
If you have any questions, please contact me.
Thanks,
Roy McQuillin

Roy McQuillin
Manager of Policy Planning
Policy Planning Department
City of Vaughan
2141 Major Mackenzie Drive
Vaughan ON L6A 1T1
t: 905-832-8585 ext. 8211
e: roy.mcquillin@vaughan.ca
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your computer, including any attachment(s). Any unauthorized distribution, disclosure or copying of this message and attachment(s) by anyone other than the
recipient is strictly prohibited.
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Catherine Christiani
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wang, Jin (MTO) <Jin.Wang@ontario.ca>
May-18-12 3:45 PM
Ashdown, Robin (MTO); Pravitz, Frank (MTO); Catherine Christiani; Wall, Karin; Meghan
Bratt
FW: GTA West Corridor

fyi

From: Wang, Jin (MTO)
Sent: May 18, 2012 3:43 PM
To: 'Paul Cripps'
Cc: Perrotta, Joe (MTO); Neil Ahmed; Bill Mann; Stephanie Jarvis
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor
Paul:
As we discussed over the phone with Joe Perrotta, the purpose of the upcoming presentations to municipal staff, CSC
and Public Information Centres is to present the results of our analysis and draft recommendations AND to seek public
input before we finalize the Transportation Development Strategy, anticipated in the Fall.
Please give us a call if you have any questions.
Jin

From: Paul Cripps [mailto:paul.cripps@milton.ca]
Sent: May 18, 2012 2:36 PM
To: Wang, Jin (MTO)
Cc: Perrotta, Joe (MTO); Neil Ahmed; Bill Mann; Stephanie Jarvis
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor
Importance: High

Jin,
I find this very disturbing. We were told that the presentation at the June CSC meeting was for the propose of
presenting the additional background information that was delivered to the municipal groups at Glencairn on April
4th. How can you possibly have completed your analysis and come up with a recommendation without consulting with
the public or the local municipalities? What happened to the Environmental Assessment process?
Paul

From: Wang, Jin (MTO) [mailto:Jin.Wang@ontario.ca]
Sent: Friday, May 18, 2012 12:08 PM
To: Paul Cripps
Cc: Perrotta, Joe (MTO); Neil Ahmed
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor
Hi Paul:
1

The information reported in the newspaper reading our recommendation is correct.
We have completed our analysis and will be recommending a further widening of Highway 401 through Halton (to 12
lanes) in a manner that balances the long term transportation needs with the potential impacts.
We will be sharing the results of the additional analysis and evaluation at our meeting on June 1. We are also scheduled
to make a presentation to your Community Services Committee on June 11th.
The details of our analysis and draft recommendations will be available at our upcoming public sessions scheduled for
June 12th and 14th in Georgetown and Milton respectively.
Please give me a call if you have any questions.
Thanks
Jin
Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Provincial Planning Office
Ministry of Transportation, Ontario
Tel: 416-585-7246
Fax: 416-585-7324

From: Paul Cripps [mailto:paul.cripps@milton.ca]
Sent: May 18, 2012 11:24 AM
To: Neil Ahmed; Wang, Jin (MTO)
Subject: GTA West Corridor

http://www.insidehalton.com/news/article/1357434‐‐milton‐hwy‐401‐expansion‐expected

Is there any truth to Mayor Bonnette’s comments? If there is, what happened to our process?
Paul Cripps
Town of Milton

Need to send us LARGE or IMPORTANT files? Need guaranteed delivery? Simply go to https://fta.milton.ca. Contact
Help.desk@milton.ca for an account.
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READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY
DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION OR COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. No rights or
privilege have been waived. If you have received in error, please reply to the sender by e-mail and delete or destroy all
copies of this message.
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Catherine Christiani
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Catherine Christiani
May-31-12 11:33 AM
'Geoffrey Keyworth'; 'Wang, Jin (MTO)'
Neil Ahmed; Katherine Jim; Pravitz, Frank (MTO); Ashdown, Robin (MTO)
RE: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study: Notice of Public Information
Centre #5

Hi Geoffrey,
Note that a copy of the presentation package has been mailed to your attention.
Catherine

_________________________
Catherine Christiani, MCIP, RPP
Environmental Planner
Ecoplans | A member of MMM Group
t: 905.823.4988 x1373 | f: 905.823.2669

From: Geoffrey Keyworth [mailto:GKeyworth@regionofwaterloo.ca]
Sent: May-22-12 10:57 AM
To: 'Wang, Jin (MTO)'
Cc: Neil Ahmed; Catherine Christiani; Katherine Jim; Pravitz, Frank (MTO); Ashdown, Robin (MTO)
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study: Notice of Public Information Centre #5

Thanks Jin, we would appreciate seeing that package when it’s available. We might not be able to make the June report
deadline regardless, but it would certainly help.

Regards,

Geoffrey Keyworth, P.Eng, MCIP, RPP
Senior Transportation Planning Engineer
Planning, Housing and Community Services
Regional Municipality of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 8th Floor
Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4J3
(T) 519‐575‐4089 (F) 519‐575‐4449 (C) 226‐748‐8621
(E) gkeyworth@regionofwaterloo.ca
Confidentiality Notice: This email correspondence (including any attachments) may contain information which is confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under
applicable law, and is intended only for the use of the designated recipient(s) listed above. Any unauthorized use or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, or have otherwise received this message by mistake, please notify the sender by replying via e‐mail, and destroy all copies of this original
correspondence (including any attachments). Thank you for your cooperation.
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From: Wang, Jin (MTO) [mailto:Jin.Wang@ontario.ca]
Sent: May 22, 2012 10:54 AM
To: Geoffrey Keyworth
Cc: Neil Ahmed; Catherine Christiani; Katherine Jim; Pravitz, Frank (MTO); Ashdown, Robin (MTO)
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study: Notice of Public Information Centre #5
Hi Geoff,
We won’t be able to provide the PIC materials in advance given the tight production schedule. But we can provide you
with a presentation package that will be presented to municipal staff in Halton on June 1. That information may be of help
to you in preparing to report to council.
Thanks.
Jin
From: Geoffrey Keyworth [mailto:GKeyworth@regionofwaterloo.ca]
Sent: May 22, 2012 10:09 AM
To: Wang, Jin (MTO)
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study: Notice of Public Information Centre #5

Hi Jin,
How are things? It’s nice to see that the project is progressing.
We typically like to comment on this project via report to our Council. Our next two opportunities to do that are June 19
and August 14. Would it be possible to view any of the PIC materials in advance of the PIC? If not, we will be
commenting in August.
Thanks and regards,

Geoffrey Keyworth, P.Eng, MCIP, RPP
Senior Transportation Planning Engineer
Planning, Housing and Community Services
Regional Municipality of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 8th Floor
Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4J3
(T) 519‐575‐4089 (F) 519‐575‐4449 (C) 226‐748‐8621
(E) gkeyworth@regionofwaterloo.ca
Confidentiality Notice: This email correspondence (including any attachments) may contain information which is confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under
applicable law, and is intended only for the use of the designated recipient(s) listed above. Any unauthorized use or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, or have otherwise received this message by mistake, please notify the sender by replying via e‐mail, and destroy all copies of this original
correspondence (including any attachments). Thank you for your cooperation.

From: project_team@gta-west.com [mailto:project_team@gta-west.com]
Sent: May 22, 2012 8:40 AM
To: project_team@gta-west.com
Subject: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study: Notice of Public Information Centre #5

2

Please find attached a letter regarding upcoming Public Information Centre’s for the GTA West Corridor Environmental
Assessment Study.
Sincerely,
The GTA West Project Team
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TRANSMITTAL
To: Geoffrey Keyworth, P.Eng, MCIP, RPP
Senior Transportation Planning Engineer
Planning, Housing and Community Services
Regional Municipality of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 8th Floor
Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4J3

Date:

May 31, 2012

Project #: 3331840‐001‐001
Delivery:

Regular Mail

Re: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study
Request for Study Update Materials

Dear Mr. Keyworth,
As requested, enclosed is a copy of the June 2012 GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment
Study – Study Update Presentation.
If you have any questions with regards to the enclosed presentation, please don’t hesitate to
contact the Project Team.
Sincerely,
Catherine Christiani, on behalf of the GTA West Project Team

For your comment
For your information
For your action

For your use
As requested

Per: Catherine Christiani
Ecoplans | A member of MMM Group

project_team@gta-west.com
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

project_team@gta-west.com <project_team@gta-west.com>
July-12-12 4:52 PM
'Steve Burke'
RE: Preliminary Route Planning Study Area - Corrections

Dear Mr. Burke,
Thank you for your interest in the study and for providing your input.
The Preliminary Route Planning Study Area (Updated May 2012) is draft and has been provided recently to seek further
input prior to completion of Stage 1 of the EA. We have noted the issues you have raised and will be considering further
refinements to the Preliminary Route Planning Study Area as we complete Stage 1 of the EA.
Additional details about the project can be viewed on the project website at www.gta‐west.com.
Sincerely,
The GTA West Project Team
From: Steve Burke [mailto:SteveBu@haltonhills.ca]
Sent: June-12-12 12:17 PM
To: project_team@gta-west.com
Subject: Preliminary Route Planning Study Area - Corrections
Hello Jin et al,
I know that Region of Halton and Halton Hills staff have pointed out a few errors in the revised Preliminary Route
Planning Study map, but I have noticed 2 more errors that should be corrected, in order to prevent confusion.
1) The Calloway REIT site bounded by Steeles Avenue and Highway 401, immediately east of Trafalgar Road was
to be entirely removed from the study area, but I note that the boundary continues to extend to Trafalgar Road
north of Highway 401, thereby including a portion of the Calloway REIT lands;
2) The map incorrectly shows the UPS lands between Eighth Line and the Hornby Rural Cluster boundary (i.e.
Trafalgar Road) north of Steeles Avenue as Designated Employment Area. It should be shown as Future Urban
Area, the same as the remainder of the lands north of Steeles Avenue (between Hornby and Winston Churchill
Blvd.).
Let me know if you need any further clarification of the map changes required.

STEVE BURKE, MCIP RPP
MANAGER OF PLANNING POLICY
PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & SUSTAINABILITY|TOWN OF HALTON HILLS

T: 905-873-2601 EXT: 2254 F: 905-877-3524| STEVEBU@HALTONHILLS.CA
1 HALTON HILLS DRIVE HALTON HILLS ON L7G 5G2
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Catherine Christiani
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Wang, Jin (MTO) <Jin.Wang@ontario.ca>
July-10-12 10:27 AM
Hamish Campbell
Neil Ahmed; Catherine Christiani; Katherine Jim; Kevin.Jones@aecom.com; Pravitz, Frank
(MTO); Ashdown, Robin (MTO)
RE: Highway 401/407 Interchange Volumes
1 - 6720 GTA West PIC 5 Panels-June 11 2012.pdf

Hi Hamish:
My apologies again for the late response.
As we discussed this morning, please find the attached PIC display boards (It is also available on the study website
http://www.gta-west.com/pdf/6-11-12/1%20-%206720%20GTA%20West%20PIC%205%20PanelsJune%2011%202012.pdf )
Pages 30-32 include Transportation assessment results. In particular, Page 31 includes indications on how local road
network would be impacted by various alternatives.
Hope this helps.
Jin

From: Hamish Campbell [mailto:Hamish.Campbell@mississauga.ca]
Sent: June 14, 2012 10:22 AM
To: Wang, Jin (MTO)
Subject: Highway 401/407 Interchange Volumes

Hi Jin:
As part of the City's review of the GTA West Corridor Study, a number of questions came up regarding the existing
operation and dispersion of traffic at the Highway 401/407 interchange. I recently contacted both Rebecca Li at MTO
and Pablo Ferrando at Highway 407 directly to try and get vehicle volume information (including the ramps), but have
been unsuccessful with both. Given that our requirement for this information is related to the GTA West Corridor
Study, it would be much appreciated if you could please assist?
Thanks in advance,

Hamish Campbell
Transportation Project Leader, Transportation Planning
City of Mississauga
201 City Centre Drive
Suite 800
Mississauga ON L5B 2T4
P: 905.615.3200 x3635
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project_team@gta-west.com
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

project_team@gta-west.com <project_team@gta-west.com>
June-18-12 9:14 AM
'Anita Sparre'
RE: GTA West PIC5

Dear Ms. Sparre,
Thanks for your interest in the study.
PDF copies of all of the materials presented at the June 2012 Public Information Centres (PICs) are on the project
website: http://www.gta‐west.com/consultation.html#pic
If you have any further questions or comments, please don’t hesitate to contact us.
Sincerely,
The GTA West Project Team
From: Anita Sparre [mailto:Anita.Sparre@milton.ca]
Sent: June-15-12 9:05 AM
To: 'project_team@gta-west.com'
Subject: GTA West PIC5

Good morning,
I was unable to attend the PIC last night. Can you please send me a copy of the documents?
Thank you and best regards,

Anita Sparre, C.E.T.
Coordinator, Development Engineering
Town of Milton
150 Mary Street
Milton, ON L9T 6Z5
Ph: 905-878-7252 Ext. 2509
Fax: 905-876-5029
Cell: 905-208-1808
email: anita.sparre@milton.ca

Need to send us LARGE or IMPORTANT files? Need guaranteed delivery? Simply go to https://fta.milton.ca. Contact
Help.desk@milton.ca for an account.
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The Corporation of the
TOWN OF MILTON
Report to:

Chair & Members of the Community Services Standing Committee

From:

M. Paul Cripps, P.Eng., Director, Engineering Services
W.F. Mann, Director of Planning and Development

Date:

June 11, 2012

Report No.

PD-033-12

Subject:

GTA-West Transportation Corridor Update and Information Report:
Further Analysis within Halton Region

RECOMMENDATION:

THAT Report PD-033-12, with respect to the GTA West
Transportation Corridor, be received for information;
THAT Town of Milton Council formally request that the
Ministry of Transportation not identify a preferred alternative
for the GTA West Transportation Corridor, based on the
further analysis completed within Halton Region, until such
time that Town of Milton staff and other municipal partners
have had the opportunity to review and provide comments on
the detailed information;
AND THAT Town of Milton Council direct the Town Clerk to
request the Ministry of Transportation to provide the detailed
information resulting from the further analysis within Halton
for the GTA West Transportation Corridor to the municipal
partners for review and comment.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
As Chair and Committee may recall, staff provided report PD-047-11 on July 18, 2011
detailing the results of Transportation Draft Strategy Report (TDSR) presented by the
study team for the GTA West Transportation Corridor study. Report PD-047-11 also
provided staff’s recommendations based on analysis of the report and information
presented at Municipal meetings. This report was preceded by information report PD030-11 in May of 2011.
The GTA West Transportation Corridor study team has undertaken further study in the
Halton area based on feedback from the preferred alternative presented in the TDSR.

The Corporation of the
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The preferred alternative resulting from the TDSR is attached as Appendix A to this
report. Town staff attended an overview presentation of the study team’s conclusions on
June 1, 2012. The same overview will be presented to the Community Services
Standing Committee on Monday, June 11, 2012. Town staff has concerns regarding the
conclusion presented at the June 1, 2012 meeting.

REPORT
Background
As Chair and Committee may recall, staff provided report PD-047-11 on July 18, 2011
detailing the results of Transportation Draft Strategy Report (TDSR) presented by the
study team for the GTA West Transportation Corridor study. Report PD-047-11 also
provided staff’s recommendations based on analysis of the report and information
presented at Municipal meetings. This report was preceded by information report PD030-11 in May of 2011.
Following the presentation of report PD-047-11 in July 2011, the GTA West study team
undertook further analysis of the study area within Halton Region, focussing on the
analysis for the originally proposed alternative 4-2 and the preferred alternative, a hybrid
of alternatives 4-2 and 4-3, which was a result of the TDSR. Respectively, these have
been called “Further Highway 401 Widening” and “New Corridor” by the study team. In
report PD-047-11, staff recommended support for the “new corridor” based on the
analysis of the information provided by the study team.
Discussion
Over the past year, Town staff have been monitoring the study and attending the
associated meetings. Town staff attended a meeting for municipal representatives on
June 1, 2012 hosted by the GTA West study team. The meeting was to provide a
summary of the further analysis undertaken by the study team as a result of comments
received over the fall and winter of 2011/2012. Essentially, this further analysis
compared the “Further Highway 401 Widening” as an alternative to the “New Corridor”,
under the analysis areas of Community, Natural and Cultural Environment, Agriculture,
Land Use, Economy, Transportation, Cost, and Road Design.
“Further Highway 401 Widening” involves a new corridor connection to the 401/407ETR
interchange and widening of the 401 through Milton. This widening would bring the 401
to a minimum of a 12 lane core-collector system, with the potential for a 14 lane cross
section. The “New Corridor” includes a north-south link to the 401/407ETR interchange
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and an east-west corridor through Halton Region. Conceptual layouts of both of these
options have been attached to this report as Appendix B.
According to the presentation made by the study team on June 1, 2012 to Municipal
Representatives, the following conclusion has been made by the study team regarding
the GTA West study:
“Given that considerably more social and environmental impacts would be
expected with a new corridor through Halton Hills and that the Highway 401
alternative at 12 lanes will provide the essential transportation needs to 2031,
it is recognized that further Highway 401 widening to 12 lanes through Halton
will provide the best balance of benefits and impacts and is therefore
preferred based on the additional analysis.”
However, the presentation noted the highlights and did not get in to detail. As such, staff
has not had the opportunity to review or evaluate the information and details to ensure
the Town’s interests are protected. Although the above conclusion was presented to the
Municipal Representatives, Town staff remained concerned with widening Highway 401
to a 12 lane core-collector system. These concerns are as follows:
1. Staff has not had the opportunity to review the detailed information resulting from
the further analysis and therefore have concerns stemming from the overview
presentation on June 1, 2012.
2. A sensitivity analysis, based on the factors used for further analysis, does not
appear to have been done. There is no indication of the weighting of the specific
analysis areas which greatly concerns staff.
3. There are direct impacts to approximately 20 to 30 businesses. Staff does not
know to what extent the businesses will be impacted, whether it is minor or
major; nor whether there will be mitigation. Staff is unsure whether these affected
businesses have been fully engaged in the process.
4. The air quality results for a 12 lane core-collector system through Milton has not
been detailed to a satisfactory level for staff to evaluate. The presentation to
Municipal Representatives only indicates a “potential impact”. With the advent of
smog days and regular air quality advisories, staff is of the opinion that it is
prudent to complete a study and provide the results for evaluation.
5. The study team has indicated that the use of natural design features for
stormwater management would be difficult to accommodate with a widening to
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12 lanes. Exact alternatives have not been communicated at this time and staff
require the opportunity to review these alternatives prior to providing comments.
6. In the presentation made to staff, there was no mention of the stream located just
west the Highway 401 and RR25 interchange. This stream has been noted, in
past study presentations, to have habitat of an Endangered Species, namely Red
Side Dace. Based on the information presented June 1, staff is unsure what the
status of this stream is or how it will be impacted by a widening of Highway 401
to 12 lanes.
7. With a widening to 12 lanes, 60 to 90 hectares of employment lands would need
to be relocated due to impacts. Staff need further information to evaluate the
feasibility and any impact of the potential relocation on the surrounding land
uses.
8. The analysis completed indicates that widening the 401 to 12 lanes meets
requirements up to 2031 but not beyond. Staff is concerned that once the
highway is widened, a second version of this study will be required to be
completed once again as this current solution does not solve the problem
identified. This concern is supported by a further statement, within the context of
Road Design/Constructability, where the study team has indicated that there is
“Limited flexibility for future expansion”.
In a presentation to Municipal Representatives on March 8, 2012, the study team
indicated that “a 12 lane 401 would be at/over capacity by 2031 or just beyond” in
the identified sections. A copy of the slide from the March 8, 2012 presentation is
attached to this report as Appendix C.
9. Further to the above concern, any incidents on the 401 are not alleviated through
widening to 12 lanes as there is not a viable alternative route. As stated by the
study team, this impacts the competitiveness of the regional economy and does
not provide an alternative to minimize congestion.
10. Of the three options evaluated by the study team, their results show that, in terms
of a “Transportation Summary”, widening the 401 to 12 lanes is the least
desirable options. In general, a 12 lane Highway 401 provides the worst overall
network performance as well as the worst overall 401 performance. A copy of
this slide which summarizes this has been attached to this report as Appendix D.
11. The study team indicates that there are retaining walls required for the 401 if it is
widened to 12 lanes for a minimum of 2.5 km. Staff requires further information
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regarding the retaining wall details to evaluate this particular aspect. However,
staff has the following questions regarding the proposed retaining walls:
a. How high are the retaining walls proposed to be? A number presented by
the study team indicated walls approximately 10 metres (or 30 feet) high.
b. What is the visual impact of these retaining walls for Milton residents,
businesses, and visitors?
c. What is the required width at the base of the retaining walls?
d. Will the current grade of the 401 be at the base of the retaining walls or
will these retaining walls require the 401 to be raised above its current
grade?
e. What material will the proposed retaining walls be constructed out of?
12. In terms of cost, the estimated construction cost is approximately $440 million,
with property costs between $76 million and $112 million. While this was the
lowest cost presented on June 1, 2012 to Municipal Representatives, this does
not take into account the “time” cost associated with travel. Since a widening of
Highway 401 to 12 lanes will require 6 bridge replacements and construction
staging, staff assumes that there will be delays along the length of the 401 during
construction resulting in time lost.
Further, if the costs are broken down on a per lane basis, the “New Corridor”
option works out to be the cheapest option.
13. There was no mention within the June 1, 2012 presentation to Municipal
Representatives of any impacts to the proposed Tremaine Road interchange.
Staff requires further information for evaluation.
14. Staff are concerned that this process will slow development along the 401
corridor through Milton as the MTO has stated that every application received for
the corridor will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

The above concerns are those noted by staff as a result of the “highlights” presentation
given by the GTA West study team. As such, it is essential that Town staff, as well as
the municipal partners in this study, be provided with the detailed information resulting
from the further analysis within Halton. Once this opportunity to review the detailed

Report No.PD-033-12
Page No. 6

The Corporation of the
TOWN OF MILTON

information surrounding the further analysis has been provided, staff will be in a position
to provide comments regarding this review and evaluation. An update to Committee and
Council will also be provided at that time.

Relationship to the Strategic Plan
Report PD-033-12 supports the following Strategic Plan goals:
 Well managed growth, well planned spaces;
 A safe, liveable and healthy community;
 A diverse and sustainable economy;
 A thriving natural environment.
Financial Impact
There is no financial impact from Report No. PD-033-12 at this time.

Respectfully submitted,

W.F. Mann, MCIP, RPP, OALA, RPF
Director of Planning and Development

M. Paul Cripps, P.Eng.
Director, Engineering Services

SJ
If you have any questions on the content of this report: Stephanie Jarvis, ext. 2567

Attachments:

Appendix A: Preferred alternative from Transportation Draft Strategy
Report
Appendix B: Conceptual image of alternatives considered for further
analysis within Halton
Appendix C: Slide from March 8, 2012 presentation indicating the state
of Highway 401 at or around 2031
Appendix D: Slide from June 1, 2012 presentation summarizing the
Transportation Summary area of analysis

CAO Approval: _________________________

July 12, 2012

Mr. Paul Cripps, P. Eng.
Director, Engineering Services
Town of Milton
150 Mary Street
Milton, ON L9T 6Z5
Mr. W. F. Mann
Director of Planning and Development
Town of Milton
150 Mary Street
Milton, ON L9T 6Z5

Dear Mr. Cripps and Mr. Mann:
Re:

GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study
Response to June 11, 2012 Report No. PD-033-12

The following letter outlines responses to the questions / concerns outlined by Town of Milton staff in the June 11, 2012
Report No. PD-033-12 to the Community Services Standing Committee. A meeting with Town staff was held on June 21,
2012 to discuss the report and questions / concerns raised by Mr. Cripps. This letter provides further written responses to
the comments and concerns raised and the GTA West Project Team looks forward to continued Town support in this
study.
1. Staff has not had the opportunity to review the detailed information resulting from the further analysis and
therefore have concerns stemming from the overview presentation on June 1, 2012.
Public Information Centres (PICs) were held on June 12 (Georgetown) and June 14 (Milton). The materials presented at
the June 1, 2012 Municipal Meeting were updated and incorporated into the PIC displays, which contain further depth and
detailed information. In addition, detailed evaluation tables were made available at the reference table at the PICs.
A meeting with Town staff was held on June 21 to review technical details related to the analyses and to discuss issues
Town staff may have. Copies of the PIC displays (hardcopy and digital) were provided to Town staff on June 21 for their
reference. An additional copy of the PIC displays has been provided in Attachment A. The PIC displays have been
available on the project website (www.gta_west.com) since June 12.
2. A sensitivity analysis, based on the factors used for further analysis, does not appear to have been done.
There is no indication of the weighting of the specific analysis areas which greatly concerns staff.
A range of alternatives was considered for both the New Corridor and for the Highway 401 Widening alternatives to
establish potential benefits and impacts. The Project Team used a “reasoned argument” approach to assess the
advantage and disadvantages in each factor group and identified the preferred alternative that would provide a balanced
solution in addressing transportation needs to 2031 taking into consideration trade-offs between social environment,
cultural environment, natural environment, transportation, economy, road design, constructability and cost. The reasoned
argument approach compares the differences in net effects and provides a clear rationale for the selection of the preferred
alternative. The rationale (“trade-offs”) that favours one alternative over all others was derived from the following sources:



Government legislation, policies and guidelines;
Municipal policy (e.g. approved Official Plans);





First Nation’s issue and concerns;
Public, Agencies, Consultation Groups, and other stakeholder issues and concerns; and,
Project Team (staff from MTO and their Consultants) expertise.

Numerical weighting was not assigned in the evaluation, as is typical at this stage of an Individual EA process.
3. There are direct impacts to approximately 20 to 30 businesses. Staff does not know to what extent the
businesses will be impacted, whether it is minor or major; nor whether there will be mitigation. Staff is unsure
whether these affected businesses have been fully engaged in the process.
No commercial buildings are expected to be displaced as part of the widening of Highway 401 to 12 lanes based on
preliminary work to date. Most of the impacts to business properties are expected to be “sliver impacts” along Highway
401 of 2 to 5 metres. These sliver impacts are not likely to displace buildings, parking or affect fire routes. Specific
business impacts would not typically be identified during this stage of an EA study. In some cases, the Project Team has
identified areas where retaining walls could reduce impacts to business properties and public infrastructure (i.e., avoid
relocation of Boston Church Road).
Businesses adjacent to Highway 401 through Halton have been notified of the study process, including the additional work
and June 2012 PICs, through bulk mail distribution of notification via Canada Post. A meeting with the Milton Chamber of
Commerce was held on January 23, 2012 where business representatives attended. There will be ongoing consultation
during Stage 2 of the EA Study and during the proposed Class EA Study for the further widening of Highway 401.
The Milton Chamber of Commerce was contacted on June 25 to arrange a meeting with the Chamber, Town, Highway
401 businesses and the Project Team, to discuss the study and possible future impacts. Plans for this meeting are
ongoing.
4. The air quality result for a 12 lane core-collector system through Milton has not been detailed to a satisfactory
level for staff to evaluate. The presentation to Municipal Representatives only indicates a “potential impact”. With
the advent of smog days and regular air quality advisories, staff is of the opinion that it is prudent to complete a
study and provide the results for evaluation.
A technical memo was prepared regarding the air quality and noise assessment which was provided to Town staff at the
June 21 meeting for review. A copy of the technical memo has been provided once more in Attachment B.
2031 forecast traffic was used for the air quality assessment. The technical memo includes a table summarizing the
predicted zones of influence by contaminants, background air quality conditions, and traffic volumes used for the air
quality assessment. Using the predicted zones of influence, the number of residences that may experience air quality
impacts was identified. The memo indicates that the area of influence for air quality impacts will decrease as
transportation improvements are made by widening Highway 401 – which confirms that the base case scenario (i.e., no
further widening) is worse than either the 12 or 14 lane widening scenarios, from an air quality perspective.
5. The study team has indicated that the use of natural design features for stormwater management would be
difficult to accommodate with a widening to 12 lanes. Exact alternatives have not been communicated at this time
and staff require the opportunity to review these alternatives prior to providing comments.
Designs of stormwater management facilities will be considered during preliminary design as part of the proposed Class
EA Study for the further widening of Highway 401. For the purpose of the additional analysis carried out as part of the
GTA West EA, some typical treatments such as swales and ponds were considered in the context of available lands.
Stormwater management requirements for the further widening of Highway 401 to 12-lanes between Regional Road 25
and James Snow Parkway were analyzed in context of the base scenario recommendations for stormwater management
for 10 lanes from Regional Road 25 to James Snow Parkway, and 12 lanes from James Snow Parkway to Trafalgar
Road. The additional 2 lanes between Regional Road 25 and James Snow Parkway will likely result in a minor increase
in pavement area which may not be treated by stormwater management ponds. Therefore, pending approval by

appropriate regulatory agencies, it is likely that no new stormwater ponds will be required between Regional Road 25 and
James Snow Parkway. Respective agencies and municipalities would be consulted during the proposed Class EA Study
for the further Highway 401 widening.
6. In the presentation made to staff, there was no mention of the stream located just west the Highway 401 and
RR25 interchange. This stream has been noted, in past study presentations, to have habitat of an Endangered
Species, namely Red Side Dace. Based on the information presented June 1, staff is unsure what the status of
this stream is or how it will be impacted by a widening of Highway 401 to 12 lanes.
Preliminary design will be carried out as part the proposed Class EA Study in consultation with MNR and Conservation
Halton. It is not anticipated that the watercourse will be impacted because Highway 401 will be 10 lanes (not 12) west of
RR 25. Mitigation is anticipated to be possible and so construction of 12 lanes appears to be feasible. Endangered
Species and Species at Risk will be dealt with as per current permitting requirements during future design phases.
7. With a widening to 12 lanes, 60 to 90 hectares of employment lands would need to be relocated due to impacts.
Staffneed further information to evaluate the feasibility and any impact of the potential relocation on the
surrounding land uses.
Town / Region action is required to establish any options that may exist. At an earlier meeting with Milton staff, the
Province indicated that it would support replacement of employment lands consumed by the proposed transportation
corridor and interchange. The Province would likely be open to new land designations as compensation for lost
employment lands subject to appropriate justification and planning approvals. Please note that most of the 60 to 90
hectares of impacted employment lands are located in the Town of Halton Hills.
8. The analysis completed indicates that widening the 401 to 12 lanes meets requirements up to 2031 but not
beyond. Staff is concerned that once the highway is widened, a second version of this study will be required to
be completed once again as this current solution does not solve the problem identified. This concern is
supported by a further statement, within the context of Road Design/Constructability, where the study team has
indicated that there is “Limited flexibility for future expansion”. In a presentation to Municipal Representatives on
March 8, 2012, the study team indicated that “a 12 lane 401 would be at/over capacity by 2031 or just beyond” in
the identified sections. A copy of the slide from the March 8, 2012 presentation is attached to this report as
Appendix C.
Widening Highway 401 to 12 lanes meets the transportation demand up to year 2031 based on the projected population
and employment growth figures available to date and is consistent with the GTA West EA Terms of Reference which
mandates to identify transportation needs to 2031. The currently available population and employment projections for
2031 used as part of the GTA West Study are consistent with the distribution identified in the local municipal plans.
Information at this level of detail allows the forecasting of inter-regional transportation demand. Information at a similar
level of detail would be required to determine transportation demands beyond 2031. A future review can only be carried
out when such information becomes available and any further improvements can be justified on that basis.
9. Further to the above concern, any incidents on the 401 are not alleviated through widening to 12 lanes as there
is not a viable alternative route. As stated by the study team, this impacts the competitiveness of the regional
economy and does not provide an alternative to minimize congestion.
Widening Highway 401 to 12 lanes would not provide the same level of redundancy as a new corridor; however, Highway
401 at 12 lanes would be constructed as a core-collector system which would provide a level of redundancy east of
Regional Road 25, in the case of an incident. While a new corridor would provide an alternate route to better support the
regional economy, it would also impact the agricultural economy in Halton Region. An economic balance is recognized in
this preference for further highway widening.
10. Of the three options evaluated by the study team, their results show that, in terms of a “Transportation
Summary”, widening the 401 to 12 lanes is the least desirable options. In general, a 12 lane Highway 401 provides
the worst overall network performance as well as the worst overall 401 performance. A copy of this slide which

summarizes this has been attached to this report as Appendix D.
Compared to a new corridor and widening Highway 401 to 14 lanes, the widening of Highway 401 to 12 lanes is the least
desirable in terms of the Transportation factor group; however, it would still provide for the transportation needs to 2031
(per the study’s Terms of Reference). On balance taking into consideration other factors, widening Highway 401 to 12
lanes is the most preferred and will result in a doubling from the current highway capacity.
11. The study team indicates that there are retaining walls required for the 401 if it is widened to 12 lanes for a
minimum of 2.5 km. Staff requires further information regarding the retaining wall details to evaluate this
particular aspect. However, staff has the following questions regarding the proposed retaining walls:
a. How high are the retaining walls proposed to be? A number presented by the study team indicated
walls approximately 10 metres (or 30 feet) high.
Retaining walls may be as high as 10 m in some areas (i.e., in the vicinity of the CN Rail crossing east of
Regional Road 25), but others would vary based on the ultimate profile of future Highway 401, which would be
determined in preliminary design carried out as part of the proposed Highway 401 Class EA Study. Most of the
retaining walls are to be provided in the proximity of the CN crossing east of Regional Road 25 and Boston
Church Road.
b. What is the visual impact of these retaining walls for Milton residents, businesses, and visitors?
Retaining walls would be provided to limit property impacts for properties located directly adjacent to Highway 401
(mostly commercial properties) and may limit some visibility. Based our analysis, all of the walls will be “below”
the highway and therefore will have limited impact to visibility of adjacent businesses. All of the walls are likely to
be located adjacent to industrial/commercial properties and would not impact residents.
c. What is the required width at the base of the retaining walls?
The required width at the base of the retaining walls is subject to the height of retaining walls. Our analysis
assumed a width of 8 m at the base of the wall to allow for construction staging, drainage swales and snow
storage.
d. Will the current grade of the 401 be at the base of the retaining walls or will these retaining walls
require the 401 to be raised above its current grade?
The proposed profile of Highway 401 will be subject to preliminary design, which is to be carried out as part of the
proposed Class EA study for the further widening of Highway 401. Our analysis assumed that the current profile
of Highway 401 would likely be retained.
e. What material will the proposed retaining walls be constructed out of?
The type of material for future retaining walls will be determined during subsequent design.
12. In terms of cost, the estimated construction cost is approximately $440 million, with property costs between
$76 million and $112 million. While this was the lowest cost presented on June 1, 2012 to Municipal
Representatives, this does not take into account the “time” cost associated with travel. Since a widening of
Highway 401 to 12 lanes will require 6 bridge replacements and construction staging, staff assumes that there
will be delays along the length of the 401 during construction resulting in time lost. Further, if the costs are
broken down on a per lane basis, the “New Corridor” option works out to be the cheapest option.
Delay cost has been captured under the Economy factor group in PIC display content as provided. The costs of
construction delay under each of the alternatives were determined based on the estimated future time delay due to
construction and then were converted to a current dollar value.

13. There was no mention within the June 1, 2012 presentation to Municipal Representatives of any impacts to
the proposed Tremaine Road interchange. Staff requires further information for evaluation.
The proposed widening of Highway 401 to 12 lanes would be westerly to Regional Road 25 only. The proposed Tremaine
Road interchange would not be impacted. The new structure at Tremaine Road over Highway 401 is designed to
accommodate a 10-lane cross section with HOV lanes.
14. Staff are concerned that this process will slow development along the 401corridor through Milton as the MTO
has stated that every application received for the corridor will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.
MTO will address the review of applications in a timely manner and on a case-by-case basis to ensure that the planning
and implementation of the new transportation corridor is not compromised. The Preliminary Route Planning Study Area
(for Stage 2 of the EA) has been established to provide a basis for the province and municipalities to monitor development
applications and apply corridor protection policies.

Should you have any further questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us.
We look forward to the Town’s continued involvement on this study.
Sincerely,

___________________________
Mr. Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Provincial Planning Office
Ontario Ministry of Transportation

_________________________
Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin, A Member of MMM Group

Attach.
 Attachment A: PIC #5 Display Panels
 Attachment B: Air Quality and Noise Assessment Memo

Catherine Christiani
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Neil Ahmed
July-16-12 4:48 PM
Catherine Christiani
FW: RB13- GTA WEST CORRIDOR REPORT- RESOLUTION
2012-394 RB13.pdf

Please file as Town position.

_________________________
Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
Partner, Transportation Planning
McCormick Rankin | A member of MMM Group
2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 300
Mississauga, ON Canada L5K 2P8
t: 905.823.8500 x1241 | f: 905.823.8503 | c: 905.339.7454
nahmed@mrc.ca | www.mrc.ca
This communication is intended for the sole use of the person(s) to whom it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged, confidential or subject to copyright.
Any unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please contact the sender
immediately. Any communication received in error should be deleted and all copies destroyed.
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail and/or its attachments.

From: Kant Chawla [mailto:Kant.Chawla@caledon.ca]
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 2:05 PM
To: 'jin.wang@ontario.ca'; 'Perrotta, Joe (MTO)'
Cc: Neil Ahmed
Subject: RB13- GTA WEST CORRIDOR REPORT- RESOLUTION

Jin, please find attached the resulting resolution from staff report PD‐2012‐68. There are a few changes from the staff
recommendations as provided in the report. I had provided a link to the staff report earlier.
Please call me if you have questions.
Regards,
Kant
Kant Chawla, MCIP, RPP
Senior Transportation Planner
Development Approval and Planning Policy Department
Town of Caledon
6311 Old Church Road
Caledon, ON L7C 1J6
905-584-2272 x 4293
www.caledon.ca

This message (and any associated files) is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. The content of the message is the property
of the Corporation of the Town of Caledon. The message may contain information that is privileged, confidential, subject to copyright and exempt from disclosure
under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying, or modification of
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this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately, advising of the error and delete this message
without making a copy. (Information related to this email is automatically monitored and recorded and the content may be required to be disclosed by the Town to
a third party in certain circumstances). Thank you.
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November 16, 2012
Ms. Karen Landry
Director of Administration / Town Clerk
Town of Caledon
6311 Old Church Road
Caledon, ON L7C 1J6

Dear Ms. Landry:
RE:

GTA West Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment (EA) Study
Release of Final Transportation Development Strategy Report

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) initiated Stage 1 of a formal Environmental Assessment (EA) Study for the
GTA West Corridor. The purpose of the study is to proactively plan for future infrastructure needs by examining long-term
transportation problems and opportunities to the year 2031 and consider options to provide better movement of both
people and goods between urban areas in the GTA West Corridor Preliminary Study Area, including designated Urban
Growth Centres.
The MTO released the GTA West draft Transportation Development Strategy Report in March 2011. In response to input
received on the draft Strategy, MTO carried out additional analysis and consultation to further examine the
recommendations for inter-regional transportation improvements in the Halton area and update the Preliminary Route
Planning Study Area throughout.
The Transportation Development Strategy Report has been finalized, following the additional analysis and consultation in
the Halton area and study area revisions elsewhere. The report explains and documents the planning process followed in
Stage 1 of the GTA West Planning and EA Study in developing the Transportation Development Strategy, including the
assessment and evaluation of the area transportation system alternatives and a recommendation for the preferred
alternative to be carried forward to Stage 2.
The final report, executive summary and appendices are now available on the study website (www.gta-west.com) and can
also be reviewed at the attached list of local libraries and clerks offices beginning November 16, 2012. The report will be
available for a 45 day public and stakeholder review period. We invite you to provide your feedback on the released
Strategy report. All comments received during the review period will be documented as input to Stage Two of the EA.
Written comments can be provided on the project website at http://www.gta-west.com/comment-form.php or email to:
project_team@gta-west.com.
The final Strategy report incorporates and reflects input from many individuals and stakeholders the Study Team has
received since the release of the draft Strategy Report in March 2011 and the results of the additional analysis in the
Halton area in June 2012.
We thank you for your input and participation in this study. In particular, we would like to thank you for forwarding the
Town of Caledon’s Council Resolution 2012-394 regarding the GTA West Corridor Study.
We have noted and understand Caledon’s concerns with respect to impacts to development applications in the GTA West
Corridor study area. MTO and the Project Team have been in discussions with the Town of Caledon through numerous
meetings and will continue to work with the Town collaboratively to address those issues as the study progresses.
With the completion of the Stage 1 EA, the MTO will move forward to implement various recommendations, including
identifying the specific route for the new highway in the next Stage of the EA which is anticipated to begin in late 2013.

An updated Preliminary Route Planning Study Area is included in the final Strategy report which will provide a starting
point for the Stage 2 EA.
It would be appreciated if you could distribute this letter to Caledon Council as an information item.
Should you require further information, please feel free to contact Mr. Jin Wang, MTO Project Coordinator at (416) 5857246 or Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng., Consultant Project Manager at (905) 823-8500.

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance.
Sincerely,

_________________________
Mr. Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Provincial Planning Office
Ontario Ministry of Transportation
Attach.

cc:

Kant Chawla, Town of Caledon (via email)
Kathie Kurtz, Town of Caledon (via email)
Mary Hall, Town of Caledon (via email)
Haiqing Xu, Town of Caledon (via email)

_________________________
Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin, A Member of MMM Group Ltd.

THE COUNCIL OF
THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF PEEL
July 5, 2012
EXCERPT OF MINUTES
PW-B5. GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study – Revised
Preliminary Route Planning Study Area
Moved by Councillor Whitehead,
Seconded by Councillor Paterak;
Whereas several properties located in the Revised Preliminary Route Planning Study
Area are well advanced in the planning process, including some in approved Secondary
Plan Areas, which have been completed following a thorough consultation process with
many stakeholders, including Ministry of Transportation staff;
And whereas, many of these properties are the subject of development applications of
economic significance to the Region of Peel;
Therefore be it resolved, that the report of the Commissioner of Public Works, dated
June 28, 2012, titled “GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Study – Revised
Preliminary Route Planning Study Area” be endorsed as Regional Council’s position on
the GTA West Corridor Study, and submitted to the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) as
such;
And further, that the Minister of Transportation be requested to undertake to complete
Stage 1 and commence Stage 2 of the GTA West Environmental Assessment Study in
an expeditious manner;
And further, that the Minister of Transportation work collaboratively with Regional and
local staff to resolve matters such as prioritizing the refinement of the Preliminary Route
Planning Study Area through the following locations: 1) the Highway 410 connection to
GTA West; 2) Brampton SP-47/South Albion-Bolton; and 3) Osmington, and that MTO
staff present the findings of this analysis to Regional Council by May 1, 2013;
And further, that the Minister of Transportation, in developing evaluation criteria to
narrow the Preliminary Route Planning Study Area, place considerable weight on both
approved and in process Secondary Plans in Brampton and Caledon;
And further, that the Minister of Transportation be requested to advance planning for
transportation needs beyond 2031, including consideration of the Niagara to GTA
corridor;
And further, in recognition of the Region of Peel’s status as an important goods
movement hub, that the Minister of Transportation:

•

•

Amend the current Southern Ontario Highways Program to include
the Highway 427 extension to Major Mackenzie Drive and beyond,
and;
Expedite the widening of Highway 401 from the Credit River to
Regional Road 25 in Halton Region;

And further, that a copy of the subject report be forwarded to the Cities of Brampton,
Mississauga and Vaughan, the Towns of Caledon and Halton Hills, and the Regions of
York and Halton, for information.

Carried 2012-923

November 16, 2012
Ms. Kathryn Lockyer
Director of Clerk’s and Regional Clerk
Corporate Services
Region of Peel
10 Peel Centre Drive
Suite A, 5th Floor
Brampton, ON L6T 4B9

Dear Ms. Lockyer:
RE:

GTA West Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment (EA) Study
Release of Final Transportation Development Strategy Report

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) initiated Stage 1 of a formal Environmental Assessment (EA) Study for the
GTA West Corridor. The purpose of the study is to proactively plan for future infrastructure needs by examining long-term
transportation problems and opportunities to the year 2031 and consider options to provide better movement of both
people and goods between urban areas in the GTA West Corridor Preliminary Study Area, including designated Urban
Growth Centres.
The MTO released the GTA West draft Transportation Development Strategy Report in March 2011. In response to input
received on the draft Strategy, MTO carried out additional analysis and consultation to further examine the
recommendations for inter-regional transportation improvements in the Halton area and update the Preliminary Route
Planning Study Area throughout.
The Transportation Development Strategy Report has been finalized, following the additional analysis and consultation in
the Halton area and study area revisions elsewhere. The report explains and documents the planning process followed in
Stage 1 of the GTA West Planning and EA Study in developing the Transportation Development Strategy, including the
assessment and evaluation of the area transportation system alternatives and a recommendation for the preferred
alternative to be carried forward to Stage 2.
The final report, executive summary and appendices are now available on the study website (www.gta-west.com) and can
also be reviewed at the attached list of local libraries and clerks offices beginning November 16, 2012. The report will be
available for a 45 day public and stakeholder review period. We invite you to provide your feedback on the released
Strategy report. All comments received during the review period will be documented as input to Stage Two of the EA.
Written comments can be provided on the project website at http://www.gta-west.com/comment-form.php or email to:
project_team@gta-west.com.
The final Strategy report incorporates and reflects input from many individuals and stakeholders the Study Team has
received since the release of the draft Strategy Report in March 2011 and the results of the additional analysis in the
Halton area in June 2012.
We thank you for your input and participation in this study. In particular, we would like to thank you for forwarding the staff
report dated June 28, 2012 and the council resolutions passed on July 5, 2012.
We appreciate the Region of Peel’s support for the GTA West Corridor EA Study. We have noted the need to work
collaboratively to refine the corridor options to address development issues in the study area.

With the completion of the Stage 1 EA, the MTO will move forward to implement various recommendations, including
identifying the specific route for the new highway in the next Stage of the EA which is anticipated to begin in late 2013.
It would be appreciated if you could distribute this letter to Peel Regional Council as an information item.
Should you require further information, please feel free to contact Mr. Jin Wang, MTO Project Coordinator at (416) 5857246 or Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng., Consultant Project Manager at (905) 823-8500.

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance.
Sincerely,

_________________________
Mr. Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Provincial Planning Office
Ontario Ministry of Transportation
Attach.
cc: Gary Kocialek, Region of Peel (via email)
Wayne Chan, Region of Peel (via email)
Damian Albanese, Region of Peel (via email)
Eric Chan, Region of Peel (via email)
Sabbir Saiyed, Region of Peel (via email)
Hillary Calavitta, Region of Peel (via email)
Alejandro Cifuentes, Region of Peel (via email)
Tina Detaramani, Region of Peel (via email)

_________________________
Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin, A Member of MMM Group Ltd.

Catherine Christiani
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Wang, Jin (MTO) <Jin.Wang@ontario.ca>
July-25-12 1:35 PM
Geoffrey Keyworth
Paula Sawicki; Perrotta, Joe (MTO); Pravitz, Frank (MTO); Ashdown, Robin (MTO); Graham
Vincent; Neil Ahmed; Catherine Christiani; Katherine Jim
RE: GTA West Corridor EA: Presentation to Regional Council

Thanks Geoff for the info and heads-up. We look forward to receiving the staff report.
Jin
Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Provincial Planning Office
Ministry of Transportation, Ontario
Tel: 416-585-7246
Fax: 416-585-7324

From: Geoffrey Keyworth [mailto:GKeyworth@regionofwaterloo.ca]
Sent: July 25, 2012 1:30 PM
To: Wang, Jin (MTO)
Cc: Paula Sawicki; Perrotta, Joe (MTO); Pravitz, Frank (MTO); Ashdown, Robin (MTO); Graham Vincent; Neil Ahmed;
Catherine Christiani; Katherine Jim
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor EA: Presentation to Regional Council

Thanks for clarifying this point, Jin.
The Region has appreciated the opportunity to participate in the GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment process.
We feel this is an important study for our area with many potential long term benefits.
Regional staff will be bringing a report to Council on August 14 to comply with the comment period. We don’t see a
need for MTO to make a presentation before Council at that time, although we may request you to present to Council at
a later date.
As we have communicated over the course of the study, the Region is primarily interested in prioritising the planning
and implementation of Group 1 (i.e. Optimization of Existing Networks) and Group 2 (i.e. Expansion of Non‐Road
Infrastructure) in the Draft Transportation Development Strategy. In particular, the Region sees the expansion of rail
service, both for the existing Kitchener/Georgetown line and to Cambridge along the Milton line, as key elements that
will preserve the investment in Highway 401 as long as possible.
The Region also understands the importance of planning for long term needs by examining the road‐based alternatives
in Groups 3 and 4. As staff have noted to you previously, Regional Council is concerned that the scope of the project is
large enough to justify a longer term planning horizon than 2031. The current focus on Alternative 4‐2 offers very little
residual capacity beyond the planning horizon, and will not provide any redundancy should incidents occur on Highway
401 west of Milton. Consequently, our report will be recommending that MTO explicitly consider a longer term time
frame and consider corridor protection opportunities for future routes. As a result of this report, Council will likely
request a formal response from MTO to this resolution.
Regards,
1

Geoffrey Keyworth, P.Eng, MCIP, RPP
Senior Transportation Planning Engineer
Planning, Housing and Community Services
Regional Municipality of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 8th Floor
Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4J3
(T) 519‐575‐4089 (F) 519‐575‐4449 (C) 226‐748‐8621
(E) gkeyworth@regionofwaterloo.ca

From: Wang, Jin (MTO) [mailto:Jin.Wang@ontario.ca]
Sent: July 24, 2012 4:35 PM
To: Geoffrey Keyworth
Cc: Paula Sawicki; Perrotta, Joe (MTO); Pravitz, Frank (MTO); Ashdown, Robin (MTO); Graham Vincent; Neil Ahmed;
Catherine Christiani; Katherine Jim
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor EA: Presentation to Regional Council

Graham and Geoff:
September 11 would be too late if the Region has major comments/concerns about the revised recommendation.
Although we are flexible with the July 31st commenting deadline, we would like to report back to the government on all
major comments before we finalize and release the Strategy report which is targeted for the fall with September being the
earliest.
Thanks.
Jin

From: Geoffrey Keyworth [mailto:GKeyworth@regionofwaterloo.ca]
Sent: July 24, 2012 10:27 AM
To: Wang, Jin (MTO)
Cc: Paula Sawicki; Perrotta, Joe (MTO); Pravitz, Frank (MTO); Ashdown, Robin (MTO); Graham Vincent
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor EA: Presentation to Regional Council

Hi Jin,
I’d like to follow up about Graham’s last message. Our next Council meeting is on Tuesday, September 11. If we brought
a report regarding the project on that date, would that fit within your comment process? Would you be able to attend
on that date?

Regards,

Geoffrey Keyworth, P.Eng, MCIP, RPP
Senior Transportation Planning Engineer
Planning, Housing and Community Services
Regional Municipality of Waterloo
2

150 Frederick Street, 8th Floor
Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4J3
(T) 519‐575‐4089 (F) 519‐575‐4449 (C) 226‐748‐8621
(E) gkeyworth@regionofwaterloo.ca
Confidentiality Notice: This email correspondence (including any attachments) may contain information which is confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under
applicable law, and is intended only for the use of the designated recipient(s) listed above. Any unauthorized use or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, or have otherwise received this message by mistake, please notify the sender by replying via e‐mail, and destroy all copies of this original
correspondence (including any attachments). Thank you for your cooperation.

From: Graham Vincent
Sent: July 18, 2012 3:26 PM
To: 'Wang, Jin (MTO)'; Geoffrey Keyworth
Cc: Paula Sawicki; Perrotta, Joe (MTO); Pravitz, Frank (MTO); Ashdown, Robin (MTO)
Subject: RE: GTA West Corridor EA: Presentation to Regional Council

Hi Jin,
Would it be helpful if you attended one of our meeting in September instead? August may be a little early for us but we
don’t want to miss the opportunity to comment on the GTA West project.
Best regards,
Graham

From: Wang, Jin (MTO) [mailto:Jin.Wang@ontario.ca]
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:17 AM
To: Geoffrey Keyworth
Cc: Graham Vincent; Paula Sawicki; Perrotta, Joe (MTO); Pravitz, Frank (MTO); Ashdown, Robin (MTO)
Subject: Re: GTA West Corridor EA: Presentation to Regional Council

Hi Geoff,
Sorry for replying late.
We are checking our availabilities and will get back you shortly.
Neil/Catherine,
I am available on Aug. 14, please confirm from your end and coordinate with Geoff.
Thx
Jin
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From: Geoffrey Keyworth <GKeyworth@regionofwaterloo.ca>
To: Wang, Jin (MTO)
Cc: Graham Vincent <GVincent@regionofwaterloo.ca>; Paula Sawicki <PSawicki@regionofwaterloo.ca>
Sent: Fri Jul 13 14:01:50 2012
Subject: GTA West Corridor EA: Presentation to Regional Council

Hi Jin,
We’re working on our report to Council to respond to the contents of the recent PIC. I wanted to inform you that we will
be bringing the report for Tuesday, August 14, 2012 to our Planning and Works Committee. This won’t be within the 30‐
day comment period but is the first opportunity we had to bring a report after the PIC: the previous Committee meeting
was Tuesday, June 19, and they don’t meet in July.
We have also been thinking about asking MTO to present to Council regarding the project. Are you or someone from the
project available to present in the morning of August 14?
Have a nice weekend.

Regards,

Geoffrey Keyworth, P.Eng, MCIP, RPP
Senior Transportation Planning Engineer
Planning, Housing and Community Services
Regional Municipality of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 8th Floor
Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4J3
(T) 519‐575‐4089 (F) 519‐575‐4449 (C) 226‐748‐8621
(E) gkeyworth@regionofwaterloo.ca
Confidentiality Notice: This email correspondence (including any attachments) may contain information which is confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under
applicable law, and is intended only for the use of the designated recipient(s) listed above. Any unauthorized use or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, or have otherwise received this message by mistake, please notify the sender by replying via e‐mail, and destroy all copies of this original
correspondence (including any attachments). Thank you for your cooperation.
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Report: P-12-089

REGION OF WATERLOO
PLANNING, HOUSING AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
Transportation Planning
TO:

Chair Jim Wideman and Members of the Planning and Works Committee

DATE:

August 14, 2012

SUBJECT:

GTA WEST CORRIDOR – UPDATE

FILE CODE: D09-30/GTAWC

RECOMMENDATIONS:
THAT the Regional Municipality of Waterloo advise the Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO)
that a single 400-series highway connecting Waterloo Region, Wellington County and the City of
Guelph to the Greater Toronto Area would not constitute sufficient infrastructure, as described in
Report No. P-12-089, dated August 14, 2012;
THAT the Regional Municipality of Waterloo request MTO to defer its decision on the final
transportation network until the completion of the inter-regional transportation planning initiative;
THAT the Regional Municipality of Waterloo request MTO to prioritise enhancement of the GO Rail
service to Kitchener-Waterloo, and the extension of service to Cambridge, to reduce travel demand
on Highway 401;
THAT MTO be requested to provide a formal response to the concerns expressed by Region of
Waterloo Council, as described in this report;
AND THAT Report P-12-089, dated August 14, 2012, be circulated to the Minister of Transportation,
all area Members of Provincial Parliament, and to the City of Guelph and Wellington County.
SUMMARY:
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has been undertaking an Environmental Assessment
for the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) West Corridor to accommodate increased transportation
demand because of projected population and employment growth in Southern Ontario. A Public
Information Centre in June 2012 described the results of a route planning study that identified the
preferred alignment of the new highway corridor. The alignment would connect with the Highway
401/407 interchange east of Milton, and would also require widening of Highway 401 to 12 lanes
west to Halton Regional Road 25.
The GTA West Corridor is anticipated to be constructed by 2027 or later. Highway 401 west of the
GTA Corridor is expected to reach capacity shortly after 2031. A longer term analysis beyond 2031
should be undertaken to identify sufficient transportation infrastructure to connect Waterloo Region,
Wellington County and the City of Guelph to the GTA. The Region is working with MTO on an interregional transportation planning initiative. It would be premature to make a final decision on the GTA
West Corridor terminus until the inter-regional transportation planning initiative is complete.
REPORT:
Background
Since 2007, the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has undertaken an Environmental Assessment to
1203872
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study the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) West Corridor. Attachment 1 shows the project in context with
other MTO initiatives. In March 2011, MTO released the Draft Transportation Development Strategy
that describes short term (0-5 years), medium term (5-15 years) and long term (15-25 years)
elements, as follows:
Short Term: Transportation system efficiency improvements, Transportation Demand
Management programs, and public transit improvements
Medium Term: Detailed studies of highway widening and new corridors
Long Term: Construction of widened highways/new corridors identified in the medium term
The strategy determined that existing highways, including Highway 401, need to be widened, and a
new corridor north of Highway 401 needs to be built. This new corridor would connect Highway 400
in the north of Vaughan to Highway 401 in the Milton area. However, MTO was unable to determine
the best connection location to Highway 401 at that time. MTO recommended a route planning study
to evaluate the implications of the new corridor connection locations.
In Report P-11-054 (May 24, 2011), Regional Council endorsed the Transportation Development
Strategy and requested participation in an upcoming Provincial Active Traffic Management Study
that will examine some of the short term elements noted above. Regional staff also recommended
that MTO consider a planning horizon for the new corridor alternatives beyond 2031.
MTO presented the results of the route planning study at a Public Information Centre in June 2012.
The study recommended that the western limit of the GTA West Corridor should end at the Highway
401/407 interchange, to the east of Milton. To accommodate east-west traffic across Milton,
Highway 401 would need to be widened to 12 lanes, including two high occupancy vehicle lanes
(Attachment 2). The project team found that this alternative would provide the best combination of
benefits and impacts to transportation, community, agriculture, the natural environment, the cultural
environments, the economy and road constructability/cost.
Separately, the Region has also been working with MTO, the Cities of Brantford and Guelph, and
Brant and Wellington Counties on an inter-regional transportation planning initiative. This study will
be a comprehensive review of all proposed transportation initiatives in the study area, including but
not limited to the Niagara – GTA Corridor, the GTA West Corridor, the Brantford to Cambridge
Transportation Corridor, improvements to Highway 6 and GO Transit expansions. Determining the
network benefits and impacts of these facilities on an individual basis is a challenge. The data
collection phase of the initiative is almost complete and the study itself should be complete by
Spring 2015.
Analysis
The transportation development strategy sets the earliest possible completion of the new highway
corridor at 2027 (i.e. 15 years from now). It would therefore be prudent to examine the implications
of growth beyond the 2031 planning horizon. During the route planning study, the residual capacity
of the proposed 12-lane Highway 401 was assessed against a range of demand scenarios beyond
2031. A “Volume/Capacity ratio” of 1.0 indicates operation at capacity, and the 12-lane Highway 401
alternative west of the GTA West Corridor would be operating at ratios of 0.88 – 1.11 by 2031
(Attachment 3). The Region would still be dependent on a congested single 400-series highway to
connect to the GTA. Longer term analysis beyond 2031 should be undertaken to identify sufficient
transportation infrastructure to connect Waterloo Region, Wellington County and the City of Guelph
to the GTA.
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GO Rail Service Expansion
MTO’s analysis included transit expansions that were recommended by Metrolinx in The Big Move.
The Big Move includes enhanced service to Kitchener-Waterloo along the Georgetown Line to eight
trains per day, but does not include extended service to Cambridge along the Milton Line in the short
term. These service expansions should be prioritised to help to reduce travel demand along
Highway 401.
GTA West Corridor Alignment to Guelph
The study previously examined a highway alignment alternative that would end near the City of
Guelph, which could provide the following benefits to the Region:
Improved connection to/from the GTA via the new Highway 7
Improved access to highways that would support the creation of industrial employment
Transportation system redundancy that would improve emergency management.
The inter-regional transportation planning initiative, which will be complete before detailed planning
of highway widening and new corridors is to start in the medium term, can provide additional
information to help select and protect the optimal corridor for the western portion of the study area. It
would be premature to decide the western terminus of the GTA West Corridor until the inter-regional
study is complete. This need not delay planning of the eastern portion of the corridor between
Brampton and Vaughan, since this is common across all alternatives.
Next Steps
MTO will review public comments and identify a Recommended Transportation Development
Strategy. A report on the strategy is scheduled to be released in the Fall 2012.
Area Municipal Consultation/Coordination
All Area Municipalities in the Region of Waterloo have received a copy of this report.
CORPORATE STRATEGIC PLAN:
This report advances Strategic Objectives 2.2 (Develop, optimize and maintain infrastructure to
meet current and projected needs) and 3.4 (Encourage improvements to intercity transportation
services to and from Waterloo Region).
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
NIL
OTHER DEPARTMENT CONSULTATIONS / CONCURRENCE:
NIL
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 – GTA West Corridor in Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe
Attachment 2 – GTA West Corridor Preliminary Route Planning Study Area
Attachment 3 – Highway 401 Residual Capacity in Milton Area
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PREPARED BY: Geoffrey Keyworth, Senior Transportation Planning Engineer
APPROVED BY: Rob Horne, Commissioner of Planning, Housing and Community Services
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ATTACHMENT 1 – GTA WEST CORRIDOR AND GROWTH PLAN FOR THE GREATER GOLDEN
HORSESHOE
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ATTACHMENT 2 – GTA WEST CORRIDOR PRELIMARY ROUTE PLANNING STUDY AREA
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Highway 407

Halton Regional
Road 25

James Snow
Parkway

Proposed GTA
West Corridor

ATTACHMENT 3 – HIGHWAY 401 RESIDUAL CAPACITY IN MILTON AREA
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November 16, 2012
Mr. Peter Fay
City Clerk
City Clerk’s Office
City of Brampton
2 Wellington Street West
Brampton, ON L6Y 4R2

Dear Mr. Fay:
RE:

GTA West Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment (EA) Study
Release of Final Transportation Development Strategy Report

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) initiated Stage 1 of a formal Environmental Assessment (EA) Study for the
GTA West Corridor. The purpose of the study is to proactively plan for future infrastructure needs by examining long-term
transportation problems and opportunities to the year 2031 and consider options to provide better movement of both
people and goods between urban areas in the GTA West Corridor Preliminary Study Area, including designated Urban
Growth Centres.
The MTO released the GTA West draft Transportation Development Strategy Report in March 2011. In response to input
received on the draft Strategy, MTO carried out additional analysis and consultation to further examine the
recommendations for inter-regional transportation improvements in the Halton area and update the Preliminary Route
Planning Study Area throughout.
The Transportation Development Strategy Report has been finalized, following the additional analysis and consultation in
the Halton area and study area revisions elsewhere. The report explains and documents the planning process followed in
Stage 1 of the GTA West Planning and EA Study in developing the Transportation Development Strategy, including the
assessment and evaluation of the area transportation system alternatives and a recommendation for the preferred
alternative to be carried forward to Stage 2.
The final report, executive summary and appendices are now available on the study website (www.gta-west.com) and can
also be reviewed at the attached list of local libraries and clerks offices beginning November 16, 2012. The report will be
available for a 45 day public and stakeholder review period. We invite you to provide your feedback on the released
Strategy report. All comments received during the review period will be documented as input to Stage Two of the EA.
Written comments can be provided on the project website at http://www.gta-west.com/comment-form.php or email to:
project_team@gta-west.com.
The final Strategy report incorporates and reflects input from many individuals and stakeholders the Study Team has
received since the release of the draft Strategy Report in March 2011 and the results of the additional analysis in the
Halton area in June 2012.
We thank you for your input and participation in this study. In particular, we would like to thank you for forwarding City of
Brampton’s staff comments dated August 3, 2012 regarding the GTA West Corridor Study.
We have noted and understand Brampton’s concerns with respect to impacts to development applications in the GTA
West Corridor study area. MTO and the Project Team have been in discussions with Brampton through a number of
meetings and will continue to work with the City collaboratively to address those issues as the study progresses.

With the completion of the Stage 1 EA, the MTO will move forward to implement various recommendations, including
identifying the specific route for the new highway in the next Stage of the EA which is anticipated to begin in late 2013.
An updated Preliminary Route Planning Study Area is included in the final Strategy report which will provide a starting
point for the Stage 2 EA.
It would be appreciated if you could distribute this letter to Brampton Council as an information item.
Should you require further information, please feel free to contact Mr. Jin Wang, MTO Project Coordinator at (416) 5857246 or Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng., Consultant Project Manager at (905) 823-8500.

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance.
Sincerely,

_________________________
Mr. Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Provincial Planning Office
Ontario Ministry of Transportation
Attach.

cc: Henrik Zbogar, City of Brampton (via email)
David Kuperman, City of Brampton (via email)
John Corbett, City of Brampton (via email)
Janice Given, City of Brampton (via email)
Chris Duyvestyn, City of Brampton (via email)
David Waters, City of Brampton (via email)
Marta Roias, City of Brampton (via email)

_________________________
Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin, A Member of MMM Group Ltd.

MEDIA RELEASE: Friday, August 10, 2012, 4:30 p.m.

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF WATERLOO
PLANNING AND WORKS COMMITTEE
AGENDA
Note Time
Change →

Tuesday, August 14, 2012
12:30 P.M.
Regional Council Chamber
150 Frederick Street, Kitchener, Ontario

1.

MOTION TO RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION

2.

DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST UNDER THE MUNICIPAL
CONFLICT OF INTEREST ACT

3.

DELEGATIONS (1:00 P.M.)

a)

Shane Mulligan, Local Initiative for Future Energy Co-operative Re: Request for
Council`s support for renewable energy projects under the feed-in Tariff
1

4.

REPORTS – TRANSPORTATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

a)

CR-RS-12-048, Authorization to Expropriate Lands (2nd Report) for Weber Street 15
West Grade Separation and Road Improvements (College Street to Guelph
Street), in the City of Kitchener

b)

E-12-073, Consultant Selection – Preliminary Design, Detailed Design and 20
Construction Administration and Inspection Services, Bridge Street
Reconstruction, University Avenue to Woolwich Street, City of Waterloo and City
of Kitchener

c)

E-12-079, Consultant Selection – Preliminary Design, Detailed Design and 27
Construction Administration and Inspection Services, Reconstruction of St.
Andrews Street (Grand Avenue Southerly to Cambridge Boundary) and Cedar
Street (Osborne Street Westerly to Cambridge Boundary), City of Cambridge

d)

E-12-080, Concrete Coating Systems for Regional Bridges - Research and 35
Testing Results
RAPID TRANSIT

e)

CR-RS-12-049, Authorization to Expropriate Lands (2nd Report) with respect to 48
Phase 1 of Rapid Transit Project Stage 1 for Property and Interests on King
Street South from John Street in the City of Waterloo to King Street West at
Victoria Street in the City of Kitchener
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f)

CR-RS-12-051, Authorization to Expropriate Lands (1st Report) Designated as 54
Phase II of Stage 1 of the Rapid Transit Project relating to Property and Interests
from Eby Street South between Charles Street East and King Street East in the
City of Kitchener to Borden Avenue South and Ottawa Street South in the City of
Kitchener

g)

CR-RS-12-054, Rapid Transit Project – RFP 2012-023 – Retainer of External 62
Counsel

h)

E-12-082, Region of Waterloo Rapid Transit Project: Infrastructure Ontario

66

WATER
i)

E-12-054, Kitchener WWTP Upgrades – Municipal Class Environmental 98
Assessment Study

j)

E-12-075, Draft Source Protection Policies for the Source Protection Committee 102
(staff presentation) (2 Attachments distributed separately to Councillors and
Senior Staff only)

k)

E-12-078, Biosolids Heat Drying Facility and P3 Canada Fund

118

REPORTS - PLANNING, HOUSING AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
COMMUNITY PLANNING
l)

P-12-076, King And Victoria Multimodal Hub - Progress Report

124

m)

P-12-092, Monthly Report of Development Activity for June 2012

135

COMMUNITY SERVICES
n)

P-12-079, Implementation Guideline for Cultural
Conservation – Public Consultation on First Draft

Heritage

Landscape 139

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
o)

P-12-089, Greater Toronto Area (GTA) West Corridor – Update

176

p)

P-12-090, Commuter Challenge 2012 Results

183

5.

INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE

a)

Memo Re: Victoria Street Improvements from Edna to Bruce Street, City of
Kitchener – Public Input Meeting for Preferred Design Concept

6.

OTHER BUSINESS

a)

Council Enquiries and Requests for Information Tracking List

7.

NEXT MEETING – September 11, 2012

8.

ADJOURN
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189
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MEETINGS
Date
Time
Planning and Works Committee
Sep. 11, 2012
1:00 P.M.

Sep. 25, 2012

1:00 P.M.

Description
Planning and Works
Committee

Planning and Works
Committee

Planning, Housing and Community Services
Transportation and Environmental Services

1144994

Location
Council Chamber
2nd Floor, Regional
Administration Building
150 Frederick Street
Kitchener, Ontario
Council Chamber
2nd Floor, Regional
Administration Building
150 Frederick Street
Kitchener, Ontario

Report: P-12-089

REGION OF WATERLOO
PLANNING, HOUSING AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
Transportation Planning
TO:

Chair Jim Wideman and Members of the Planning and Works Committee

DATE:

August 14, 2012

SUBJECT:

GREATER TORONTO AREA WEST CORRIDOR – UPDATE

FILE CODE: D09-30/GTAWC

RECOMMENDATIONS:
THAT the Regional Municipality of Waterloo advise the Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO)
that the Draft Transportation Development Strategy for the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) West
Corridor will not provide sufficient infrastructure for the long term to connect Waterloo Region,
Wellington County and the City of Guelph to the Greater Toronto Area, as described in Report No.
P-12-089, dated August 14, 2012;
THAT the Regional Municipality of Waterloo support the Group 1 (Optimize Existing Networks) and
Group 2 (New/Expanded Non-Road Infrastructure) elements of the Draft Transportation
Development Strategy for the GTA West Corridor;
THAT the Regional Municipality of Waterloo formally request MTO to confirm the Region of
Waterloo’s participation in the forthcoming Provincial Active Traffic Management Study;
THAT the Regional Municipality of Waterloo request MTO to defer its decision on the western
portion of the final transportation network until the completion of the Waterloo-Wellington-Brant
inter-regional transportation planning initiative;
THAT the Regional Municipality of Waterloo request MTO to prioritise enhancement of the GO Rail
service to Kitchener-Waterloo, and the extension of service to Cambridge, to reduce travel demand
on Highway 401;
THAT MTO be requested to provide a formal response to the concerns expressed by Region of
Waterloo Council, as described in this report;
AND THAT this report be circulated to the Minister of Transportation, all area Members of Provincial
Parliament, and to the City of Guelph and the County of Wellington.
SUMMARY:
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has been undertaking an Environmental Assessment
for the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) West Corridor to accommodate increased transportation
demand because of projected population and employment growth in Southern Ontario. A Public
Information Centre in June 2012 described the results of a route planning study that identified the
preferred alignment of the new highway corridor. The alignment would connect with the Highway
401/407 interchange east of Milton, and would also require widening of Highway 401 to 12 lanes
west to Halton Regional Road 25.
The GTA West Corridor is anticipated to be constructed by 2027 or later. Highway 401 west of the
GTA Corridor is expected to reach capacity shortly after 2031. A longer term analysis beyond 2031
should be undertaken to identify sufficient transportation infrastructure to connect Waterloo Region,
1203872
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Wellington County and the City of Guelph to the GTA. The Region is working with MTO on an interregional transportation planning initiative. It would be premature to make a final decision on the GTA
West Corridor terminus until the inter-regional transportation planning initiative is complete.
REPORT:
Background
Since 2007, the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has undertaken an Environmental Assessment to
study the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) West Corridor. Attachment 1 shows the project in context with
other MTO initiatives. In March 2011, MTO released the Draft Transportation Development Strategy
that describes short term (0-5 years), medium term (5-15 years) and long term (15-25 years)
elements, as follows:
Short Term: Transportation system efficiency improvements, Transportation Demand
Management programs, and public transit improvements
Medium Term: Detailed studies of highway widening and new corridors
Long Term: Construction of widened highways/new corridors identified in the medium term
The strategy determined that existing highways, including Highway 401, need to be widened, and a
new corridor north of Highway 401 needs to be built. This new corridor would connect Highway 400
in the north of Vaughan to Highway 401 in the Milton area. However, MTO was unable to determine
the best connection location to Highway 401 at that time. MTO recommended a route planning study
to evaluate the implications of the new corridor connection locations.
In Report P-11-054 (May 24, 2011), Regional Council endorsed the Transportation Development
Strategy and requested participation in an upcoming Provincial Active Traffic Management Study
that will examine some of the short term elements noted above. Regional staff also recommended
that MTO consider a planning horizon for the new corridor alternatives beyond 2031.
MTO presented the results of the route planning study at a Public Information Centre in June 2012.
The study recommended that the western limit of the GTA West Corridor should end at the Highway
401/407 interchange, to the east of Milton. To accommodate east-west traffic across Milton,
Highway 401 would need to be widened to 12 lanes, including two high occupancy vehicle lanes
(Attachment 2). The project team found that this alternative would provide the best combination of
benefits and impacts to transportation, community, agriculture, the natural environment, the cultural
environments, the economy and road constructability/cost.
Separately, the Region has also been working with MTO, the Cities of Brantford and Guelph, and
Brant and Wellington Counties on an inter-regional transportation planning initiative. This study will
be a comprehensive review of all proposed transportation initiatives in the study area, including but
not limited to the Niagara – GTA Corridor, the GTA West Corridor, the Brantford to Cambridge
Transportation Corridor, improvements to Highway 6 and GO Transit expansions. Determining the
network benefits and impacts of these facilities on an individual basis is a challenge. The data
collection phase of the initiative is almost complete and the study itself should be complete by spring
2015.
Analysis
The transportation development strategy sets the earliest possible completion of the new highway
corridor at 2027 (i.e. 15 years from now). It would therefore be prudent to examine the implications
of growth beyond the 2031 planning horizon. During the route planning study, the residual capacity
of the proposed 12-lane Highway 401 was assessed against a range of demand scenarios beyond
1203872
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2031. A “Volume/Capacity ratio” of 1.0 indicates operation at capacity, and the 12-lane Highway 401
alternative west of the GTA West Corridor would be operating at ratios of 0.88 – 1.11 by 2031
(Attachment 3). The Region would still be dependent on a congested single 400-series highway to
connect to the GTA. Longer term analysis beyond 2031 should be undertaken to identify sufficient
transportation infrastructure to connect Waterloo Region, Wellington County and the City of Guelph
to the GTA.
GO Rail Service Expansion
MTO’s analysis included transit expansions that were recommended by Metrolinx in The Big Move.
The Big Move includes enhanced service to Kitchener-Waterloo along the Georgetown Line to eight
trains per day, but does not include extended service to Cambridge along the Milton Line in the short
term. These service expansions should be prioritised to help to reduce travel demand along
Highway 401.
GTA West Corridor Alignment to Guelph
The study previously examined a highway alignment alternative that would end near the City of
Guelph, which could provide the following benefits to the Region:
Improved connection to/from the GTA via the new Highway 7
Improved access to highways that would support the creation of industrial employment
Transportation system redundancy that would improve emergency management.
The inter-regional transportation planning initiative, which will be complete before detailed planning
of highway widening and new corridors is to start in the medium term, can provide additional
information to help select and protect the optimal corridor for the western portion of the study area. It
would be premature to decide the western terminus of the GTA West Corridor until the inter-regional
study is complete. This need not delay planning of the eastern portion of the corridor between
Brampton and Vaughan, since this is common across all alternatives.
Next Steps
MTO will review public comments and identify a Recommended Transportation Development
Strategy. A report on the strategy is scheduled to be released in the Fall 2012.
Area Municipal Consultation/Coordination
All Area Municipalities in the Region of Waterloo have received a copy of this report.
CORPORATE STRATEGIC PLAN:
This report advances Strategic Objectives 2.2 (Develop, optimize and maintain infrastructure to
meet current and projected needs) and 3.4 (Encourage improvements to intercity transportation
services to and from Waterloo Region).
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
NIL
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OTHER DEPARTMENT CONSULTATIONS/CONCURRENCE:
NIL
ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment 1 – GTA West Corridor in Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe
Attachment 2 – GTA West Corridor Preliminary Route Planning Study Area
Attachment 3 – Highway 401 Residual Capacity in Milton Area
PREPARED BY: Geoffrey Keyworth, Senior Transportation Planning Engineer
APPROVED BY: Rob Horne, Commissioner of Planning, Housing and Community Services
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ATTACHMENT 1 – GTA WEST CORRIDOR AND GROWTH PLAN FOR THE GREATER GOLDEN
HORSESHOE
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November 16, 2012
Ms. Kris Fletcher
Regional Clerk
Region of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 2nd Floor
Kitchener, ON N2G 4J3

Dear Ms. Fletcher:
RE:

GTA West Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment (EA) Study
Release of Final Transportation Development Strategy Report

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) initiated Stage 1 of a formal Environmental Assessment (EA) Study for the
GTA West Corridor. The purpose of the study is to proactively plan for future infrastructure needs by examining long-term
transportation problems and opportunities to the year 2031 and consider options to provide better movement of both
people and goods between urban areas in the GTA West Corridor Preliminary Study Area, including designated Urban
Growth Centres.
The MTO released the GTA West draft Transportation Development Strategy Report in March 2011. In response to input
received on the draft Strategy, MTO carried out additional analysis and consultation to further examine the
recommendations for inter-regional transportation improvements in the Halton area and update the Preliminary Route
Planning Study Area throughout.
The Transportation Development Strategy Report has been finalized, following the additional analysis and consultation in
the Halton area and study area revisions elsewhere. The report explains and documents the planning process followed in
Stage 1 of the GTA West Planning and EA Study in developing the Transportation Development Strategy, including the
assessment and evaluation of the area transportation system alternatives and a recommendation for the preferred
alternative to be carried forward to Stage 2.
The final report, executive summary and appendices are now available on the study website (www.gta-west.com) and can
also be reviewed at the attached list of local libraries and clerks offices beginning November 16, 2012. The report will be
available for a 45 day public and stakeholder review period. We invite you to provide your feedback on the released
Strategy report. All comments received during the review period will be documented as input to Stage Two of the EA.
Written comments can be provided on the project website at http://www.gta-west.com/comment-form.php or email to:
project_team@gta-west.com.
The final Strategy report incorporates and reflects input from many individuals and stakeholders the Study Team has
received since the release of the draft Strategy Report in March 2011 and the results of the additional analysis in the
Halton area in June 2012.
We thank you for your input and participation in this study. In particular, we would like to thank you for forwarding
providing Region of Waterloo’s staff report on August 14, 2012 regarding the GTA West Corridor Study.
We have noted and appreciate the Region’s support of the Group 1 and 2 elements of the draft Strategy. The finalized
Strategy includes a recommendation for a multimodal area-wide study in the Waterloo/Wellington/Brantford area to
explore potential for inter-regional transit service improvements west of the GTA. We believe that this study can be
coordinated with the other recommendations in the Strategy, and will provide a good opportunity to discuss and address

the issues raised by the Region such as enhancement of the GO Rail service to Kitchener-Waterloo and the extension of
service to Cambridge.
With the completion of the Stage 1 EA, the MTO will move forward to implement various recommendations, including
identifying the specific route for the new highway in the next Stage of the EA which is anticipated to begin in late 2013.
It would be appreciated if you could distribute this letter to the Waterloo Regional Council as an information item.
Should you require further information, please feel free to contact Mr. Jin Wang, MTO Project Coordinator at (416) 5857246 or Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng., Consultant Project Manager at (905) 823-8500.

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance.
Sincerely,

_________________________
Mr. Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Provincial Planning Office
Ontario Ministry of Transportation
Attach.

cc: Geoff Keyworth, Region of Waterloo (via email)
Paula Sawicki, Region of Waterloo (via email)

_________________________
Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin, A Member of MMM Group Ltd.

Town of Milton
150 Mary Street
Milton, Ontario
L9T 6Z5
Phone 905-878-7252
Fax 905-876-5022
www.milton.ca

McCORMICK: RANKIN
CORPORATION

AUG 2 1 2012
MISSISSAUGA OFFICE

August 17, 2012
Mitch Zamojc
Commissioner of Public Works
Regional Municipality of Halton
1151 Bronte Road
Oakville, ON L6M 3L 1
Dear Mr. Zamojc:
RE:

GTA-West Transportation Corridor Update and Information Report: Further
Analysis within Halton Region

Please be advised that Milton Council, at their meeting held on August 13, 2012,
considered the aforementioned topic and subsequent to discussion, the following was
resolved:

THAT Report PD-041-12, with respect to the GTA West Transportation Corridor, be
received for information;
AND THAT staff be directed to continue to be involved with the GTA West
Transportation Corridor study by providing input on and monitoring the progress
of the study;
AND FURTHER THAT a copy of Report PD-041-12, together with the Council
Resolution, be forwarded to the Region of Halton, the Ministry of Transportation,
and the Project Manager for the GTA West Transportation Corridor Study.
As per the above resolution, please accept a copy of this report for your information and
consideration.
Yours very truly

g~
Brett Stein
Legislative Administrator
Executive Services Department
c.c.

/bs
Enel. 1

Ministry of Transportation
Project Manager, Study Team

The Corporation of the
TOWN OF MILTON
Report to:

Mayor G.A. Krantz & Members of Council

From:

M. Paul Cripps, P.Eng., Director, Engineering Services
W.F. Mann, Director of Planning and Development

Date:

August 13, 2012

Report No.

PD-041-12

Subject:

GTA-West Transportation Corridor Update and Information Report:
Further Analysis within Halton Region

RECOMMENDATION:

THAT Report PD-041-12, with respect to the GTA West
Transportation Corridor, be received for information;
AND THAT staff be directed to continue to be involved with the
GTA West Transportation Corridor study by providing input on
and monitoring the progress of the study;
AND FURTHER THAT a copy of Report PD-041-12, together
with the Council Resolution, be forwarded to the Region of
Halton, the Ministry of Transportation, and the Project
Manager for the GTA West Transportation Corridor Study.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
As Mayor and Council will remember, staff provided report PD-033-12 on June 11, 2012
detailing the information presented by the GTA West Transportation Corridor Study
Team to Town staff on June 1, 2012. The GTA West Transportation Corridor study team
had undertaken further study in the Halton area based on feedback from the preferred
alternative presented in the Transportation Draft Strategy Report (TDSR). Report PD033-12 outlined staffs concerns regarding the conclusion presented at the June 1, 2012
meeting. Staff has since met with the Study Team to discuss the concerns outlined in
Report PD-033-12, and the Study Team has provided a response letter to the same
report (attached as Appendix A).

REPORT
Background
As Mayor and Council will remember, staff provided report PD-033-12 on June 11, 2012
detailing the information presented by the GTA West Transportation Corridor Study
Team to staff on June 1, 2012. Previously, staff brought report PD-04 7-11 to Council
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which provided staffs recommendations based on the TDSR which was released in
2011. This report was preceded by information report PD-030-11 in May of 2011.
Report PD-033-12 outlined the information presented to staff at the GTA-West
Municipal meeting held on June 1, 2012, as well as the concerns staff had regarding the
information presented. The presentation gave an overview of the additional analysis
done within Halton Region following the release of the TDSR. This analysis focussed on
the originally proposed alternative 4-2 and the preferred alternative, a hybrid of
alternatives 4-2 and 4-3, which was a result of the TDSR. Respectively, these have
been called "Further Highway 401 Widening" and "New Corridor" by the study team. In
report PD-047-11, staff recommended support for the "new corridor" based on the
analysis of the information provided by the study team.
Mayor and Council may remember that members of the GTA-West study team made a
presentation at the Community Services Standing Committee meeting on June 11,
2012, when Report PD-033-12 was taken, and presented the following conclusion:
"Given that considerably more social and environmental impacts would be
expected with a new corridor through Halton Hills and that the Highway 401
alternative at 12 lanes will provide the essential transportation needs to 2031,
it is recognized that further Highwav 401 widening to 12 lanes through Halton
will provide the best balance of benefits and impacts and is therefore
preferred based on the additional analysis.
11

As staff did not have the opportunity to review or evaluate the information and details to
ensure the Town's interests are protected prior to writing Report PD-033-12, Town staff
remained concerned with widening Highway 401 to a 12 lane core-collector system.
Discussion

Following the presentation of report PD-033-12 on June 11, 2012, Town staff met with
the GTA West Study Team to discuss staffs concerns, as outlined in PD-033-12, and
the study team's findings. Staff was directed to contact the Study Team if any other
concerns or questions were raised. Subsequent to the meeting, staff received a letter
from the Study Team outlining responses to each of the concerns from report PD-03312, dated July 12, 2012. This letter is attached to this report as Appendix A.
1. Staff has since reviewed the letter in concert with the PIC boards mentioned
within the study team's response. Council members may view the PIC boards
electronically
at
http://www.gta-west.com/consultation.html.
Since
this
information, which is slightly more detailed, was provided to staff after report PD033-12 was brought to Council in June, staff have taken the opportunity to
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provide comments in the order that the concerns appear within the response
letter.
2. Although a "reasoned argument" approach was used to identify a preferred
option from the alternatives originally presented, staff remains of the opinion that
a sensitivity analysis should still be undertaken at the appropriate pOint within the
Environmental Assessment process. This analysis may then be used to provide
further information to either support the preferred option or outline why an
alternative route should be used.
3. Following the meeting with the Study Team on June 21, staff provided a list of
landowners affected by the widening to the Chamber of Commerce to ensure
that a meeting between the landowners and the study team could be set up. At
the time this report was written, the meeting was still in the organizational stages.
4. As with the more detailed information regarding the preferred alternative
selection, Town staff was given a copy of the Air Quality report completed
together by ROWI Air Inc., dated April 3,2012, for review after report PO-033-12
was brought to Council. As indicated within the response letter from the Study
Team, the report indicated that the "area of influence for air quality impacts will
decrease as transportation improvements are made".
5. With regard to the stormwater management features, the Study Team response
letter indicates that the additional two lanes between Regional Road 25 and
James Snow Parkway may not be treated by stormwater management ponds.
Although the letter indicates that this may result in not requiring new stormwater
ponds for that area, staff is curious how the extra pavement will be dealt with and
requests clarification on the "may not be treated" statement within the response
letter.
6. The Study Team response letter indicates that there will, most likely, be no
impact on the stream containing an endangered species that staff mentioned in
Report PO-033-12. Staff is of the opinion that, regardless of the potential impact,
the stream should have been mentioned, especially since the response letter
only mentions a widening to 12 lanes. Staff is satisfied that the appropriate
permitting process will be followed should mitigation be deemed necessary,
however the Town of Milton will expect to be notified should the work require the
mentioned mitigation.
7. The commitment made within the response letter by the Province to assist in the
relocation of employment lands satisfies staff with regard to this concern.
However, it should be mentioned that staff found it interesting that, according to
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the PIC boards, the lands affected by a widening can be relocated, yet those
affected by the proposed new corridor could not.
8. As indicated in Report PD-033-12, staff is concerned that once the highway is
widened, a second version of this study will be required to be completed once
again as this study only deals with numbers to 2031. This concern is supported
by statements where the study team has indicated that there is "Limited flexibility
for future expansion" and that "a 12 lane 401 would be at/over capacity by 2031
or just beyond'.
At the Committee meeting on June 11, 2012, the Study team noted that they
could not plan beyond 2031 as the numbers for residents and employment were
not available yet. Town staff do not agree with this assessment as staff is of the
opinion that transportation infrastructure, be it roads, transit, or sidewalks, should
not be planned and built so as to be at capacity at the end of the current planning
horizon. The current estimates should be used to create infrastructure that will
still have capacity at the end of the planning horizon. This is the opportunity to
find the option that will take on growth past the current estimates and better plan
so that this situation is not occurring again in the near future. Further, staff
believe that infrastructure with the potential for future expansion to accommodate
growth beyond 2031 should be ranked higher in the process.
9. Further to the above point, the Study Team indicated that the core-collector
system proposed within the widening in Milton would provide a similar level of
redundancy to the new corridor. However, staff remains concerned with this
approach due to the current state of the core-collector system that runs through
Toronto.
10. Staff does not agree with the rationale provided to support widening Highway 401
as a response to concern 10 in the Study Team's letter. As with point 8 in this
report, this study provides the opportunity to plan for past the planning horizon.
11. Although the study team provided responses, staff remains concerned regarding
the proposed retaining walls that would be required as a result of widening
Highway 401 to 12 lanes.
12. The costs mentioned in the response letter from the Study Team are as follows,
as per the PIC boards given to staff:
• In dollar value, on a twelve lane 401, the cost of travel time delay due to
incidence is approximately $51 million. Comparatively, the same cost
for the new corridor is $40 million.
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On an annual basis, the cost of travel time delay on the 12 lane 401 is
over $700 million, more than either the new corridor or the option to
widen the 401 to 14 lanes.
The cost of construction delay to widen the 401 to twelve lanes is
approximately $28 million, while the same cost for the new corridor is
$17 million. This cost is in addition to the cost to construct the
infrastructure itself.

13.As per the Study Team response letter, there will be no impact on the Tremaine
Road interchange.
14. The Study Team indicates that the Province will process each application that
falls within the study's area of influence in a timely manner.
As indicated, the above constitutes staffs responses and outstanding concerns as a
result of the response letter, dated July 12, 2012, from the GTA West Study Team. Staff
will continue to monitor the status and progress of the study and will provide updates to
Council as information becomes available.

Relationship to the Strategic Plan
Report PD-041-12 supports the following Strategic Plan goals:
• Well managed growth, well planned spaces;
• A safe, liveable and healthy community;
• A diverse and sustainable economy;
• A thriving natural environment.

Financial Impact
There is no financial impact from Report No. PD-041-12 at this time.

Respectfully submitted,

W.F. Mann, MCIP, RPP, OALA, RPF
Director of Planning and Development

M. Paul Cripps, P.Eng.
Director, Engineering Services

SJ
If you have any questions on the content of this report: Stephanie Jarvis, ext. 2567
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Appendix A: Response letter from the GTA West Study Team to Town
staff, dated July 12, 2012. (5 pages).
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July 12, 2012

Mr. Paul Cripps, P. Eng.
Director, Engineering Services
Town of Milton
150 Mary Street
Milton, ON L9T 6Z5
Mr. W. F. Mann
Director of Planning and Development
Town of Milton
150 Mary Street
Milton, ON L9T 6Z5

Dear Mr. Cripps and Mr. Mann:
Re:

GTA West CorrIdor Environmental Assessment Study
Response to June 11. 2012 Report No. PD-033·12

The following letter outlines responses to the questions I concerns outlined by Town of Milton staff in the June 11, 2012
Report No. PO-033-12 to the Community Services Standing Committee. A meeting with Town staff was held on June 21,
2012 to discuss the report and questions I concerns raised by Mr. Cripps. This letter provides further written responses to
the comments and concerns raised and the GTA West Project Team looks forward to continued Town support in this
study . .

1. Staff has not had the opportunity to review the detailed information resulting from the further analysis and
therefore have concerns stemming from the overview presentation on June 1, 2012.
Public Information Centres (PICs) were held on June 12 (Georgetown) and June 14 (Milton). The materials presented at
the June 1, 2012 Municipal Meeting were updated and incorporated into the PIC displays, which contain further depth and
detailed information. In addition, detailed evaluation tables were made available at the reference table at the PICs.
A meeting with Town staff was held on June 21 to review technical details related to the analyses and to discuss issues
Town staff may have. Copies of the PIC displays (hardcopy and digital) were provided to Town staff on June 21 for their
reference. An additional copy of the PIC displays has been provided in Attachment A. The PIC displays have been
available on the project website Cwww.gtawest.com) since June 12.

2. A sensitivity analysis, based on the factors used for further analysis, does not appear to have been done.
There ;s no Indication of the weighting of the specmc analysis areas which greatly concerns staff.
A range of alternatives was considered for both the New Corridor and for the Highway 401 Widening alternatives to
establish potential benefits and impacts. The Project Team used a ureasoned argument" approach to assess the
advantage and disadvantages in each factor group and identified the preferred altemative that would provide a balanced
solution In addressing transportation needs to 2031 taking into consideration trade-offs between social enVironment,
cultural environment, natural environment, transportation, economy, road deSign, constructability and cost The reasoned
argument approach compares the differences in net effects and provides a clear rationale for the selection of the preferred
alternative. The rationale ("trade-offs") that favours one alternative over aU others was derived from the following sources:
•
•

Government legislation, policies and guidelines;
Municipal policy (e.g. approved Official Plans);
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First Nation's issue and concerns;
Public, Agencies, Consultation Groups, and other stakeholder Issues and concerns; and,
Project Team (staff from MTO and their Consultants) expertise.

Numerical weighting was not assigned in the evaluation, as Is typical at this stage of an Individual EA process.

3. There are direct Impacts to approximately 20 to 30 businesses. Staff does not know to what extent the
businesses will be impacted, whether It is minor or major; nor whether there will be mitigation. Staff is unsure
whether these affected businesses have been fully engaged In the process.
No commercial buildings are expected to be displaced as part of the widening of Highway 401 to 12 lanes based on
preliminary work to date. Most of the impacts to business properties are expected to be ·sliver impacts· along Highway
401 of 2 to 5 metres. These sliver impacts are not likely to displace buildings, parking or affect fire routes. Specific
business impacts would not typically be identified during this stage of an EA study. In some cases, the Project Team has
identified areas where retaining walis could reduce impacts to business properties and public infrastructure (\.e., avoid
relocation of Boston Church Road).
Businesses adjacent to Highway 401 through Halton have been notified of the study process, including the additional work
and June 2012 PICs. through bulk mail distribution of notification via Canada Post. A meeting with the Milton Chamber of
Commerce was held on January 23,2012 where business representatives attended. There will be ongOing consultation
during Stage 2 of the EA Study and during the proposed Class EA Study for the further widening of Highway 401.
The Milton Chamber of Commerce was contacted on June 25 to arrange a meeting with the Chamber, Town, Highway
401 businesses and the Project Team, to discuss the study and possible future impacts. Plans for this meeting are
ongoing.

4. The air quality result for a 12 lane core-collector system through Milton has not been detailed to a satisfactory
level for staff to evaluate. The presentation to Municipal Representatives only indicates a "potential impact". With
the advent of smog days and regular air quality advisories. staff is of the opinion that It is prudent to complete a
study and provide the results for evaluation.
A technical memo was prepared regarding the air quality and noise assessment which was provided to Town staff at the
June 21 meeting for review. A copy of the technical memo has been provided once more in Attachment B.
2031 forecast traffic was used for the air quality assessment The technical memo includes a table summarizing the
predicted zones of influence by contaminants, background air quality conditions, and traffic volumes used for the air
quality assessment. Using the predicted zones of influence, the number of residences that may experience air quality
impacts was Identified. The memo Indicates that the area of influence for air quality Impacts will decrease as
transportation improvements are made by widening Highway 401 - which confirms that the base case scenario (i.e., no
further widening) is worse than either the 12 or 14 lane widening scenarios, from an air quality perspective.

5. The study team has indicated that the use of natural design features for stonnwater management would be
difficult to accommodate with a widening to 12 lanes. Exact alternatives have not been communicated at this time
and staff require the opportunity to review these altematlves prior to providing comments.
Designs of stormwater management facilities will be considered during preliminary design as part of the proposed Class
EA Study for the further widening of Highway 401. For the purpose of the additional analysis carried out as part of the
GTA West EA, some typical treatments such as swales and ponds were considered in the context of available lands.
Stormwater management requirements for the further widening of Highway 401 to 12-lanes between Regional Road 25
and James Snow Parkway were analyzed in context of the base scenario recommendations for stormwater management
for 10 lanes from Regional Road 25 to James Snow Parkway, and 12 lanes from James Snow Parkway to Trafalgar
Road. The additional 2 lanes between Regional Road 25 and James Snow Parkway will likely result in a minor increase
in pavement area which may not be treated by stormwater management ponds. Therefore, pending approval by

URS

A:COM

~eCOPlans

Report PD-041-12 Appendix A
Page 3 of5
~

tTo Ontario
:>

.... a",", f .... west:

._ _ •• ~~_.-r'- . ___/

appropriate regulatory agencies. it is likely that no new stormwater ponds will be required between Regional Road 25 and
James Snow Parkway. Respective agencies and municipalities would be consulted during the proposed Class EA Study
for the further Highway 401 widening.
.

6. In the presentation made to staff, there was no mention of the stream located just west the Highway 401 and
RR25 Interchange. This stream has been noted. In past study presentations. to have habitat of an Endangered
Species. namely Red Side Dace. Based on the information presented June 1. staff is unsure what the status of
this stream is or how it will be Impacted by a widening of Highway 401 to 12 lanes.
Preliminary design will be carried out as part the proposed Class EA Study in consultation with MNR and Conservation
Halton. It is not antiCipated that the watercourse will be Impacted because Highway 401 will be 10 lanes (not 12) west of
RR 25. Mitigation is anticipated to be possible and so construction of 12 lanes appears to be feasible. Endangered
Species and Species at Risk will be dealt with as per current permitting requirements during future design phases.

7. With a widening to 12 lanes, 60 to 90 hectares of employment lands would need to be relocated due to impacts.
Staffneed further Information to evaluate the feasibility and any Impact of the potential relocation on the
sunoundlng land uses.
Town I Region action Is required to establish any options that may exist. At an earlier meeting with Milton staff, the
Province indicated that it would support replacement of employment lands consumed by the proposed transportation
corridor and Interchange. The Province would likely be open to new land designations as compensation for lost
employment lands subject to appropriate justification and planning approvals. Please note that most of the 60 to 90
hectares of impacted employment lands are located in the Town of Halton Hills.

8. The analysis completed indicates that widening the 401 to 12 lanes meets requirements up to 2031 but not
beyond. Staff is concerned that once th~ highway Is widened, a second version of this study will be required to
be completed once again as this current solution does not solve the problem Identified. This concern is
supported by a further statement. within the context of Road DeslgnIConstructabi/ity. where the study team has
indicated that there is "Umited flexibility for future expansion". In a presentation to Municipal Representatives on
March 8. 2012. the study team indicated that "a 12 lane 401 would be atlover capacity by 2031 or Just beyond" In
the identified sections. A copy of the slide from the March 8. 2012 presentation is attached to this report as
Append/xC.
Widening Highway 401 to 12 lanes meets the transportation demand up to year 2031 based on the projected population
and employment growth figures available to date and Is consistent with the GTA West EA Terms of Reference which
mandates to identify transportation needs to 2031. The currently available population and employment projections for
2031 used as part of the GTA West Study are consIstent with the distribution identified in the local municipal plans.
Information at this level of detail allows the forecasting of inter-regional transportation demand. Information at a similar
level of detail would be required to determine transportation demands beyond 2031 . A future review can only be carried
out when such information becomes available and any further Improvements can be justified on that basis.

9. Further to the above concem. any Incidents on the 401 are not alleviated through widening to 12 lanes as there
is not a viable alternative route. As stated by the study team, this Impacts the competitiveness of the regional
economy and does not provide an alternative to minimize congestion.
Widening Highway 401 to 12 lanes would not provide the same level of redundancy as a new corridor; however. Highway
401 at 12 lanes would be constructed as a core-collector system which would provide a level of redundancy east of
Regional Road 25. in the case of an incident. While a new corridor would provide an alternate route to better support the
regional economy, it would also impact the agricultural economy in Halton Region. An economic balance is recognized in
this preference for further highway widening.

10. Of the three options evaluated by the study team. their results show that, In terms of a "Transportation
Summary". widening the 401 to 12 lanes Is the least desirable options. In general. a 12 lane Highway 401 provides
the worst overall network performance as well as the worst overall 401 performance. A copy of this slide which
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summarizes this has been attached to this report as Appendix D.
Compared to a new corridor and widening Highway 401 to 14 lanes, the widening of Highway 401 to 12 lanes is the least
desirable in terms of the Transportation factor group; however, it would still provide for the transportation needs to 2031
(per the study's Terms of Reference). On balance taking into consideration other factors, widening Highway 401 to 12
lanes is the most preferred and will result in a doubling from the current highway capacity.

11. The study team Indicates that there are retaining walls required for the 401 If It Is widened to 12 lanes for a
minimum of 2.5 km. Staff requires further information regarding the retaining wall details to evaluate this
particular aspect. However, staff has the following questions regarding the proposed retaining walls:

a. How high are the retaining walls proposed to be? A number presented by the study team Indicated
walls approximately 10 metres (or 30 feet) high.
Retaining walls may be as high as 10m in some areas (i.e., in the vicinity of the CN Raii crossing east of
Regional Road 25), but others would vary based on the ultimate profile of future Highway 401, which would be
determined in preliminary design carried out as part of the proposed Highway 401 Class EA Study. Most of the
retaining walls are to be provided In the proximity of the CN crossing east of Regional Road 25 and Boston
Church Road.

b. What is the visual Impact of these retaining walls for Milton residents, businesses, and visitors?
Retaining walls would be provided to limit property impacts for properties located directly adjacent to Highway 401
(mostly commercial properties) and may limit some visibility. Based our analysis, all of the walls will be Nbelow·
the highway and therefore will have limited impact to visibility of adjacent businesses. All of the walls are likely to
be located adjacent to industrial/commercial properties and would not impact residents.

c. What Is the required width at the base of the retaining walls?
The required width at the base of the retaining walls is subject to the height of retaining walls. Our analysis
assumed a width of 8 m at the base of the wall to allow for construction staging, drainage swales and snow
storage.

d. Will the current grade of the 401 be at the base of the retaining walls or will these retaining walls
require the 401 to be raised above its current grade?
The proposed profile of Highway 401 will be subject to preliminary design, which is to be carried out as part of the
proposed Class EA study for the further widening of Highway 401. Our analysis assumed that the current profile
of Highway 401 would likely be retained.

e. What material will the proposed retaining walls be constructed out of?
The type of material for future retaining walls will be determined during subsequent design.

12. In terms of cost, the estimated construction cost is approximately $440 million, with property costs between
$76 million and $112 million. While this was the lowest cost presented on June 1, 2012 to Municipal
Representatives, this does not take into account the "tlme" cost associated with travel. Since a widening of
Highway 401 to 12 lanes will require 6 bridge replacements and construction staging. staff assumes that there
will be delays along the length of the 401 during construction resulting In time lost. Further, "the costs are
broken down on a per lane basis, the "New Corridor" option works out to be the cheapest option.
Delay cost has been captured under the Economy factor group in PIC display content as provided. The costs of
construction delay under each of the alternatives were determined based on the estimated future time delay due to
construction and then were converted to a current dollar value.
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13. There was no mention within the June 1. 2012 presentation to Municipal Representatives of any impacts to
the proposed Tremaine Road interchange. Staff requires further Information for evaluation.
The proposed widening of Highway 401 to 12 lanes would be westerly to Regional Road 25 only. The proposed Tremaine
Road Interchange would not be impacted. The new structure at Tremaine Road over Highway 401 is designed to
accommodate a 10-Iane cross section with HOV lanes.

14. Staff are concerned that this process will slow development along the 401corridor through Milton as the MTO
has stated that evel}' application received for the corridor will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.
MTO will address the review of applications in a timely manner and on a case-by-case basis to ensure that the planning
and implementation of the new transportation corridor is not compromised. The Preliminary Route Planning Study Area
(for Stage 2 of the EA) has been established to provide a basis for the province and municipalities to monitor development
applicatlons and apply corridor protection policies.

Should you have any further questions or concems, please do not hesitate to contact us.
We look forward to the Town's continued involvement on this study.
Sincerely,

Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin, A Member of MMM Group

Mr. JinWang
Project Coordinator
Provincial Planning Office
Ontario Ministry of Transportation

Attach.
• Attachment A: PIC #5 Display Panels
• Attachment B: Air Quality and Noise Assessment Memo
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November 16, 2012
Mr. Troy McHarg
Town Clerk
Town of Milton
150 Mary Street
Milton, ON L9T 6Z5

Dear Mr. Troy McHarg:
RE:

GTA West Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment (EA) Study
Release of Final Transportation Development Strategy Report

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) initiated Stage 1 of a formal Environmental Assessment (EA) Study for the
GTA West Corridor. The purpose of the study is to proactively plan for future infrastructure needs by examining long-term
transportation problems and opportunities to the year 2031 and consider options to provide better movement of both
people and goods between urban areas in the GTA West Corridor Preliminary Study Area, including designated Urban
Growth Centres.
The MTO released the GTA West draft Transportation Development Strategy Report in March 2011. In response to input
received on the draft Strategy, MTO carried out additional analysis and consultation to further examine the
recommendations for inter-regional transportation improvements in the Halton area and update the Preliminary Route
Planning Study Area throughout.
The Transportation Development Strategy Report has been finalized, following the additional analysis and consultation in
the Halton area and study area revisions elsewhere. The report explains and documents the planning process followed in
Stage 1 of the GTA West Planning and EA Study in developing the Transportation Development Strategy, including the
assessment and evaluation of the area transportation system alternatives and a recommendation for the preferred
alternative to be carried forward to Stage 2.
The final report, executive summary and appendices are now available on the study website (www.gta-west.com) and can
also be reviewed at the attached list of local libraries and clerks offices beginning November 16, 2012. The report will be
available for a 45 day public and stakeholder review period. We invite you to provide your feedback on the released
Strategy report. All comments received during the review period will be documented as input to Stage Two of the EA.
Written comments can be provided on the project website at http://www.gta-west.com/comment-form.php or email to:
project_team@gta-west.com
The final Strategy report incorporates and reflects input from many individuals and stakeholders the Study Team has
received since the release of the draft Strategy Report in March 2011 and the results of the additional analysis in the
Halton area in June 2012.
We thank you for your input and participation in this study. In particular, we would like to thank you for forwarding the
Town of Milton’s Staff Report PD-041-12 regarding the GTA West Corridor Study.
In addition to the recent meetings with Milton staff and Milton Chamber of Commerce, we have included our responses in
the attached table to the specific issues raised in the staff report.
With the completion of the Stage 1 EA, the MTO will move forward to implement various recommendations, including
identifying the specific route for the new highway in the next Stage of the EA which is anticipated to begin in late 2013.

An updated Preliminary Route Planning Study Area is included in the final Strategy report which will provide a starting
point for the Stage 2 EA.
It would be appreciated if you could distribute this letter to Milton Council as an information item.
Should you require further information, please feel free to contact Mr. Jin Wang, MTO Project Coordinator at (416) 5857246 or Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng., Consultant Project Manager at (905) 823-8500.

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance.
Sincerely,

_________________________
Mr. Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Provincial Planning Office
Ontario Ministry of Transportation
Attach.

cc: Paul Cripps, Town of Milton (via email)
Bill Mann, Town of Milton (via email)
Stephanie Jarvis, Town of Milton (via email)

_________________________
Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin, A Member of MMM Group Ltd.

ATTACHMENT 1
Detailed Responses to Town of Milton Staff Report PD-041-12

Comment
1. Staff has since reviewed the letter in concert with the PIC
boards mentioned within the study team's response.
Council members may view the PIC boards electronically at
http://www.gta-west.com/consultation.html. Since this
information, which is slightly more detailed, was provided to
staff after report PD-033-12 was brought to Council in June,
staff have taken the opportunity to provide comments in the
order that the concerns appear within the response letter.

Response
Comment noted.

2. Although a "reasoned argument" approach was used to
identify a preferred option from the alternatives originally
presented, staff remains of the opinion that a sensitivity
analysis should still be undertaken at the appropriate point
within the Environmental Assessment process. This
analysis may then be used to provide further information to
either support the preferred option or outline why an
alternative route should be used.

Comment noted. The additional analysis carried out in
Halton was done at a higher level of detail than is typically
provided at this point in an EA study. Consideration was
given to a range of alternatives for the Highway 401
alternative (12 and 14 lanes) and for the new corridor
alternative (alternate alignments). On the basis of the range
of alternatives and level of detail provided for the
alternatives, the Project Team has selected a preference
which is consistent with EA process requirements.

3. Following the meeting with the Study Team on June 21,
staff provided a list of landowners affected by the widening
to the Chamber of Commerce to ensure that a meeting
between the landowners and the study team could be set
up. At the time this report was written, the meeting was still
in the organizational stages.

A meeting with the GTA West Project Team, Highway 401
Businesses, Milton Chamber of Commerce and Town of
Milton Staff was organized and held on September 11,
2012.

4. As with the more detailed information regarding the
preferred alternative selection, Town staff was given a copy
of the Air Quality report completed together by RWDI Air
Inc., dated April 3, 2012, for review after report PO-033-12
was brought to Council. As indicated within the response
letter from the Study Team, the report indicated that the
"area of influence for air quality impacts will decrease as
transportation improvements are made".

Correct. Comment noted.

5. With regard to the stormwater management features, the
Study Team response letter indicates that the additional
two lanes between Regional Road 25 and James Snow
Parkway may not be treated by stormwater management
ponds. Although the letter indicates that this may result in
not requiring new stormwater ponds for that area, staff is
curious how the extra pavement will be dealt with and
requests clarification on the "may not be treated" statement
within the response letter.

The additional 2 lanes on Highway 401 between Regional
Road 25 and James Snow Parkway will likely result in a
minor increase in pavement area. Pending approval by the
appropriate regulatory agencies, it is likely that no new
stormwater management ponds will be required between
Regional Road 25 and James Snow Parkway. Respective
agencies and municipalities would be consulted during the
proposed Class EA Study for the further widening of
Highway 401.

Comment
6. The Study Team response letter indicates that there will,
most likely, be no impact on the stream containing an
endangered species that staff mentioned in Report PO033-12. Staff is of the opinion that, regardless of the
potential impact, the stream should have been mentioned,
especially since the response letter only mentions a
widening to 12 lanes. Staff is satisfied that the appropriate
permitting process will be followed should mitigation be
deemed necessary, however the Town of Milton will expect
to be notified should the work require the mentioned
mitigation.

Response
Comments noted.

7. The commitment made within the response letter by the
Province to assist in the relocation of employment lands
satisfies staff with regard to this concern.However, it should
be mentioned that staff found it interesting that, according
to the PIC boards, the lands affected by a widening can be
relocated, yet those affected by the proposed new corridor
could not.

The intent on the PIC boards is to indicate that the impact
on designated employment land under the widening option
is more significant than the new corridor. It may be possible
to also relocate employment lands under the new corridor
option.

8. As indicated in Report PD-033-12, staff is concerned that
once the highway is widened, a second version of this
study will be required to be completed once again as this
study only deals with numbers to 2031. This concern is
supported by statements where the study team has
indicated that there is "Limited flexibilityfor future
expansion" and that "a 12 lane 401 would be at/over
capacity by 2031or just beyond'.

Comments noted. The 2031 planning horizon is consistent
with the Province’s Growth Plan and municipal official plans
with approved growth numbers and their allocations.
Beyond 2031, future study may be required to determine
and address long term transportation needs. Any future
study would be closely linked with, and influenced by,
updates to the provincial Growth Plan for the Greater
Golden Horseshoe (2006), Metrolinx’s Regional
Transportation Plan, and municipal transportation and land
use plans.

At the Committee meeting on June 11, 2012, the Study
team noted that they could not plan beyond 2031 as the
numbers for residents and employment were not available
yet. Town staff do not agree with this assessment as staff is
of the opinion that transportation infrastructure, be it roads,
transit, or sidewalks, should not be planned and built so as
to be at capacity at the end of the current planning horizon.
The current estimates should be used to create
infrastructure that will still have capacity at the end of the
planning horizon. This is the opportunity to find the option
that will take on growth past the current estimates and
better plan so that this situation is not occurring again in the
near future. Further, staff believe that infrastructure with the
potential for future expansion to accommodate growth
beyond 2031 should be ranked higher in the process.
9. Further to the above point, the Study Team indicated that
the core-collector system proposed within the widening in
Milton would provide a similar level of redundancy to the
new corridor. However, staff remains concerned with this
approach due to the current state of the core-collector
system that runs through Toronto.

Comment noted.

Comment
10. Staff does not agree with the rationale provided to
support widening Highway 401 as a response to concern
10 in the Study Team's letter. As with point 8 in this report,
this study provides the opportunity to plan for past the
planning horizon.

Response
Comment noted.

11. Although the study team provided responses, staff
remains concerned regarding the proposed retaining walls
that would be required as a result of widening Highway 401
to 12 lanes.

Comment noted.

12. The costs mentioned in the response letter from the
Study Team are as follows, as per the PIC boards given to
staff:
 In dollar value, on a twelve lane 401, the cost of
travel time delay due to incidence is approximately
$51 million. Comparatively, the same cost for the
new corridor is $40 million.
 On an annual basis, the cost of travel time delay on
the 12 lane 401 is over $700 million, more than
either the new corridor or the option to widen the
401 to 14 lanes.
 The cost of construction delay to widen the 401 to
twelve lanes is approximately $28 million, while the
same cost for the new corridor is $17 million. This
cost is in addition to the cost to construct the
infrastructure itself.

Correct. Comments noted.

13. As per the Study Team response letter, there will be no
impact on the Tremaine Road interchange.

Correct. Comment noted.

14. The Study Team indicates that the Province will
process each application that falls within the study's area of
influence in a timely manner.

Correct. Comment noted.

REPORT
REPORT TO:

Mayor Rick Bonnette and Members of Council

REPORT FROM:

Ted A. Drewlo, Manager of Engineering Services

DATE:

September 12, 2012

REPORT NO.:

INF-2012-0036

RE:

GTA West Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment
Study Additional Analysis in Halton Area

RECOMMENDATION:
THAT Report No. INF-2012-0036, dated September 12, 2012, regarding GTA West
Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment Study Additional Analysis in Halton
Area, be received;
AND FURTHER THAT the Town of Halton Hills supports the completion of Stage 1
based on the information presented by the Ministry of Transportation at the Public
Information Centre held in June 2012; subject to:
The preliminary route planning area for Stage 2 be revised to the Ninth
Line or at a minimum to remove the residential properties fronting on
Eighth Line and therefore the uncertainty associated with their properties
given the length of time required to complete the Environmental
Assessment and define the corridor;
AND FURTHER THAT the Ministry of Transportation be requested to immediately
commence Stage 2 of the GTA West Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment
Study;
AND FURTHER THAT the Ministry of Transportation be requested to work with
Regional and local area municipal staff to ensure that the impact of the proposed
highway facility on the existing properties is minimized;
AND FURTHER THAT the Ministry of Transportation utilize the work completed as part
of the Halton-Peel Boundary Area Transportation Study, specifically the East-West
Connection and the transportation challenges around the Hamlet of Norval, during
Stage 2 of the Environmental Assessment;
AND FURTHER THAT staff be directed to report back after the Transportation
Development Strategy has been released.

BACKGROUND:
The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has been undertaking the GTA West Corridor
Planning and Environmental Assessment Study over the past number of years. A
Public Information Centre (PIC) was held at the Gellert Community Centre on June 12,
2102. Attachment 1 is a one page summary of the additional analysis in the Halton
area conducted by the MTO.
COMMENTS:
The MTO is nearing the completion of Stage 1 of the GTA West Corridor Planning and
Environmental Assessment Study. The Transportation Development Strategy (TDS)
report will be completed this fall. The draft TDS was released in March of 2011 that
suggested a combination of Alternatives 4-2 and 4-3 would provide the best solution to
the transportation issues in the GTA West Corridor. In response to Halton area input,
further analysis and consultation was carried out. The additional assessment provided
a more in-depth and detailed exploration of the various focused areas, including
community, cultural, agricultural, land use planning, natural environment, economy,
transportation, road design, constructability and costs.
At the PIC in June, the MTO provided the public with their additional analysis work in
Halton and recommendations. The additional analysis by the GTA West Corridor Study
Team (Study Team) considered three options in the Halton area: A new corridor,
further 401 widening to 12 lanes, and further 401 widening to 14 lanes. The Study
Team concluded that a further widening of Highway 401 to 12 lanes through Halton
Region was the preferred alternative, as it would provide minimal impact to: Agricultural
lands, agricultural economy, cultural heritage, and rural character of the community.
The Study Team also found that the preferred alternative: Better reflects the land use
planning and policies in local municipalities as established in their respective official
plans, traffic demand forecast to 2031 will be accommodated, and the widening could
be designed to provincial design standards with retaining walls proposed to mitigate
property impacts. The preferred alternative had the lowest cost estimate of the three
options. The best balance of benefits and impacts is provided with this preferred
alternative. Attachment 2 shows the proposed preliminary route planning study area. It
is important to note that the Study Team did not re-evaluate all of the alternatives for
the entire corridor, but only focused on connecting to Highway 401 through Halton.
Previous work discounted the other series 4 alternatives, such as going north of Halton
Hills to connect to the Guelph area.
One area of concern noted by staff was the magnitude of the study area within Halton
Hills for Stage 2 of the Environmental Assessment. While staff appreciate the need to
not limit alternatives by scoping the study area at this stage, it is unlikely the new
corridor will need to align with the Eighth Line. Staff recommends that the MTO be
requested to adjust the preliminary route planning study area to the Ninth Line or at a
minimum to the east side of the settlement properties on Eighth Line to provide some
certainty to these residents given the length of time required to complete the
Environmental Assessment Study.
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As a number of properties in Halton Hills are included in the preliminary route planning
study area, staff recommends that the MTO proceed immediately with the next stage of
the Environmental Assessment after the TDS report is completed. It is recommended
that the MTO continue to work closely with area municipal and regional staff to ensure
the impact on the existing properties is minimized.
As MTO moves into Stage 2 of the GTA West project, an opportunity exists to address
some of the transportation challenges in the Norval area that was identified in HPBATS.
By carefully considering the alignment of the new highway, along with interchange
locations and modifications to the local and regional road network, the east-west
capacity issues across the Credit River could be addressed. Staff is requesting that
MTO utilize the work completed in HPBATS during the Stage 2 process.
This is an interim report on the GTA West Corridor Planning and Environmental
Assessment Study. The TDS report will be released shortly, and staff will provide
information to Council on the details of the finalized report.
Presentation from Resident
At the Council meeting of September 10, 2012, Council received a presentation from a
resident on Eighth Line, north of Steeles Avenue, regarding concerns with the GTA
West Corridor and Environmental Assessment Study. Attachment 3 shows the
Transportation Summary prepared by the Study Team, and confirms the source of the
material presented by the resident. This summary is only for the three options
considered by MTO to connect to Highway 401 through Halton and does not include the
other alternatives previously assessed and discounted. It is important to note that while
the preferred alternative will provide less overall network performance, it does satisfy
the transportation needs to 2031 as required in the Terms of Reference for the
Environmental Assessment Study. A brief history of the Environmental Assessment
process by the MTO is provided.
The work by the Study Team has been on-going since 2007. Alternatives were
explored and public information centres held throughout the process. A new highway
corridor from Highway 400 to Highway 401 in the west end was the preferred alternative
throughout the process to achieve the transportation system requirements.
Five alternatives for new highways were developed in the process to bring a new
highway from Highway 400 to Highway 401 or areas west of Milton. While other
alternatives may have been available to the Study Team, none were developed at the
time.
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Through the Environmental Assessment process, Alternative 4-3 was introduced as the
preferred alternative. Based on the analysis, the Study Team did not recommend the
other four Alternatives 4-1, 4-2, 4-4 or 4-5. Serious concerns were raised in Halton
regarding the agricultural, social and cultural impacts of the proposed highway. Council
for the Town of Halton Hills authorized staff to have an independent consultant review
the results from the Study Team. The consultant team for the Town included expertise
in Planning, Environmental, Agriculture, Transportation and Environmental Assessment
process.
The consultant’s review supported a response to the Study Team.
Comments were submitted to the Study Team, as authorized by approved
recommendations from Report No. INF-2011-0035.
The March 2011 draft TDS indicated that Highway 401 could not be widened to 12
lanes. Staff had concerns with the statement and requested authorization for an
independent consultant to review Highway 401 through Halton. This review conducted
by the consultant retained by the Town found that Highway 401 could be widened to 12
lanes, if an urban standard was implemented. This work was presented to the Study
Team. The consultant work was supplementary to the Environmental Assessment work
being carried out by the Study Team and was not comprehensive of all traffic matters,
as noted by the resident in his presentation. The primary purpose of this work was to
have MTO re-consider the practicality of widening Highway 401.
Many factors are taken into consideration by the Study Team during the Environmental
Assessment work. After a detailed analysis of all the factors, the Study Team
recommended Alternative 4-2 with widening of Highway 401 to 12 lanes as the
preferred alternative. Attachment 4 shows the summary of technical findings based on
all impacts evaluated in this Environmental Assessment.
The Environmental
Assessment process is an evaluation of problems and opportunities and a comparison
of alternatives. There are benefits to a new corridor. It would provide additional
transportation capacity and economic benefits. There are negative impacts of a new
highway corridor. This construction would have the highest impact on natural
environment, cultural environment, agriculture, land use and the community. Again, it is
important to note that the comparative assessment is only between the three options in
Halton to connect the new corridor to Highway 401, and does not re-evaluate the
previously discounted alternatives.
The analysis found that considerably more social and environmental impacts would be
expected with a new corridor through Halton Hills, and that widening Highway 401 to 12
lanes would provide the essential transportation needs to 2031, at the lowest cost. The
Study Team concluded that the preferred alternative will provide the best balance of
benefits and negative impacts. Further information on the GTA West Corridor Planning
and Environmental Assessment Study is available on the GTA West website.
It is expected that additional information will be made available with the release of the
Transportation Development Strategy. Staff will report back to Council after the Study
Team has completed this report.
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RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN:
The Preferred Alternative 4-2 will be recommended in the TDS for the GTA West
Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment Study. This alternative will have less
Environmental, Agricultural and Cultural impacts in Halton Hills and is more consistent
with the Community Vision to 2031.
FINANCIAL IMPACT:
There is no direct financial impact resulting from this report. Staff will continue to
monitor the progress of the Provincial Environmental Assessment.
COMMUNICATIONS IMPACT:
A copy of this report will be forwarded to the Minister of Transportation, the Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing, and the GTA West Corridor Planning and Environmental
Assessment Study Team, as comments from the Town of Halton Hills.
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS:
The outcomes of the MTO Study will impact a number of the pillars of sustainability, as
it will result in a new major transportation corridor within the boundaries of the Town of
Halton Hills.
CONSULTATION:
Staff consulted with Planning, Development and Sustainability staff and Halton Region
staff during the preparation of this report.
CONCLUSION:
The Ministry of Transportation is nearing the completion of Stage 1 of the GTA West
Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment Study. A Public Information Centre
was held at the Gellert Community Centre on June 12, 2102. The Transportation
Development Strategy (TDS) report will be completed this fall.
The Alternative 4-2 was the preferred road improvement. The proposed highway will be
from Highway 400 in York and connect west of the Halton-Peel boundary at the
Highway 401 and 407 interchange, and Highway 401 will be widened to 12 lanes in
Halton Region.
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Staff will provide additional comments on the TDS report after it is completed. Staff
recommends that this report and comments be forwarded to the MTO for inclusion in
their Environmental Assessment Study.
Respectfully submitted,

Ted A. Drewlo, P. Eng.
Manager of Engineering Services

Chris G. Mills, P. Eng.
Director of Infrastructure Services &
Town Engineer

Dennis Y. Perlin
Chief Administrative Officer
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November 16, 2012
Ms. Suzanne Jones
Clerk
Clerk’s Office
Town of Halton Hills
1 Halton Hills
Halton Hills, ON L7G 5G2

Dear Ms. Jones:
RE:

GTA West Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment (EA) Study
Release of Final Transportation Development Strategy Report

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) initiated Stage 1 of a formal Environmental Assessment (EA) Study for the
GTA West Corridor. The purpose of the study is to proactively plan for future infrastructure needs by examining long-term
transportation problems and opportunities to the year 2031 and consider options to provide better movement of both
people and goods between urban areas in the GTA West Corridor Preliminary Study Area, including designated Urban
Growth Centres.
The MTO released the GTA West draft Transportation Development Strategy Report in March 2011. In response to input
received on the draft Strategy, MTO carried out additional analysis and consultation to further examine the
recommendations for inter-regional transportation improvements in the Halton area and update the Preliminary Route
Planning Study Area throughout.
The Transportation Development Strategy Report has been updated, following the additional analysis and consultation in
the Halton area and study area revisions elsewhere. The report explains and documents the planning process followed in
Stage 1 of the GTA West Planning and EA Study in developing the Transportation Development Strategy, including the
assessment and evaluation of the area transportation system alternatives and a recommendation for the preferred
alternative to be carried forward to Stage 2.
The final report, executive summary and appendices are now available on the study website (www.gta-west.com) and can
also be reviewed at the attached list of local libraries and clerks offices beginning November 16, 2012. The report will be
available for a 45 day public and stakeholder review period. We invite you to provide your feedback on the released
Strategy report. All comments received during the review period will be documented as input to Stage Two of the EA.
Written comments can be provided on the project website at http://www.gta-west.com/comment-form.php or email to:
project_team@gta-west.com.
The final Strategy report incorporates and reflects input from many individuals and stakeholders the Study Team has
received since the release of the draft Strategy Report in March 2011 and the results of the additional analysis in the
Halton area in June 2012.
We thank you for your input and participation in this study. In particular, we would like to thank you for forwarding the staff
report dated September 12, 2012 and the council resolutions passed on September 24, 2012 regarding the information
presented by GTA West Corridor Study Team following the completion of the additional analysis in the Halton area.
We have noted and appreciate the Town of Halton Hills’ support for the completion of the Stage 1 Environmental
Assessment Study.

Regarding the issue of the GTA West Corridor Preliminary Route Planning Study Area near Eighth Line, the Study Team
met with the Town of Halton Hills staff and Halton Regional staff on October 4, 2012 as part of the discussion to
coordinate with Halton Region’s initiative to implement the H-P BATS corridor protection policies. We can confirm that the
residential properties fronting on Eighth Line are not included in the Preliminary Route Planning Study Area.
With the completion of the Stage 1 EA, the MTO will move forward to implement various recommendations, including
identifying the specific route for the new highway in the next Stage of the EA which is anticipated to begin in late 2013.
It would be appreciated if you could distribute this letter to Halton Hills’ Council as an information item.
Should you require further information, please feel free to contact Mr. Jin Wang, MTO Project Coordinator at (416) 5857246 or Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng., Consultant Project Manager at (905) 823-8500.

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance.
Sincerely,

_________________________
Mr. Jin Wang
Project Coordinator
Provincial Planning Office
Ontario Ministry of Transportation
Attach.
cc: Chris Mills, Town of Halton Hills (via email)
Ted Drewlo, Town of Halton Hills (via email)
John Linhardt, Town of Halton Hills (via email)
Tara Buonpensiero, Town of Halton Hills (via email)

_________________________
Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin, A Member of MMM Group Ltd.

October 11, 2012
Jin Wang
Project Coordinator, Provincial Planning Office
Ontario Ministry of Transportation
Building D, 2nd Floor -1201 Wilson Ave
Downsview ON M3M 1J8

Legislative and Planning Services
Office of the Regional Clerk
1151 Bronte Road
Oakville ON L6M 3L1
Email: RegionalClerk@halton.ca
Fax: 905-825-8838

VIA EMAIL

Dear Mr. Wang:
RE:

LPS59-12 - Commencement of Proposed Regional Official Plan Amendment to
implement Halton Peel Boundary Area Transportation Study Corridor Protection
Policies (File: RQ54A)

This will confirm that the Council of the Regional Municipality of Halton, at its meeting held
Wednesday, October 3, 2012 adopted the following resolution:
1. THAT Regional staff be authorized to commence a Proposed Regional Official Plan
Amendment to implement Halton Peel Boundary Area Transportation Study Corridor
Protection Policies (File: RQ54A) and to bring the Regional Official Plan into alignment
with components of the Region’s Transportation Master Plan Policies as outlined in
Report No. LPS59-12.
2. THAT the Regional Clerk forward a copy of Report No. LPS59-12 to the Town of
Oakville, the City of Burlington, the Town of Milton, the Town of Halton Hills, the City
of Brampton, Town of Caledon, Region of Peel, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing, and the Ministry of Transportation for their information.
Attached please find a copy of Report No. LPS59-12 for your information.
If you have any questions please contact Mr. Mark G. Meneray, Commissioner of Legislative &
Planning Services and Corporate Counsel.

Sincerely,

Kathy Kielt
Deputy Clerk and Supervisor of
Council & Committee Services
attach.
c.

Mark G. Meneray, Commissioner of Legislative & Planning Services and Corporate Counsel

The Regional Municipality of Halton

Report To:

Chair and Members of the Planning and Public Works Committee

From:

Mark G. Meneray, Commissioner, Legislative and Planning Services and
Corporate Counsel

Date:

September 26, 2012

Report No. - Re:

LPS59-12 - Commencement of Proposed Regional Official Plan
Amendment to implement Halton Peel Boundary Area Transportation
Study Corridor Protection Policies (File: RQ54A)

RECOMMENDATION
1. THAT Regional staff be authorized to commence a Proposed Regional Official Plan
Amendment to implement Halton Peel Boundary Area Transportation Study Corridor
Protection Policies (File: RQ54A) and to bring the Regional Official Plan into alignment
with components of the Region’s Transportation Master Plan Policies as outlined in Report
No. LPS59-12.
2. THAT the Regional Clerk forward a copy of Report No. LPS59-12 to the Town of
Oakville, the City of Burlington, the Town of Milton, the Town of Halton Hills, the City of
Brampton, Town of Caledon, Region of Peel, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing, and the Ministry of Transportation for their information.

REPORT
Purpose
The purpose of this report is to seek Regional Council authorization to commence a Regional
Official Plan Amendment to implement Halton Peel Boundary Area Transportation Study
Corridor Protection policies and to bring the Regional Official Plan into alignment with the
recommendations of the Transportation Master Plan (TMP) corridor widths.
Background
The Halton Peel Boundary Area Transportation Study (HPBATS) was initiated in March 2007 in
response to commitments made by the Region through the Minutes of Settlement for Regional
Official Plan Amendment (ROPA) 25, in which the Region agreed to participate in a study to
examine the transportation requirements along the north Halton-Peel Boundary. The study area is
roughly bounded by Trafalgar Road to the west, King Street to the north, Chinguacousy Road to
the east, and Highway 401 and 407 ETR to the south. It encompasses the east part of Halton Hills,
west Brampton, the northeast corner of Milton, the northwest corner of Mississauga, and the
southwest corner of Caledon. The HPBATS Final Report was completed in April 2010. Regional
1

Council endorsed the Halton-Peel Boundary Area Transportation Study through Report PW-3410/LPS56-10 “Halton-Peel Boundary Area Transportation Study Report”. This report approved
the HPBATS as a long-term transportation master plan for the subject area and authorized staff to
execute a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to establish a framework for the timely
implementation of the recommended transportation improvements.
The HPBATS recommended a new North-South Halton-Peel Freeway corridor from Highway
401/407 ETR interchange west of Ninth Line in Halton Region to Mayfield Road in Peel Region.
An East-West Connection from Bovaird Drive in Brampton west of the Halton-Peel Freeway to
Georgetown is also recommended (Map – Attachment #1).
To implement the recommendations of HPBATS, an amendment to the Regional Official Plan to
implement corridor protection policies is necessary. On April 4, 2012, the Municipal Partners
(City of Brampton, Town of Caledon, Region of Peel, Region of Halton and the Town of Halton
Hills) signed the MOU (Attachment #2). The MOU specifies that the corridor protection policies
for the Halton-Peel Cross Boundary Improvements be incorporated into the Municipal Partners’
Official Plans and Zoning By-laws. The adoption of the necessary Official Plan Amendments and
Zoning By-Laws must be recommended to the Municipal Partners’ Councils within one year of
the execution of the MOU (April 4, 2013).
Through Report PW-32-11/LPS43-11 “Greater Toronto Area West Corridor Environmental
Assessment Draft Transportation Development Strategy Report”, Regional staff provided an
overview of the Draft Transportation Strategy Report for the GTA West Corridor. Following the
release of the draft strategy, significant input was received with respect to the impacts of the 4-3
corridor option on rural communities and agricultural resources in Halton Hills. To address the
comments, the MTO completed additional work on the widening of Highway 401 as an alternative
to a new corridor through Halton Hills. This additional analysis was completed in the Fall 2011
and Winter of 2012. Through the Spring and Summer of 2012, the MTO was seeking additional
input on the further work completed. An updated Transportation Development Strategy report is
expected in late Summer or early Fall 2012 culminating in the release of the final report and
conclusion of the Stage 1 EA in late Fall or early Winter 2012. The connection of the HPBATS
corridor to the Highway 407/401 interchange (GTA West Corridor study) will be considered as
part of the overall HPBATS Corridor protection ROPA. The GTA West corridor study recognizes
the North-South Corridor as a provincial facility following the alignment of the HPBATS corridor.
Through PW-59-11/LPS73-11/CS45-11 (Infrastructure Master Plans- Water and Wastewater, and
Transportation- Implementation of Sustainable Halton), Council endorsed the TMP. The TMP
identified numerous road improvements throughout the Region to accommodate growth to 2031.
In order to implement the recommendations of the TMP, the recognition of new Right-of-Way
(ROW) standards is necessary. This ROPA will also identify policies and mapping changes to
recognize new ROW standards and transportation improvement components identified in the
TMP.
As such, staff is seeking Council’s authorization to commence a ROPA process to implement
corridor protection policies, to implement the recommendations of HPBATS and satisfy the
requirements of the MOU, and to recognize the recommendations and components of the TMP.
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Local Municipal Amendments
The MOU also requires amendments to the Town of Halton Hills Official Plan and Zoning Bylaw. Regional staff will work closely with the Town of Halton Hills in the establishment of the
corridor protection policies for the Regional Official Plan and Local Official Plan amendments.
Public Consultation
Under Section 17 of the Planning Act, the Region is required to host a Statutory Public Meeting to
hear public comments regarding the proposed amendment to the Regional Official Plan. Notice of
the Statutory Public Meeting will appear in each local municipal newspaper and on the Region’s
website in accordance with the requirements of the Planning Act. As required by the Planning
Act, the proposed ROPA will be made available to the public at least 20 days before the date of the
Statutory Public Meeting.
In addition, notice of the Statutory Public Meeting and the amendment will be sent to other
stakeholders, including the Conservation Authorities, railway and utility companies, etc. for their
comments.
FINANCIAL/PROGRAM IMPLICATIONS
The cost relating to consultants work required to complete the Official Plan amendment will be
funded from capital project T8021A (Regional Official Plan Implementation). The cost of
reviewing the Regional Official Plan amendment including staff time is funded from the Planning
Services operational budget.
RELATIONSHIP TO HALTON REGION’S 2011-2014 ACTION PLAN
Key Initiative
Plan and implement a sustainable transportation system for Halton Region. Deliver Council’s
vision for managed and sustainable growth in Halton as set out in the Halton Regional Official
Plan.
Priority Area
Transportation
Implement the Halton Region Official Plan: a series of goals, objectives and policies to manage
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change and the effects on growth on the social, economic and natural environment of Halton.
Ensure an effective and sustainable transportation system for Halton.

Respectfully submitted,

Ron Glenn
Mark G. Meneray
Director, Planning Services and Chief Planning Commissioner, Legislative & Planning Services
Official
and Corporate Counsel
Approved by

Pat Moyle
Chief Administrative Officer
If you have any questions on the content of this report, please contact:

4

Ron Glenn
Dan Tovey
Karyn Poad

Tel. # 7966
Tel. # 7208
Tel. # 7354
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Halton-Peel Boundary Area Transportation Study
Amended Final Report
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Attachment #2
to LPS59-12
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding is dated the 4th day of April, 2012BETWEEN:

THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF BRAMPTON
("BRAMPTON")
OF THE FIRST PART,
-AND-

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF CALEDON
("GALEDON")
OF THE SECOND PART,
-AND-

THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF PEEL
("PEEL")
OF THE THIRD PART,
-AND.
THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HALTON
("HALTON")
OF THE FOURTH PART,
-AND-

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF HALTON HILLS
("HALTON HILLS")
OF THE FIFTH PART

WHEREAS HDRlifnnruS was retained in Ap¡l 2007 by Peel B.rampton, Cale-don,
to
Halton and Halton n¡ll. (collectively referred to herein as "the Municipal Partners"),
Halton-Peel
the
undertake a boundary area transportation study referred to as
a
Boundary Area Tranéportation Study (.H¡B4T. Study"), to be carried out as
Assessment
Transportation Master plan study under the Municipal class Environmental
document (October 2000, as amended in 2007);

a

AND WHEREAS Council for each of the Municipal Partners have received and
endorsed the HPBAT Study and directed staff to develop a Memorandum of
U

nderstand ing ("MOU");

AND WHEREAS the purpose of this MOU is to establish a framework for the timely
implementation of transportation improvements recommended ín the HPBAT Study; to
settle ongoing and future litigation between the Municipal Partners involving
transportation issues, and to provide a framework for the Municipal Partners to move
forward;

AND WHEREAS the Ministry of Transportation ('MTO") has released the GTA West
Corridor Environmental Assessment Transportation Development Strategy Report Draft
for consultation;

NOW THEREFORE the Municipal Partners have entered into this MOU for the
purposes outlined above and there is consideration acknowledged between the
Municipal Partners:

1.

INTERPRETATION

1.1.

Definitions

Where used in this Agreement or in any amendment, the following terms have
the following meanings:

(a)

"CAOs Group" means the group which

is

composed

of the

Chief

Administrative Officer for each of the Municipal Partners;
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(b)

"Halton-Peel Cross Boundary lmprovements" includes the North-South
Transportation Corridor including the Halton-Peel Freeway and the
Georgetown and Brampton link referred to as the East-West Connection
as identified in the HPBAT Study Recommendations;

(c)

.HPBAT Study" means the final version of the Halton-Peel Boundary Area
Transportation Study Final Report as amended and issued dated May
2010;

(d)

"HPBAT Study Recommendations" means the recommendations set out in
Table 8-1 and Exhibit 8-3 of the HPBAT Study and attached hereto as
Schedules "8.1" and "B.2" respectively;

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
The MOU is based upon the following principles:

--t-

2.1

2-2

The

Municipal Partners confirm

their

endorsement

of

the
recommendations set out in the HPBAT Study and attached hereto as
Schedules "8.1u and "8.2";

That various outstanding OMB appeals and other land use planning
concerns identified in Schedule "A" will be resolved in the manner
described in Schedule "4" of this MOU.

2.3

In order to ensure the timely implementation of the

Transportation
lmprovements recommended in HPBAT Study the following are required:

(a)

corridor protection policies for the Halton-Peel Cross Boundary
lmprovements as described in Article 3 of this MOU, will be
developed and implemented by each of the Municipal Partners;

(b)

a work plan for the continuation of the Environmental Assessment
Study(s) will be established following the approach set out in
Article 4 of this MOU based on a systems approach and
establishing proponency.

2.4. The Municipal Partners will continue to co-ordinate with MTO and have
inter-agency discussions with MTO.

2.5. After the execution of this MOU, the dispute resolution procedure for
issues involving the MOU will be that if the Municipal Partners are unable

to resolve any disagreement or conflict arising as a result of this

MOU,
they will refer the matter to the CAOs Group for discussion and resolution
and if not resolved by the CAOs Group, then to the affected Municipal
Councils for decision.
3

PROCESS AND TIME FRAMES FOR IMPLEMENTING CORRIDOR
PROTECTION POLICIES
3.1

The corridor protection policies for the Halton-Peel Cross Boundary
lmprovements will be incorporated into the Municipal Partners' Official
Plans, and the applicable Zoning By-laws for Brampton and Halton Hills
(herein referred to as "planning instruments"). The Municipal Partners
shall circulate the planning instruments to each other for comment prior to
consideration by the Councils for the Municipal Partners and their
adoption of same and/or requesting approval of same by the Ontario
Municipal Board.

3.2

ln order to facilitate and expedite the process for implementing the corridor
protection policies the Municipal Partners may establish working and
steering Committees.

-43.3
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The adoption of the necessary official plan amendments and zoning bylaws will be recommended to the Municipal Partners' Councils within one
(1) year of the execution of this MOU by the Municipal Partners.

SCOPE

OF THE WORK: HALTON-PEEL CROSS BOUNDARY

IMPROVEMENTS; ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
4.1

4.1.1 Peel and Halton will jointly retain a consultant or consultant team

(the

"Consultants") immediately following the execution of this MOU to assist
in the preparation of a work plan to be recommended that may involve one
or more EA(s).

4.1.2 The cost of the Consultants for the preparation of the work plan will be
shared between Peel and Halton on terms to be agreed upon between
those municipalities.

4.1.3 The Consultants' team will include expert(s) on the Environmental
Assessment processes, both municipal and provincial, who will provide
advice on the EA process for the Halton-Peel Freeway and East-West
Connection (as a system) including protection for a potential connection
northerly into Caledon between the Halton Peel Freeway and the GTA
West Corridor as identified on Schedule "8.2" of this MOU.

4.1.4 Additional work by the Consultants will be subject to separate approvals
by the Municipal Partners and is outside the scope of this MOU.

4.1.5 The following elements will be the foundation for the work plan undertaken
on the basis of a systems approach:

(a)

responsiveness of the EA relative to proponency of the undertaking
in recognition of timing/jurisdiction;

(b)

an integrated review of the Halton-Peel Freeway and the East-West
Connection improvements;

(c)

a co-ordinated assessment and an integrated review of the Credit
River crossing (s), which includes weighing the benefits and
environmental impacts of the proposed transportation
improvements in accordance with the EA process;

(d)

integration and timing of technical /feasibility studies on
connecting to Highway 401and Highway 407, and;

(e)

collaboration with the MTO as per Article 2.4.
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4.1.6 Representatives of the Municipal Partners will meet for the purposes of
reviewing the work plan, approving it and will consult with MTO. The work
plan will identify the EA process for the Halton-Peel Cross Boundary
lmprovements including determining the work plan for the appropriate
road project schedules under the EA.

4.1.7 The work plan contemplated in this Article 4.1, shall be

completed
expeditiously within six (6) months of the execution of this MOU by the
Municipal Partners.

4.2

Bram West Parkway

The Munícipal Partners acknowledge that Brampton may proceed with
and complete the Class EA for Bramwest Parkway and Financial Drive in
cooperation with Peel and in consultation with Halton and Halton Hills to
finalize the transportation infrastructure requirements for the two corridors
up to and including Financial Drive while recognizing the need to protect
options for the Halton-Peel Cross Boundary lmprovements through
corridor protection policies.

4.3

Transportation Study

- Heritage Heights

The Municipal Partners also acknowledge that Brampton will be
proceeding with a Transportation Study as a component study and
undertaken as a Transportation Master Plan in support of the Secondary
Plan Areas 52 and 53 (referred to as "Heritage Heights") in cooperation
with Peel and in consultation with Halton and Halton Hills to finalize the
transportation infrastructure requirements for Heritage Heights while
recognizing the need to protect options for the Halton-Peel Cross
Boundary lmprovements through corridor protection policies. The purpose
of the study is as set out in the Notice of Commencement issued by the
City of Brampton and published on September 16th and 21't. Copies of
the study shall be provided to Halton and Halton Hills.

4.4

Transportation Study

- Halton Hills 401 Gorridor Study

The Municipal Partners also acknowledge that Halton and/or Halton Hills
may be proceeding with a Transportation Study/analysis as a component
input into the Halton corridor protection ROPA and the Halton Hills corridor
protection OPA and zoning by-law so as to refine the limits of the area of
corridor protection between Highway 401 and the northerly limit of the first
concession lot north of Steeles Avenue and between Ninth Line and
Winston Churchíll Boulevard identified as employment lands within
Halton's ROPA 38. Copies of the study shall be provided to Peel and
Brampton.
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4.5

The Municipal Partners agree that the findings resulting from the studies
identified in Article 4.3 and 4.4 will not be binding on them nor shall they in
any way constrain the findings of the EA(s) contemplated by this MOU.
The Municipal Partners agree that these other studies may be used to
inform the EA Consultants retained in connection with this MOU.

4.6

The Municipal Partners must ensure to the greatest extent possible that
the Consultants doing any planning and/or transportation studies within
the corridor lands are required to consult with the consultants doing the
EA workplan contemplated by this MOU. The Municipal Partners cannot
agree in advance that the findings resulting from these other studies will
be binding on them nor should they in any way constrain the findings of
the EA workplan contemplated by this MOU. The Municipal Partners
agree that these other studies may be used to inform the EA consultants
retained in connection with this MOU.

4.7

Notwithstanding anything in this MOU to the contrary, no reduction in the

corridor protection area set out

in the HPBATS

Study

or

its

Recommendations shall be permitted during the term of this MOU without
first being considered by the CAOs Group and affected Councils. Also,
each Municipal Partner retains the right to appeal to the Ontario Municipal
Board (OMB), any planning initiative that results in a narrowing of the
corridor.
5

RESOLUTION OF OUTSTANDING APPEALS AND ONGOING PLANNING
MATTERS
Upon execution of this MOU, the Municipal Partners agree to take the following
steps outlined in Schedule "A" in order to resolve or withdraw their respective
appeals and concerns and to consult with the MTO as per Article 2.4 and for that
purpose to provide the MTO with the necessary supporting materials related to
each matter.

6.

TERM

This MOU shall be in force from the date it is executed by all of the Municipal
Partners and shall expire at the earlier of:

(a)

upon the Province or the Municipal Partners putting in place and
having in force corridor protection policies for the Halton-Peel Cross
Boundary lmprovements and the work plan referred to in Article
4.1, or

(b)

the Municipal Partners agreeing in writing to an alternate date
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7.

-

CALEDON'S ROLE
It is acknowledged that the execution of this MOU by Caledon recognizes its role
as a partner in the HPBAT Study and its continued participation in the
implementation of the HPBAT Study. Article 5 however deals with matters
between the remaining Municipal Partners only and is not binding on Caledon
unless Caledon requests and obtains party status at the Ontario Municipal Board
to any of the matters listed in Schedule "A", at which point Caledon shall be
bound by the disposition of that matter as listed in Schedule "4". Caledon's
participation in this MOU is limited to participation in the various committees that
may be formed and the CAOs Group, and Caledon's participation in the GAOs
Group and on the committees will be on planning and environmental assessment
matters affecting Caledon.

8.

GENERAL

8.1

Time
Time shall be of the essence.

8.2

Notice
Any notice required or permitted to be given hereunder shall be in writing
and shall be effectively given if: (i) delivered personally or sent by prepaid
courier service or by e-mail or facsimile (confirmed on the same day
following confirmation of receipt) addressed,

8.2.1

in the case of the notice to Brampton as follows

The Corporation of the City of Brampton
2 Wellington Street West
Brampton ON L6Y 4R2
Attention
Deborah Dubenofsky
Ch ief Ad mi n istrative Officer
and

John Corbett
Commissioner of Planning, Design and Development

-88.2.2 and, in the case of notice to Caledon, as follows:
The Corporation of the Town of Caledon
6311 Old Church Road
Caledon, Ontario
L7C 1J6
Attention
Douglas A. Barnes
Ch ief Ad m in istrative Officer

8.2.3 and, in the case of notice to Peel, as follows
The Regional Municipality of Peel
10 Peel Centre Drive, Suite A
Brampton, Ontario
L6T 489
Attention
David Szwarc
Chief Administrative Officer
and
Dan Labrecque
Commissioner of Public Works

8.2.4 and, in the case of notice to Halton, as follows
The Regional Municipality of Halton
1 151 Bronte Road
Oakville, Ontario
L6M 311
Attention:
Pat Moyle
Ch ief Ad m in istrative

Officer

and

Mitch Zamojc
Commissioner of Public Works

-98.2.5 and, in the case of notice to Halton Hills, as follows
The Corporation of the Town of Halton Hills
1 Halton Hills Drive
Halton Hills, Ontario
L7G 5G2
Attention
Dennis Perlin
Chief Administrative Officer
and

Chris Mills
Director of Infrastructure Services

8.2.6 Any notice so given shall be deemed conclusively to have been given and
received when so personally delivered or sent by prepaid courier,
facsimile or e-mail on the day that confirmation of receipt is received. Any
Municipal Partner hereto or others mentioned above may change any
particulars of its address for notice by advising the others in the manner
aforesaid.

lf sent by prepaid courier as aforesaid, be deemed to have been

given,
sent, delivered and received (but not actually received) on the business
day following the date of initiation, but extended where necessary to
accommodate any interruption, inclement weather, acts of God, enemies
of the Queen or terrorist attacks in which case the same shall be deemed
to have been given, sent, delivered and received in the ordinary course of
the courier, allowing for such discontinuance or interruption of courier
service.
8.3

Gounterparts

This MOU may be executed in counterparts and by electronic facsimile
transmission, each of which shall be deemed to be an original and all of
which shall constitute one and the same document.

8.4

Further Assurances and Documents
Each of the Municipal Partners hereto will, from time to time, at the other's
request and expense and without further consideration, execute and
deliver such other instruments of transfer, conveyance and assignment
and take such further action as the other may require to more effectively
complete any matter provided herein.
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8.5

Legal Nature of the MOU

8.5.1 This MOU shall not create any legal partnership, joint venture or agency
relationship between the Municipal Partners, nor does ¡t fetter the
legislative discretion of any Municipal Partner's Council in its consideration
of any proposal that may result from this MOU.

8.5.2 The Municipal Partners are committed to continuing to strengthen the
relationship between the municipalities for the betterment of each
community. The Municipal Partners are committed to working towards
formalizing the relationship in order to secure the matters addressed in
this MOU.

IS|GNATURES FOLLOW ON NEXT TWO PAGESI

- 11THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF BRAMPTON

Per:
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Name:
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Per:
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF CALEDON
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Per:
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Title: Mayor
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Per:
Name:
Title: Cl€rþ
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DAY OF
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF PEEL
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Per:
Name: David Szwarc

Title:
Document Execution No,
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ChiefAdministrative Officer
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to Bind the Regional

Co

ration

Per:

Name:Carol Reid
Title: Regional Clerk

{"4

-12-

THE REGIONAL MUN

o

P

TON

Per:
Name:
Title:

Per:
Name
Title: Regional Clerk and Director
Services

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN

of Council

HALTON HILLS

Per:
nnts
Name
Title: Chief Administrative Officer

Per:

Name:Chris Mills
Title: Director of Infrastructure Services

Pe

n Linhardt

Title

of Planning, DeveloPment
inability

and

-13SCHEDULE f¡A''

(a)

Supporting (or not opposing) the approval by the OMB of Brampton Official Plan
Amendment 93-255, Zoning By-law 300-2005 and the related Corridor Protection
appropriate
Policies
the 2006 Brampton Official Plan, subject
modifications to ensure consistency with the transportation improvements
recommended in the HPBAT Study and the implementation thereof. The
remaining Municipal Partners recognize that the lands subject to the corridor
protection policies may be further reduced as part of the process set out in this
agreement. lt is acknowledged that Brampton shall provide such modifications
and refinements to the other Municipal Partners in a timely manner prior to any
resumption of OMB proceedings, and should the other Municipal Partners be
satisfied with such modifications and refinements, they shall advise the OMB that
their participation in any hearing shall be limited to advising the OMB that they do
not oppose the approval sought by Brampton and shall only call evidence if
required in support of Brampton's position.

in

(b)

to

Supporting (or not opposing) the continued adjournment of the appeal by Maple
Lodge Farms of the Halton Hills Official Plan in recognition of the commitment by
Halton Hills to commence a separate Official Plan Amendment process and
companion zoning by-law amendment ("Corridor Protection OPA and Zoning
Bylaw") in conjunction with the Halton Official Plan process to implement corridor
protection policies for the lands as shown in Schedule "B.2". The Municipal
Partners further recognize that the lands subject to corridor protection policies
between Steeles Avenue and the 401 in the Halton Hills 401 Corridor may be
reduced further as part of the process set out in this agreement. The remaining
Municipal Partners are supportive of the Corridor Protection OPA and Zoning Bylaw process.

The remaining Municipal Partners also recognize that Halton Hills is carrying out
a planning process to implement the Grovvth Plan and provide conformity with
Halton's ROPA 38, (being Halton Hills OPA 10). The remaining Municipal
Partners acknowledge that OPA 10 as adopted by Halton Hills will not contain
corridor protection policies, given the Town's commitment to the Corridor
Protection OPA and Zoníng By-law process. The remaining Municipal Partners
also acknowledge that the corridor protection area shall have an impact on the
employment land supply in Halton Hills. As such, the remaining Municipal
Partners acknowledge that it is contemplated that there may be reallocation or
designation of replacement employment lands north of Steeles Avenue west of
the Ninth Line as part of ongoing planning matters. ln recognition of Halton Hills'
commitment to the Corridor Protection OPA and Zoning By-law process, the
remaining Municipal Partners commit not to object to OPA 10, nor will the
remaining Municipal Partners object to the reallocation or designation of
replacement employment lands north of Steeles Avenue west of the Ninth Line.
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(c)

Supporting or not objecting to the approval by the OMB of modifications to Peel's
ROPA 16 for the purpose of ensuring that it contains appropriate policies,
including but not limited to corridor protection policies, to ensure consistency with
the transportation improvements recommended in the HPBAT Study and the
implementation thereof. lt is acknowledged that the Region of Peel shall provide
any proposed modifications to the other Municipal Partners in a timely manner
prior to any resumption of OMB proceedings, and should the other Municipal
Partners be satisfied with such modifications, they shall advise the OMB that
their participation in any hearing shall be limited to advising the OMB that they do
not oppose the approval sought by Peel and shall only call evidence if required in
support of the Region's position.

(d)

Supporting or not objecting to OMB approval of further amendments to Brampton
Official Plan Amendment OP93-270 to implement the Stage 1 Block Plan for
Sub-Area 40-3 of the Bram West Secondary Plan, on the basis that such
approval in no way prejudices the transportation improvements recommended in
the HPBAT Study or the implementation thereof. lt is acknowledged that
Brampton shall provide any proposed modifications to the other Municipal
Partners in a timely manner prior to any resumption of OMB proceedings, and
should the other Municipal Partners be satisfied with such modifications, they
shall advise the OMB that their participation in any hearing shall be limited to
advising the OMB that they do not oppose the approval sought by Brampton and
shall only call evidence if required in support of Brampton's position. lt is further
acknowledged that these matters were the subject of an OMB hearing
(Case No. PL090856) and determination by OMB Order dated August 27,
2010 and December 30,2010 which is in keeping with this MOU.

(e)

Supporting or not objecting to the proposal by Orlando Corporation for draft plan
of subdivision approval and associated Official Plan and Zoning By-law
amendments, on the basis that the proposed right-of-way for Bram West
Parkway as set out in Article 4.2 above is consistent with the transportation
improvements recommended in the HPBAT Study and in no way prejudices the
implementation thereof, subject to resolving all other outstanding matters to the

satisfaction

of Brampton, Peel and other commenting

agencies. It

ís

acknowledged that Brampton shall provide any proposed modifications to the
other Municipal Partners in a timely manner prior to any resumption of OMB
proceedings, and should the other Municipal Partners be satisfied with such
modifícations, they shall advise the OMB that their participation in any hearing
shall be limited to advising the OMB that they do not oppose the approval sought
by Brampton and shall only call evidence if required in support of Brampton's
position. lt is further acknowledged that this matter was the subject of an OMB
hearing (Case Nos. PL080456, P1080354, PL080457) and determination by
OMB Order dated January 6,2011 which is in keeping with this MOU.
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(g)

Withdraw the appeal of Halton Hills' comprehensive Zoning By-law 2010-0050 by
Brampton in recognition of the commitment by Halton Hills to commence a
Zoning By-law process to implement corridor protection policies consistent with
the Official Plan process set out in subparagraph (b) above.
ln recognition of the commitment by Halton to commence a Regional Official Plan
Amendment ("Corridor Protection ROPA") to implement corridor protection
policies consistent with the Halton Hills Corridor Protection OPA and Zoning Bylaw process set out in subparagraph (b) above, the remaining Municipal Partners
acknowledge that ROPA 38 is not intended to include corridor protection policies
and by executing this MOU respect that decision. Also, following execution of
this MOU by all Municipal Partners, Brampton and Peel shall withdraw their
appeals of ROPA 38 provided the MOU is released to the public and there is an
opportunity for submissions to the OMB in related proceedings. Should ROPA
38 ultimately contain corridor protection policies such that the Region of Halton
believes it is unnecessary to further amend its Official Plan, the policies shall be
discussed among all of the Parties to this MOU prior to being submitted to the
OMB for adoption. The remaining Municipal Partners also acknowledge that
ongoing Halton planning matters may reallocate or designate replacement
employment lands north of Steeles Avenue west of the Ninth Line. ln recognition
of the Halton commitment to the Corridor Protection ROPA, the remaining
Municipal Partners will not object to ROPA 38, nor will the remaining Municipal
Partners object to the reallocation or designation of replacement employment
lands north of Steeles Avenue, west of the Ninth Line.

(h)

Supporting (or not opposing) the approval of Peel ROPA 22 at the OMB subject
to continuation of corridor protection policies within the ROPA to ensure
consistency with the transportation improvements recommended in the HPBAT
Study and the implementation thereof.

(i)

Modifying Brampton draft OPA 43 (or in the alternative commencing a new OPA)
to include specific reference to the west east connection in policy 4.4.2.15 and to
include in the mapping that portion of west Brampton lands presently omitted
from being subject to the corridor protection policies.

-16Schedules "8.1" end "B.2"
Halton-Peel Boundary Area Transportation Amended Final Study
Recommendations
uB.1'and "B.2" being Table 8-1 and Exhibit 8-3 of the HPBAT Study
Schedules
are appended to and form part of this MOU, being pages 17 , 18 and 19.
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SCHEDULE

Halton-Peel Boundary Aree Transportation Study
Amended Final Reoort

Table 8-l: Summ¡ry of RecommendatÍons and Timing
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0

8

203r

6(8

2031

Ro¡ds
Ncw

Hwy 401 I a07
ETRin Halton

Bovaird Drive

Freeutay

Halton Pæl

Bor¿ird Drive

Mayfield Road

Halton Peel

construction
New
constn¡ction

Freeway

Halton Peel

Mayfield Road

GTA West Conidc

Conneciion

Guelph Street
Highway 7

i

Beyond

Halton Peel Freevay
/ Embleton Road

Norval West

l0

Guelph Street

Sideroad

Bypass
Norv"¿l West
B¡,pass

203 I

0

4

2021

New
construction

0

6

2016

New

0

4

201ó

construc{ion

Heritage Road
south of407 ETR

Highway 7

Corridor
New

Bovaird Drive

Prkway

Bramwest

ultimatQ

protection

Freeway
East-West

0

/

Highway 7

construction

McFarlane Dhive/

Widaing

3

4

2016

New

0

4

20t6

0

4

2021

Hall Road

trVinston

Nsrth of5

l0

Churchill

Sidcroad

West B¡,pass

construction

Bovaird Drive

Winston Churchill

New

Blvd

construction

Winston Churchill

Widøring

2

4

2016

6

2031

Sideroad / Norval

Bypass
Adamson
Road North

Blpass

/

Winston

5 Sideroad

Churchill

Embleton Road

Bypa*s

Winston

Milton

lVidening

4

Blvd
Steeles
Ar¡enue

Chu¡chill Blvd

Eight Line

Steeles Avenuc

l0 Sideroad

Reconstruction
to Collector

2

Tenth Line

Steeles Avenue

l0

Sideroad

Reconstruction
to Collector

2

Fifth Line

Winston

Trafalgar Road

Reconúuction
to Collector

Churchill Blvd

May 2010

182

,,

,,

202t

1

2021

2

2021

HDR I ITRANS
Prol¿ct # 3957

Halton-Peel Banndary Area Transportation Study
Amended Final Reoort

f'rom

Rosd

To

Improverncnt

I¡lü¡l

Flnd

Suggerted

Type

L¡nes

I¡ne¡

Tlml¡g

4

4 plus

2Q3t

Tr¡¡¡it
Brampton

Stoeles

Bus rapid

Milton

Guelph Street

Brampton

Georgetown CO

Inter-regional
transit

4

4

202t

Georgetown GO

Milton or

Trânsit strr/ice

4

4

203

Bus scn ¡cc,
potantial for

8

ó plus

-Bovaird
9¡b

Line

HOV

transit

Avenue BRT

l

Mississauga
Halton-Peel
Froeway
Transitway
Carpool

HPF corridor

2031 and
beyond

RBL

lcs

May 2010

HOV

IIPF carpool
lots (2)

183

2031

HDR I |TRANS

Proiact# 3957

SCTIEDULE

''8.2''
Halton-Peel Bo.rndary Arca Trançortation Study
Amerded Final Report

tttna

¡ônc

¡t¡rrr
a

tì I I

22

¡. r taltiFt'
-,lr- ¡ra
a
-Þ?
r.
a¡ll

at lll

cfA

tatt

1r)1

tl)a

l-)a

f*

Ii

a

o
5

s¡d'ro'd

.'

r

i¡l¡úlll¡r
(¡r.(tl.¡
bltr..lltf
rGnkr

O
f.

Í
,3
-J

A¡d'ro'ô

-9+

,

¡

¡6
o
c¡

-

nop:analrnutzrlr

Proþúdcú.r.dl

il¡gr¿tn¿Ë¡m
Rnl(1r6Þlr/lhf.B
¡ la¡rr

- ót¡xt
ho¡ladlfnavry

UDtoEle¡

hfid¡fffttvt

OrütLnt

'

rot¡ø

--.
rr¡

.a.r-iti?

--.

1t

¡
¡

Prop$d{t¡ct
Plotø¿rl6lü
Propüêd no¡d

Rcor¡nuctrnroh¡nl

OlldcSl¿.d¡û

hptOUton+tl

:
-

ìf aÊ

tcctr?(ottldor
Fo&ûrUñË(olw(lbn

ù.tl'ct¡l?f &GlÀll?tt

3St.¡.ro.'g-r-.1""-

&rLld

¡
a
¡

.._
-:=:-::-¡
I tll¡

llùrn0A]t

uô¡rùrb

I
|
_l

't o

z

ól.I

lrib¡GildÉ¡l

":l

lltÍl¡trl.il
s¡ïilltc
ffiil¡t

\-

o

-l

Pr¡ûûr.dftmloñcú

a]üi
\

10

ft!¡or¿d tmDlolmrt

lI l¡lrlm¡toofttcc

tl¡Yî¡ld

éRe

G.rdbr
fú|..|¡r

tt lld'rotÛ

C¡r,tlåt

('
a=
Ê

I Hrlhgutrlr¿

..

I

PaaCllaGTlScrt
-.. llrl{orHôlf5u
--, ld.rttútl

.--*î '

!rt hüd[dllðl
("i.dtrt

lll

altL

a'
tii -.

$¡brect to f¡rtüre Enrú]onrn€ntC Arsêtslncnl

-

PrtÎlß5.td

f

tludl6

Exhtbit t-3: IIPBATS Recommended Road Networl¡' 2031

May 201O

177

HDR I ¡TRANS

Proþc't# 3957

